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This ie an interview with Mr, Leslie Chin, conducted on Hovember 30,
1977 in #r, Chin's office in Kenwood Senior High School in Baltimore
County, The article and book referred to in the interview is " The
History of Chinese- Americans in Baltimore', a Bicentennial project
written by Mr. Chin,

PAUSE

I came to this country in 1941 and I came in- you notice my date of
birth is 1928, AcLually Llhiat was in the 61d days. That was discrimin-
ation, The Chinese cannot come to thé United States unless the father
is living in thz United 7tates. So I came to the United States as a
brother of my father. So 1 claimed my grandfather as father,

S0, in other words, the man you refer to in vour article as your grande
Father - 7

Is my grandfather, On my pe er- that's why my last name is Chin. Chin
is not my yeal name, Hom Kim Kay is my real name and I lived in village
in the old country (near) (%¥) Canton., A small village, md I zrew up
there, And another thing too, I was adopted by ths family because nmy
foster father nasted away, and in the 0Lld GCountry the woman -ah- the
oldest son in the Tamily has to have a son to car~v on the name, So

my father- foster father - had 2 girls so they re-assigned-~ they adopted
e as a son to carry on the name of Hom, During the Second vorld Var
they decided to send me over to the United 3ta es so I came over as
what you may call refugee with a badge on my back znd front to say who
I am and wher» I am suoosed to bhe going, (Laughs)

I want to get into that later.-—

So I came into the United States, and T had all those problems of
Interrogation, You had to memorize a book about inch thick,

What is the Interrogation Booklet that you mention?

Iuterrogd lon Booklet is - Hvery Chinese, before Second World War come
to the United Sta es had to go through the same process, Theg had to
memorize their whole history and situation and terrain of the villace.
Now.a lot of Chinesecome to the United States do not (come) as the grue
Tamily. True 3ons, The problem is, they can go buy 2 paper neme from
(an)o?her family that was in the United 3@ tes, In order for him to
come 1n he had to memorize the book (that) consists of the whole
%amlly history- of the naper- the paper som, Ihe whole Family history.
lemorize gverything, From how many steps to your front door? How many
doors? ‘hich is front door? On the left side? North side? norfiwest

C o . - » - 3 - 3 :.—S
Jhere clarification is necessary, due to words or sylables left out
I have added words or syllables in parentheésis,
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name?'" and you ansgwarT your Zaper name,

wer them the age and

in other words,

3ecause through the interrogation
"How old are you?! and you ans-
then if you look like the age, but you repeat

(23

thea test was
the United States governma €7

they asked you'whats your

" T am this age.” " And where are you from? < /ho i1s your mother? -

What is yvour mothers
er's side?,

marry your Grandmotnor? "

but it i=s true.
Do vou still have

No, I regret it,

came over beLore, on or before Second vorld War,
the bigcest oroblem, Now,
of questions vou failed (to) answer correctly
back,In other words,
you failed- (you) go back to the 0ld

all this, And that was
gay a question- coubnle
and then they ship you
the interrogation- and

Wwhere did you take the

Mo, the interrogation is (given) right in that gua

name’?, and Where ls your
and grandmothers name on your fathers side?, and who did

_that~-?

17

Those questions are rediculous now in fact,

I threw it away, but 1f you have anv Chinese that
they had to go through

if you failed, lets

vou falled examinationw
Jountry,

exam? Pid you take the exams in China?

rantine. They have

quite a few vlaces, In Seattle, 3an Francisco, tew York, BDoston. I
came through Boston, It's a litile island, and I remember that tinme,

in 41. I had to go

Canton is sbout 380 miles,

How would vour snell

L]

through all of the »rocedure,

thev sent Lor the family ts wick vou up,

that?

“erﬂ are so many different ways
nliest way is T-G-I- I think I have it in the book.

If you passed, then

7eve born in a viliage outside of Janton?
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of spelling it, Not sure,

difrerent

T=f-A-N. There are =o manyqpronﬁnciations,

You were Lliving with your fawmily in that village?

I lived with my foster mother and the two sisters, They s
and one of them got married,
And when I came over, possibly the naper age around 12 or 13- the real
actually I don't evrn know how old T am, the
e, becausme, number one,

at the time,

age I would say--~
a

aq

7ere ErOowh up
and 1 naa another sister,

real
I remember when they adopted me something

ridiculous, right now.

LGrandiwlher on your moth-
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pretty close to that age.

about that situation when they came to a strange village, but I
don't speak to my mother, because if I do that, I will make her lose
face, I would st@rt up something that I shouldn't and I'd probably
Zet spanking and so om, so I'm smart enough to avoid those things
(Laughs). To keep 1t quiet- let's put it that way,

Can you exnlain the differsnce between the paper age and vour real
age?

v Ll
The p%er age, in other words, you see, (when) the foster father pass
avay on the Hom side, my father, first father, pass away. He not cone
in ( fo U7), so I had to claim my grandfother as father, Kow the age,
It might Jjust be a year's difference, This T never do (know), But I'm
tiaybe a couple of years dif’erence,

Your grandfather came over here first? Is that correct?

&

granifather came over as what ‘ve call wetback. iy =randfather 3
ship, jumped ship- I don't know, I never did ask him when he 1as a
He probably wouldn't tell me the true story. But I heard from my
grandmother that my (vrand)father came to the United Sftes around 1900.
‘e was to be - he worked on the Jampar. He worked - se:, in the viliage
area where we lived a river come up =nd he's the one that had to go
down t)y the riverbank when sny ship come in and the winds kind of died
down. [he sails no workable, and the current kesp going down- out,

The ship has to come in, sc they need men to pull the ship upstream.

Yy grandfather had that job. %o he's the one- I'm glad you mentioned
that to me- that I remember, I asked .hen he was young what he does,
and that's what he told me. o he has a hard job, and he has a chance
to come To the Imited states and he borrows money from some relative

in the village. llow he came over, and how -2 Jjumped ship and or shere
he come to, the same oprocess as I have, I don't know. He got in, ihen
he came in- he should use name of HOM, but he didn't use it because

at that time the translator's name ras Chin, and so if he (my grand-
father) say Hom, which is not a close relative, or even a dislant

rela tive , so since he found out thst man, the translator was

(named) Chin, so when he asked ' ithat's vour name?’ so he (my grand-
Father) ssid'my name id Chin so an? so", So in other words . "I'm

Chin, you're Chin too" he says™ Zive wme a little more Favoritism” th.t
kind of thing, s¢ I think that's why nv grandmother told me how come
the name Chin,

30 he came over, and back in th: old days, when the Chinese come over,
they used to have laundry. That's the only thing he can do.

Yes, How my grandfather, Wow this is another true story, too. Iy

why was that?

7]

Well, one thing is that back at the turn of the century- when the
Chinese come in- not at the turn of the century, around mid 1800-
1869"s, when they built the railroad. ‘hen the pioneers moved iest,
and they used to have a lot of “irtv laundry, ond the Thinzszse, of
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e lanzuacge so the only thi they can do is

e don't want to do sc th: cowbovs :nd whatever
they have, and the j»ioneers get the laundry a2nid give it to them and
wash it and iron it snd they do a good Job, so they got the job as
L:undrymen, They don't need much monev soon as they zet off the boat, and
they don't have money from relatives, and (they) start building that
kiné of business, A laundry- that's how it was.

In my rescarch, in my book I mention that thev even sent the laundry
back to ilong Kong to wash (Laugh), ToKs hall vear velors they got
(their) laundry, and even before that they even sent the laundry to che
ship and they come down to South .wmerica and come back to Hew York

and wash, It was faster than to go (a)eross with wagon train,

Isn't that amazing.

%o, that's the story,., I don't know how true,
Why did your grandfather come to 3altimore?

swain, after,(he) come to Zaltimore because relatives in sSaltimore,
friends in Baltimore. o they usually bring their own relatives,

Hdatter of fact, right here in Galtimore (he) had auite o fow relatives,
Hom family, Just like Jimay wWu 2nd @ family. They are all related
family, .nd we gtill do dbring the family over, Yictent realtives, like
sister family,

I see, Your grandfather was not what 1s called in th:s bosks a sojour-
ner, tnen? de didn't go back =nd forth?

The zojourner 1s the one who just comes in to make the monev, Yes he
is. *e make the money, HYe went back (to the ) 0ld Country. e went back
a few times, I would say,.

IMen another interesting thing about this. Why do Chinese always have
sons come To the iUnited states? 0K, “his is what hawoens, when they go
back to the 7ld Jountry, even if they have a girl, and when they come
back to the United States., They stay now until they have a child, either
boy or girl, and then come back, rhen through the interrogation they
ask, ”ghat do you have, a son (or) daughter?" They always say, ' I

bavp ne son, twin song, two sons” devending on the calendar you have.

r you can come back a few months later and say " I have anothx son"

U you calt go on oue brly and you wight have Lhree, (lLaughs), bul no
girls. He would say, " How come Chinese always have son, but no girl?h
Sometimes do claim one or two girls, but girls not valuable at that
time. Thev have sons come over, .nd they can sell the Daper- paper sons,
Sell to somebody else for maybe a hundred doliars a vear, So (if he is)
10 vears old- a thousand dollars, ind so on, #ifteen years old, the wmaper
worth 3% 1500,
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get the naper zons over?

»

et the ewper sons over, and you sell ths vaver for that price. rhats
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how they make the money, And when they come over the first year, they
have to work and pay off the debt, The onlv =rav to nay off the debt is
to go right to work, soon as they get off the boat. Thats it, go right
to work, and where7, in thr laundry. Now the chop =uey nlace, and the
other things, that come a little later, after the railroad. Soon as the
railroad stopped, ahd thevy stopped vaying them, and they stééd where-
ever they stonned at the city or town, ‘hey staved there znd" have money,
and thev owened a chop suey nlace or opened a laundry., they formed a
little comunity thev called Chinatown, 'hat's how thev started. ..nd
also the »eonle, back in 1860~ 1870, after the rzilrozl finiched in
1870, a lot of them went into farming. *hey went down to ioulsianag,
‘ds~issiopi and so on, farming, and vhile deing that, they alw had
fishing, ‘hey bo2ca e fishermen . Jo today, if you g> down ~ o Ilew Urleans,
Florid , along the <ulf Joasst, vou will find the Shimese fishermen. and
1f you go to the western gart- iew Momico; Texas; (&n the) ¥Miasilgaipni
side you will f£ind the Shinese have laundry and chop suey ovlace or
rgstaurant, fast t, Lowis on the other side, (they) usually nave
goceries, laundries, and restaurants. I havz a brother-in-law who has
grocery down in Tucson, arizona, Hdis father- grandfather- helped build
the railrcad, and his father actually is born (in) Tucson, arizona.

He is actually second (or) third generation, :e went I ck To the &ld
Jountry in the 30's and marvied my sister- older sister. “*hen after
Second vorld War- during the tlecond .orld war ae (was) in the service,
»nd after the war he went back and brought my sister over, after the
econd orld VWar, a lot of the “hinese bringing their families,

It bemme a2 1ot easier then?

1,

yves, Only after the Second iorld var, But before that, it was
very hard- imopossible,

o
s
in
H-
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=
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hy were you selected to come over?

T didn't selected to come over,The family felt that as the only son

in the family, and the war was getting pretty hot, The ¢ananese (wer )
invadiing Shina- pretty hot, tThe best (thing) te do is send the sons
vver, ab the same Lime a lol of the Chinese wenl back Lo Lthe 313 Counlry
and found thd& thé war's getfing too vigorous and too hot too handle

and came back Tto United 3itates, There is one family- Bock Ark family-
another Ghibese commmity member- he nassed away a counle of years ago.
His wife (is) still living,

Bock .rk?
Bock srk- T think I mentioned (thém) in the book. Now his family, irs,

Bock Brk told me that she knew the Chinese War was going on in the 30's,
she wanted to take the Wdle family~ at that time she had 4 or 5 kids.

“Thay hnd a restaurant and thev made a few dollars and they wsnted to

go bac® to (the) .ld Uountry. sut her aushand said, '"No, vou can t
bacause the war is toc dangerous., & lot of people are o wming back,!

o they stay(ed) and their sons all finished and have their Fhd-
doctor degree in verv different ald- in Seience. ‘md even (their)
daughter have her doctor degree. 3o if theyv take their children back to

I s
wae e (0
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the 21d Country, they ~robably won't have the omnortunity,
‘hen you came over, you »lann=d to stay for good?

Actually, I 3idn't olan to stay for good., Yhen you are thut young a

age- around 10, hen I came over, ani my grandfather nad a -ard time,
but during the Second orld War, then T sent to achool, First + went

Lo school, elementary school, but the sar is taking all the young men
Trom Jhinesc cestaurante, A1l the young men went into the service, but
nobody worked In the kitchen, 3o al that time, although I'm L:i, L2, L3,
I had to go into the kitchen,

I kind of withdrew from school and went to work in kitchen Ffor my uncle,
My uncle had a restaurant at Zutaw and Favette Strects., and T staved
there- they had uo way to f£ind me, Sack in those days, they (had) people
trace the children under & certain age. You had to go to school, and

no way, because I was hidden In the kitchen (lauzhs), doing all this
cooking, ~nd T 4didn't go to school (again) until after jecond i rld

Yar, in 1946,

Men you Wwent to an Bmerican tvpe--?
¥ yi

‘es, ans I went to school, and they »ut me in Junior Fizh ichool- 9th
grade, Chronological age, ey »ut me in the 92t ~rade, .t that time
I realized that my age it :tarting to change too, so thevy “ut me in
that 2th grade, lhen I want into the 10th grade at Jity sallege. But
in the 11th srade, around 1948, one of ay uncles~ i/iesn 1 3y uncle, T
mesn relative, wantel to  go back to 7ld Country- to visit reltives,
and they nesded somebne to work in the kitchen, so I say, ' well.,
Qi, I'LL volunteer,” 3o {in the ) 1ith grade, I only tosk 2 courses,

“ath and Inglish, and I tock the courses in the morning =zt 3 o'clock,
and I had ta go to work at 11 o'clock, that would be oven the restau-
rant in the %itchen 11 o'clock, and T work(ed) until nextk morning

3 o'clock for (a) whole vear,

iost of the time, I sle»t through the classes (laughs) cor didn't make
it at all, so attendance was very noor at that time. I didn't SO to

bed until around 4 and had to get us maybe around 7 or 7:30- get into
class arcund 8, ‘o that vear I went (into) i1lth grade and con the 12th
gradz [ had to make up all the courses that were required fer gradu-
ation, I graduated in 49, and then I went to iopkins, MHcdoy College,
2nd «grvlagnd Institute,

“ne reason L Jent to col ege is hegause the class I was in, evervbody
went to college oxcent me_and I £t terrible. So during the swmners, I
search and find the Lest I can f£it into, znd I went to .rt ichool, and
then to ac-diwmic courses, I took it at McCoy College, and tre nractical
course down at +faryland Institute, In the morning from 8 to 3 down

at the Institute and from 4 to 10 down at Hontins evervday. So my Ffirst
vear was pretty riugh, (laughs)

I can imagine,

But for 4 years, 1 can remember my £irst year, for both schools I only
nald asround 5600, per year. Sy the time I graduated in '53 it went up
to alwost (a) theousand, 3o that sas a lot of difference,

nid you ¢o to Thinese ichool when vou were Vo ungen?

Yes, I went to a Chinese schdéol. I think at_about the age they adopt
0 ¥

me, I think at ~bout the age-~ maybe around 5 years old or veéars oLd.
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I was 3ent to o schonl, 4 remember I didn't ask how old I a3 at that
T T

Q
time, I know I get a feeling that there is my foster mother there and
I don't want to hurt her feelings, Iven at that time, I can understand
that and T Jjust go along., The kids usually teased me as a stranger
because the dialect I spoke at that time was entirely different from
the village. 5o they kind of teased me, So that's one make me remember
more about, I went- around in the 40's- to a schosl there, I l-earned
the basic writingand vewdding

Aand did wvou continue in Chinese 3chool in Jaltimore?

Yo, I didn’'t have the chance, Since I came over, Lillian Xim, she was
a youngster then, she came and took the newcomer to the durch, %o I
went to the church for I don't know how long, maybe a vear or so, and
thore T Learned the ABE6's in t‘hev Sunday Fehwols

Chrret
This is where vou learned your “nglish?

2ight, the ABC- unday school,

+

In wur home, when you fir
spoken?

st arrived in Baltimore, was any nglish

No. “ince I arrived, I stayed with my uncle at the restaursnt. The res-
taurant was called China Land., On the second floor, The kitchen is on

the third floor, One section of the 3rd floor is the kitchen, and the
other se_tlo“, in front, is the living quarters, %o I ilive in the 3rd
Lloor, tThat's the reason the Board of Zduam tion couldn't find me, {(laughs)

You were hehind the kitchen--~

Until I voluntear, and came out zfter the 3jecond world kar, and went
e - 9.
to school,

ng baciz to your trip over, winat arvansements had to be made for your

-

ot {,3

2
T

'—l. J.J.

he arrvangements., Men I came out of Hong Kong. At that time the Japanese
ocuup1ed large w=ortion of the coastline, so when I came out, since HHH

I live in village ths Jananese had already bombed thz town of Toishm
Gity. Muybe, T ion't know tho numbar of soanlotion, It's wusidered

fhe muain city in that Jdistrict, well, aiyway, they bombed. They do have
(a) railroad in that city, =nd I did see the airolane come down, drop

a bomb, go up and disappear. That's at the beginning. I don't remember
what year, but I saw how the Javanese airplane came down, drop a bomb
¥

andt go back out, Forfme, I had fear, dbut kind cof enjoy oa watching it,
I didn't know the differenc:z 2t that time, Then a few VIaTSs Tauer, when
they Aron the bomb, the ailrvlanes just go strazight rast the city- didn't
@ me down at all, and the bombz just coning down like natchsticks, and

more tian previous vear,
AT that time, I think around '39 or '40, th> Yawanese (had) already
occupiled the coastline, so in ovrder for me to come out (from) ilong
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“ong. At that time it was- stili is - Sritish colony., It's a free nort,
S0 T nad to come out (to) Hong Tong to Zet to United itates,

me cut, I had tec gZ=t on a sedan chair and kind of sneak out

{1 [S

through theé mountains afdd come out to the watarfront- and when I fet

to the waterfrént, the ocean. That the first time I sez ocean, and
itts water. At that time I have no fear, I couldn't swim at that time,
snd I got on a small sampan with no sail, andfiit just float, I forget

now long, but it's a Long time, maybe two days, and I got out To iacao.
Jfacao Lg forlugese colony,

When I come out, L cowms with group. s groun of veocsle, L don't remem-
ber now (how many), ‘here (were) some young kids ad some adults in
there, Sut 1 don't romember, But when I get on the sampan, tnose adults
put those wvoungsters dom below, underneath, almost touch the water,

The samnsan down in the bottom 1aq the water, and tha kids stay down

in thtt =zsction, and the adults stay on ton. they ut boards on top, but
between the boards (you could) see light coming tﬂrougn. bhen they
served meal, they just nicked the boards up and handed vou the meal,
thile I'm coming out, I can hear the machine guns sound, like firecracer,

Mow I had no f@'“‘ at that time, and I'm kind of curious - ' wnat's

L3N

g ing on?t I < n*e‘ to go ub 3n4 see, but thﬁ adults (said) " Juiet
kids, keep ruleﬁ snd they did keen quiet, and :iv:lly we 4id et out
Y

of iacao, We take a boat and went to--- (end of tape
sfter I 7ot to “onf ong, that was around Sctober- sum ertime, and I
come through, & heat come up and Zoing “wast (the) northern -zt of
Japan th- Jananese droopped a2 couple of bombs (on tle ) ship where I
i7as coming over ta Yancouver, Janada, And they dronoed a counlie of
bombs, =snd I heard the bomb went off. ,

There were gquite a few youngster like my age also, we have little tags
on thz back and front telling who you are and where vyou going. In
crse you Zet Lost, (laushs) Identification- name and so on. -nd the
shi» had one adult speclally taking care of thnat groun of voungsters,
At that tim of course 1 dont rere mber who was come with me and so on.
I forgot even how many. I remember that group,

“hen § neard t-oey dropoed the bomb (it) sounded like somebody firing

S

f

a gun snd of course our age kind of curious about fishing, hunting
whale and 35 on, ve wanted to see i1if somebody was sheooting the big

whale, 5o we ru-mned loose then, Finally the ship started listing, and
(zestures) almost like a skateboard ring- kind of tilted, You can slide
down, fhe kid(=) kind of enjoyed it teoe. (laughs). (The) adults comec
ot and started outting lifesavers (on) th: kids and grab s and wut

it on and Lthal's Lb, 2wd T saw the 2irnleue coming down, and at thal
time (th re Wwas) ne fear, L kind of enjoyed it, (laughs). If that

bomb had Aropned a little decoer, I might have had fo swim all way
over, (laughs)

Then after it hannened, we went u>y and looked, and the hole was so
big- birszer than tws dining room tables. It went down for ~uite & few
ecks N2 T heard the adulte talking about how far it go dewn, If it
G ton f°f, it on €o briler voasm, Wow beaek in tho-e dgys théy used
coal, and thevy don't use oil, They don't have no 9il at that time-
use coal, whe man down There had (to) shovel cozl to make steam to

travel,

So that's how I come over to the United States, and I got to Jeattle
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and T had to get on train, -nd again snother adult took a group of
weocle to lontreal,

I stayed in Hontreal (with) relatives for a lit:le while and I come to
Bostone(Il) had to go through the nrocess- interrogation, I passed it
and they let me out. around February,

inat vear was this?
t4al

This was Lelore learl "larbor?

Gefore “aarl Harbor, Then I went to school. I went to school first and
I met aAnericen friend, about the same age. 3ame class (in school) Aand
since I'm a novelty at thzt time, I'm Vinda enoy it. (lauﬂha) de took
me to (hig) family, and the fanily kind of iikéd“mé,=qu Liked the

-

family. I enjoy it and so(they) becoms my second family,
ihege were mericans?

American family, They German, ‘hey Llived around Clifton “ark.

“hat'e how 1 started going to elementary school, Until all the young
men went to war, Thenm I had to go to work in the kitchen. I drom from
the elementary Qchoo1 and (1 was a) drop out until the war's over, But
meanwhile I still went bact to sez the family - Asmerican firiend, ‘hey
very nice., fheir nam!s ‘obine (swelled out) and they (were) very, very
nice, They {(were) like mother (and) father to me.

That's wonderful,

And after the “econd .orld Mar, I went back to school, znd I went back
to my srandfathers laundry which is not very far from iz Hobine's placee,
Clifton 2ark. o I visited them, ;1nally ny grandfather sold the laundry
and nhe wanted to go back to Jld ountry right after the :econd .orld

Jar., I wanteld to go to school, He wanted me to go back to the 01ld
Gountry, get married and have kids, and work in laundry and sc on and

so omn,
In the 71L& Country?

In the 7ld Qountry. Went Wack to 3ld Country and get matried and come
back and then cowe back end work In laundry, I catl see myself in
(tho:e) sho=z(s).

So Itentinue to go to school. On my own. I worked in restaurant on
weexend, and while I went to college I stayed (with) the Hobines,too.
I staved there. .henever I come in there, there's always a room, and
when I'm hungry, there's always a plate on the table walting fov me,
A room for me anytime I come in. I had a bed to lie down aon),

So they wew very, very nice to me., Eike mother {(and) father o me,.
And the boy's like (a) brother to me, We still like brothere , and I
still vieit the family. And iom and Jno pass(ed) away a couple vears
ago,
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i remember vour firgt i-mresiions of Paltimore and smerica as
>

At that time, imambesr 1
ie “ovn on, and chere w
keep you warm, I kind of like it. I had shoes to osut on, Jtherwise,
in old country I would probably run around half naked, (laughs). It!
true, I told my zids, even though I'm £9 vears 0id, I'm half naked
runsing aroundl the rice poddy., I kinda enjoy it.
in Bolfmere . . .
ﬂwhen youl grrived? vas it similar

, I kind of enjoved, one, you had nice bed to
as alenty of food to =at, Tou had clothes to

Vhat vas the Tiinasze family structure

to the 31ld Country?

~

The fanmily stricture (was) the same. Yes, again ) its the relatives,

tlemember, at th-t time there was only no more thsn a damen “amily

that had mothar and father in the city, in thia country, Inly sbout
: r

co
¢ male, =znd because of discrimin-
no other entertainment except go down
ir own entertainment by ;ﬂmmL*_b. fhat's

lved, Zhinesze gambled & lot because thev had no other

f
]
0
J
@
=
A
o
=
=
4

(to) Shin:

as tois cacds ang --7

Laver! slo kinds of Laﬂbllﬂﬁ Ty e
things, I3 on 7anmbling is zero. (lau:hs)
What was the Dlace of wvomen in Jhinese society in America? but cnere
weren't thalt many, I Zuesa?

Jhe mother is usually the boss. If's anazing, Wot like in the inited

e % - . o " St - ~ . - .
states. fhe mother is the boss fliie the Sodfather kind of thing, it's
not, but they (are) hidien behind, rthey is smart. Chinese women VETY
clever, ey let the men think thev are the boss, Actually, they brhind
everything, {(lauznsg), +hery the ones thi hold the Ffamily torgether,

and of course, Zsther had to go sut and moke the bacon md briug <1t}
home, and mother do the cooking,

In your article, you =aid vor granimother nad said she wonld find
the orelilesl girl in the wvill X d you mean by that?

AZell, when T leave =he 314 Gountry, they alvays Jant Lheicr childreti-
grendchildren come breok and get marvied, That's one thins that they
( do to) get the grandson to want to comeback, At that time, I was too

young teo actual 'y understand what she meant,
Wer: narriages arranged?

.
e lays é;

t-h (v

P [
i
r‘r o} o

:“anged (at) that time- even un till Second world war,

£ , They stili doing it. (laughs)
1elu but I nad a lot of re-
irl -  Want to meet

g
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her?!' and 30 on and S0 on,

and this still goes on?

Jhiey wsbill dou, There's no differcnce, sut today both party(s) have (teo)
be sulislied, Comosbible, Jhare the resoousibilities, Mot like in the
old Jountry, " You have to marvy my reﬂ@tive 50 and go. San't do

that anymore today, but yvou have to both sign sezrmission

“armiszion?

Roth permissions, ot signed, but agrezment, Yack in the old dave,
Vol hﬁd no choice, You marry go and so and that's it, 3ut today the
VounEsters have a cholice, " I'm not like that person.™ ' Ix, so LT1ll
find you znother one, ™ That's what' todavs »olicy, Xeep trying
(Laughs)., ~een trving on me, (laug

d0 vow récall what (vas) the ~raaztest adiustment vou had o make vhen
o cume over?

Ji, the great:st adjustment is the language, I remember tha . :he pPro-
blem of ths language. snd mking f£riends, I remember that when I was
little ( I was) very very lonesowe, =nd that's how I lsarned how to
draw, (to) keszp myself ocoupied. o I get involved in art because

here you sit down, and yo¥ can't read their language, their books,

You tave very little of vours, o you bas: time 49113 other things you
are familiar with,

SN you 4rew?

E
i
e
w
©

and T odvew nictures, And I kind of succecszful in that so o work-

ing on it,
Did vou run inteo Hrejudi as {a child)?

For me, when 1 wags young, no, because
they took me ( into the) fanily, =0 I never had that feeling. I never
had that £feeling, but when I talked to other pzonle, they had, yes,
(1) think prejudice is there and as I loolx into 1t, I can see., But
from my personzal exserience, I know I didn't, even when I finished
school,

vou sez I met th: Hobines and

\.) e

xecent one time, vhen I sign u»> the course Ffor art education, thz dean
of the college asked me " when vou finish this course nere, you going
toe go back to 3ld Jountre:

7 and teach?! That's the only time I felt dis-
crimination, nly time. Mo other time. and (even) Lhep, in & way, L
7asn't embarvased, but I was llnc of @ necerned, I think- :hat
to be? Going back, maybe, I don't want to go back. ‘hat s the on

= 0
G0

i
roing

7
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time for discrimination,

It's a much clder culture thah our culture,

3o yvou mean, do L feel that waw?

Yes,

Yo, mo, I don't feel the suweriority or inferiority aspect. Lo, .hen
T {(was) in schoocl I had a lot of friends =wnd I 7o to parties, *“he
childhood ;x?ezience with Hobines, L feel mno ilaC”1ﬁ1n~L7on I even
reme 1her when “obines have “urties oSlaying sost ofZice and so on,
Litcle kids, fhe %ids treat me Like one of them, I never feel dis-
crimination, 2 hen when I start come out teaching, thén I never feel
that way, although the students I have may >ronounce my name in other

sounds- 41h;9rﬂﬂt way. (laughs), “hat vou asy consider discrimination,

Ho, T don't think so, Mayb€ they want to learn my language and pronounce
the word, the nare, so, 1T fexl tuat way.

Did vou have any trouble retting adjusterd to nmerican food?

Yo, Matter of fact, I don't remember my adiu
(Laugnhs} xcept one thing - cheese, I had a
cheese, 3Jack in the old davs, in ﬂy uncle's resztaurant, they had cheese
hanging on ton of the ﬁ.StadwinL You know the huge cncuse hanging

un? “nd I don't iize the odor or fragrance of thzs chzese at that time,
Zut I lezrned to ezeot it and like it,

ﬁ)

tment at all. anything.
1t 1o hard time. I remember
(0]

Moy

Vot exactly, Ths kind of choe ze we call bean cake- kind of cheesze,
Jut 1t's not cheese - bean czke, 1t doesn't have the fragronce or
odor lize a cheese,

Jien wou weve a child, did american celebrations such as Thanksgiving
or the Fourth of Mly mean anvthing to vou?

Yes, I venember rially looiing forvard when T was a child to Thanks-
giving, because “om Hobine always had Thanksgiving and I loved oie,

The nie, the fraﬂ“*nce, and thz flavor, =and the roast turkey stufiing,
T never forgst thaot Mom ‘obine made the bost roast turkey, dack in
thoar davs, we Looked forward to turkey at fhanksciving, I & n't remem-
ber whether it's the same turkey thav have save up until Shristmas or
not, but we do have turkey around Ohristnastime, too,

A
0

you realize that americea was your home, or 4id thiz ewr
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afger I went to school, I finlen d high school and I realized that
(was) the o way L could make 1t, “nd I den t think I w e

ileS, Go i nto other kind

upation, - went ©o ¢
school I 7ent to work down at 7Zh
ing highway, Jhen ¥ orkad thewm and

(<

1
work in rice na

o

=]

=t Ags3 mbly lant, «ight on Broen-
] 1 I do rws oout 4 bslte in 4 nuts
and tifhaen together,

Yot that's all day, Jumping into one car 2nd out of another, ~11 you
1o 1 >t 4 bolte in and 4 nuts and tighten us with air gun, and by
thi: end ol the Jduay L ovuws lead Lived, I goL home 50 tired, and ra

would say, * What'e th: watier, son? " I tived," e said * - 2z off
your T shirt (and) I'll giv: yJe anf alcohol rub " I said, " Yo,
THi% an v hed and rest, ' And the next dry 'Ll @ back and d those

same Things over again, I can'l see myselL fa? the rest of my life,
woriains thae as~embly line, doing the same thing. That's hard work-
I aspreciste ediication. ( Laughs),

Yeg, that's when vou decided aducttion was the Thing?, .im)
You gaid ( in wour article) that you returned to Jhinaz, i vou?

-+ @ * - -
Did you go hek into China?
3

I couldn't (go) back -t that time, in 1969, L stop at Jong Jong and I
find my sister - the family - 1lived there at that time, 'Twoy wanted
come over (to) this country, 20 when I came back I started to work on
the arrangzment for ( them to) come over, Shonsar them over,

Fow did you feel going back to a totally Chinese area?
I found thd when I wwag a child mass(ing) through Hong Yong it was
entirely different than '5%, Completely Oﬂjoelte. I couldn'™t belicve
how it developed., Such a tremendous change, -* lot of neople there,
G\ICT" ‘FC-‘L.}.“ mﬂ}lon at thelt bLime and the butLdEn‘ was all over Tne place,

?
e
L

About 20 or 37 stovey high, and the 2e-ple all over the place
ven ths nast summer Laent back ¥ong dong to visit iong Hong- my other
atives, it got worse. ore goo7le, {laughe), But thisz time I really

enjoy it because this melative af mine took me all over the nlace where
ordinary tourists don't go to, and if I zo by myself, without relatives,
I probably wouldn't see all those things. But they tob_ me z2l1 over
Hong ong, the different islands, New Territories, and I taste their
food, and T really love it., I had wondexful trip this past sumner,

sood, good. Going back To your childhood, you did not work in your
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C: I nelped out, during the second world war, although I worked in the

restaurant when the day I get off I go to visit my grandfather. At
one tiwme my grandfather did sull me out of the restaurant because

the laundry was very busy, 30 he went back there znd nulled me out
of the restaurant, and I helped him in the laundry.

e vihe wvaeg working in the laundey?
C: Just ny grandfather. 3v himself, He hired & colored lady to iron shirts,

and 7 uqaabﬁj helined him tn iron do 1lar, starch the coliar,and iron a
few shirts, and =o on,

K: Wag there a differznce in discipline for a voung Shinege in ameria
as against in Jhina? vas the discipline in the home different? with-
in the family?

C: Within the family, no different., The only difference ig the discipline
sroblem in the 014 Zountry, Zemember the male sojourners {are) out of
the country. fnev (are) overseas. -:nd the mother has to ﬂlay mother
and father =art, " this 1s one Hroblem Lhat was entirely different,

Fay

Yow the Ffamily here, when you had mother and father in the fa-ily,
tle discipline had te be shared, Child belhwvior I'm sure would be
entirely different- psychologically different,

Here then you had mother »nlay both warts in the old eauntry and vou
come over to thig side znd father had to play both parts. other had
to piay both both parts, wmother, Fuuner, or for me, my grandfather had
to play all those varts., Father, grandfather, (mother), It's hard for
him, .nd the youngster's behavior s>roblem different, I consider my-
self kind of rebelling azainst those philosophies,

4
e
o

grandfztheris)

Could you explain again his philosodhies? ( Your ¢

C: Yes, his philosophy is thalt you come over, work, make the money, go
home, marry, settle down, 3ut my ohalosophy is ta make something out
of vourself, ‘nat s the reason I went to school, It's entirely differ-
ent, His idea is still (thz) 0ld Country idea, The young generation
look different, They see, thev go to school, and they see the thing
different, they want to change it and I consider myself as part of it.

,_4
-~
L)

Did you say that your grandfather went back and stayed?

o

C: My grandfather never did went back. After he sold the laundry in the
early 50's when I was in college and my grandmother Passed awav, ;0
he Just stay,

K: tMhere was your ~“randmother Living?

C: In China, she couldn't ® me over., If she wanted to come over., she would
have had to take cut saper and go through same old routine.'#hey can't



{(15)

o home to 2ld Sountryv and bring the wife over, Not until after
second Yorld _ar, The only one who can bring the wife over is the
one who has been in the zervice, as a GI, Then they can go, a lot of
young, in the 20's and 30's afler Lhe 3econd world Uar, they had been
in the serviee, *hey go back to ( the 21d) Jountry and bring the wife
over- no oroblem,

“hey came as war brides?

That's it, Like = citizen they got off ths boat. o problem whatsoever,
No interrovation, Mo routine,

well, the interrogation stonied comiletely after thewar (didn't it)?

after the Second Warld Yar. {<ht. @nd after that, in the 827s, they
also checked on thz 9aver sons, 1 became citizen in 60-31. 3efore
that, in Lhﬁ 50's they (were) very strict. They checked on everyone to
see whether you were genuine orfpm er son, Paper son go back to Uld

Coun;ry. JE leTW1se, vou had to ' through pwoce»h and change,

How in the 5D's, when .ennedy was in, I think that the law changed,
fhat you can change your name @ m oaper son back to renuine name,
sut nothing {else) change, So in th» G60's I did, L ch-nged buok to my
genuine na ane, HHom Xim Hay, the fSwmily (that) “ﬂoated me, LZrom Leslie
Shin. Sut they cannot change anything else, just ths name. fhe nge,
birthday, snd so on, they cannei change.

Jell, what is your name now?

~he faason That I still use ~eslie Chin is because I have been using it
in my fiel my occunation, and 1f I change 2ow I kind of o nfuse tﬂlnca.

So I kind o leave it alone, 2ut in the lﬂgﬂ" Lleld, I use thz name Hom
kin Zay. For example, I took a trin out of the country I used Hom Ldm
Hay on the passpori,

H l‘hv

That'a UIr 11aY ( spellizd out)?

Ka¥ (opelled out) 0 I had to use that on my paszoaort, sas 2 matter of
fact, this sumner, 1 had some problems cashing smerican { Ixuress)

checks, what I d4id wrong. I bought the travellers checks and used
Leslle Chin's nanme. +hen “hen I go over there ! wanted To cash that,

ney wanted the sas:wort, fhey say " ilow come the wassvport has diffe: ent
Name?" Fortunately my relative knew the money exchanger. " That's X

( laughs) I went through, Ho problem. Jtherwise I would { have had)
pn)b"ema.

i

P
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I'm sure that your driver's license says Leslie Chin, doesn't

iight, ¥ license has that name, and of course socizl security number
is the same,

are there mny of vour friends over heve that were -—ajer =oms

=)
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G: Yes, I'm sure o Lot of them, but they have changed to enuine, Jince
1960 thev have changed now,

K: daz it thy 2ind of thing thsat you talked asbout beforennnd, or you
Just wont very quiet?

£ that time, you have to kept very cuiet., ¥But nov I cen talk more

Fro oly T have nothing ¥~ fear, T have hecome = citiren and 7 om telling
the teurh, I have mothing t entr, ~t that Time yes, they mrobably
would say, '' You waner son, You have no rizht to be here, You go back

to O1ld suntry. "¥You don t wind to go back, but the sroblem is, how

can [ make & living over there? and all Vour Lriends ave over hare,

Wnen you do want to comne back, the process, the procedure that evolve
and you go through and 211 those, Yery unsettled.

. thing Jhen you were vounder- ch, Ghinese
e fear. Aow aid that differ in Baltimore from the 2id Jountry?

g: In id Country, the kids usuvally wecieve giffts fron the adults, and the
youngsters always looking forward to wowet11ng. we all -njev it. And
thev celebrzte maybe 137 days »r a counle weeks and the (have) all kinds
of goodies To 2at and gifite to recieve, =g a woungster vou <et a lot
of those things, How in this country I kinda missed out those things.
Bt every vear thev do have a counle of days- especially on ‘unday,
to celebrate lew fgar, but uot like in Uld Country. iLi:s whole week,

Jounle of wesks,

" ¥: and also Thing Ming? (4 period of venervation of ancestors, Yenerally
gifts and food are taken to the tombs or shrinzs of thes ancestors)
g: Ching ing., At the Faster Time. To visit. 3imilar to our =~aster time.
%: How da thit celebrated ovzsy hers if the ancegtors e not here?

Gr e have~ the Chinese have cemetary- counle of them, »nd we 2o, =t
Ching dng---- {end of tane, not mnoticed.

Items discussed after taze ran out. The customs of Ching ing are changing
feonle are not bringing food znd gliits any more to the tombs, but are
bringing nlastic f{lowers and some real flowers, e custom used to be to
take food sut to the tomb, and then talke it hdéme to be eaten,

iF there are no ancestors in this country, there is usually a shrine for
tlie zncestors who are buried uabroad,

‘here are Thinese cemetaries in Baltimore, vne at the end of Horth
Avenue, =and one out at Leuden “ark cemetery

fhere was discussion oF Jimmy Wu, ~ﬁe also was born in the Jid Socuntry
and knows morse aoout the loa 1l Chinese comunity than a1y01c else,

Jimmy Wu, as a vsungster, took Leslie Chin to z denartmer t store to buy

.CJ_ - .

nerican clothes shortly after ne arvived in 3altimore.
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L.C., trip over

ditto

ditto

1..0., smerican friends

difference in generations atliludes Lowards education
Impressions of dmerica & Chinese/american family structure
Plaesd of wonen

Arranged marriages and marciage patterns

ad justments in youth

Pre judice and discrimination

ditto

American food

American celebrations

“ealization of being an American

Return to Hong Xong

ditto
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L.C,, work in laundry as child

ditto

Chinese/american discipline

philosophical differences between Chinese generations
Migration after W II

ditto
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L.C, changes name and becomes citizen
ditto

ZJaper sons after war

ditto

4
celebrations- Chinese New Years
Hew Years and Ching Ming 7
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