 §

Bocument o)

~ BY THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES,

. !

£

%

v

v




, REPORT.

- The Commiltee on the Colored Population of Maryland, submit
the following Report, and the accompanying Bill.

The Colored Population of Maryland, is divided into the slave
and free. . |

The relations of the former have been so long established and
are so thoroughly understood, that legislation is rarely necessary
in regard to it: nor is there, now, anything concerning it that
requires the especial notice of the committes.,

©On the other hand, the free colored popuiation, including, as
well’ persens born free, as emancipated slaves, has been made,
again and again, the subject of legislative action: and, at this
tiine, circumstaices give to all matters connected with it, a more
than ordinary interest, '

There are more free colored persons in Maryland, than in anv
other State of the Union; the number, according to the census of
1850, being 74,723. In the city of Baltimore, there are 25 475,
Anne Arendel contains 4,602, which is the largest number in any -
one county; the smallest number being in Allegany county, where
there are 412. :

At the first census, of 1790, the entire free colored pepulation
of Maryland, was but 8043, and the white population 208,649,
The present white population being 417,943, it will be observed,
that, while the free colored population has increased ninefold, the
white population has only doubled, in the last sixty vears,

Fhe entire colored population, slave and free, of the State, In
1790, was 111,079, of which 103,034 were slaves. The entire
colored population, in 1850, was 164,445, of which 90,368 were
slaves. The free colored had icreased, in the sixty yeats, 66,-
680, the slaves had diminished 12,668. In 1810, the slaves
numbered 111,502; which was the largest number ever held, at
one time, in Maryland. ,

From these figures it will be noted, that the increase of the ag-
gregate of the entire colored povulation has been owing, entirely,
to the increase of the free portion of it, which has been, uninter-
ruptedly going on, ot almost an uniform rate, while the slaves
‘haye decreased, by 12,668, since the first census.
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The increase of the white population, from 1830 to 1840, was
in the ratio of 9.3 per cent. only; while the free black population
increased in the ratio of 17.26-—ratios of increase, respectively,
which, if maintained for many successive census periods, would
have, ultimately, placed the free colored population, so far as
numbers were concerned, in the ascendancy. Less notice was
taken of this revelation of the census of 1840, than was to have
been expected from its very suggestive character, especially as
there were few, if any circumstances, to indicate a change in the
ratios of increase. 'The census of 1850, exhibits a far more sat-

1sfactory state of things; for, although the ratio of increase of

the free colored population had advanced from 17.26 to 19.44,
yet the white population has increased in the ratio of 31.74 per
cent. 1n the same period. , |
These statements are general. Their intprest is not lessened
by looking into their details. For instance, in 1790, there were
100 white persons for every 10 free colored, in Kent county; in
1840, the proportion was lessened to 20 whites for 10 free col-

ored, and the late census shews the further reduction to 17 whites,
2 2

oniy, for 10 free colored. From 18490 to 1850, the white popula-
tion remained stationary in Kent—the return of both census being
the same—Db,616, while the increase of the free colored population
in the interval, was 652. e , L

In eleven counties, the ratio of increase of the free colored
population has been greater than that of the white, between 1840
and 1850. In Charles county, the white population has actually
decreased, and in Kent it has remained stationary, while the free
colored population has increased 94 in the former, and 652 in the
latter county. |

Ihe committee might continue, and apply the details of th
census to the different counties. But it is unnecessary in thi
place. They have said thus much to draw attention to tables, an-
nexed to their report, and which exhibit all the information that
can be required on this interesting branch of the State’s statistics.

‘This interest grows out of the fact, that the population, to
which these statistics relate, and which they shew to be steadily
ncreasing in our midst—is one, with which there never can be
that amaigamation, that social and political equality, which shall
unite it with the white and dominant population as one people,
with common sympathies, interests and destiny.

That the presence of two races in Maryland, under such cir-
cumstances, can be advantageous to either, or promote the pros-
perity of the State, no one pretends. In the inevitable compe-
tition that must exist between them for employment, in all the
avenues of labor, the weaker must go to the wall, whenever the
population becomes so dense as to reduce the wages of labor to
a mintmum.

e
S

At this time, when the aggregate population of Maryland,

3]

white and colored, is 583,035—there seems to be room for both
cces, so far as mere subsistence is concerned, although, even
now, white men are to be found in many cccupations, which, a
few years since, were held by colored persons, almost exclusivel v
T'he ratio of increase, from 1840 to 1850, maintained until 1890,

would give to Maryland, at that time, a population of 1,380,196.

But, supposing it was doubled only, in the next 40 years, it can-
not be doubted that the difficulties which, now, often-times beset
the free colored people in their search for employment, would be
grievously increased.

‘That these difficulties arise from the increase in our aggregate
population, is proved by the fact, that it is only within the last ten
years that they have been at all recognized and made the subject
of remark—a fact explained by reference to the statistics already so
largely drawn upon.

setween 1830 and 1840, the a gregate increase of the white
and colored population, was 22,979, or 5.1 per cent only; while
from 1840 to 1850, it was 113,016, or 24.04 per cent., the in-
crease of the free colored population in the two periods, being
9,140 and 11,989, respectively. The immigration into Baltimore
alone, for the first of these terms, had been 53,322, and for the
last 68,392, - ‘ , '

Now while the increase of 5.1 per cent. in ten years, from 1830
to 1540, was not sensibly felt in the market for labor, the in-
crease of 24.04 per cent. from 1840 to 1830, was often severely
felt, especially when an increased foreign immigration, of a class
of persons, who become at once the competitors of the free
peopie of color, formed so large an item in the aggregate increase.

But while all are willing to admit that the presence in the
State of the two races thus referred to, is advantageous to neither

ot
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ottaem, and 18 full of gloomy portent, it is difficult to say what is the

g

exactly right and just course to be adopted, so far as legislation

.
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*®

18 concerned, under the circums ,

‘That the two races must ultimately separate, the committee do
not doubt. Their separation is the only solution of the political
problem to which their present existence together oives rise, and
this being conceded, there is but one place to which theX can re-
move as a body—and that is Africa. In no spot on the continent

of America, in none of the adjacent Islands, can they establish Y

themselves as an independent people. ‘They must get out of the
way of the white man, and go where he cannot live; not in view
of the present population of this Hemisphere perhaps, but in view
of the time when the white men of the New World shall equal in
numbers the white men of the Old World. Afriea is the only
place which fulfils all the exigencies of the occasion. It is the
country of the colored race, and a country where the white race
cannot live. |

In 1831, the Legislature of Maryland, with a forecast
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that was prophetic, anticipated this pericd-~whose advent, few
then thought, was among the possibilities of the future—when
an increasing white population, and a more active competition
for emnployment, would make it apparent to both races that they
must separate, and that the weaker of the two would be obliged
to remove, by the force of circumstances which no human power
could control.

Against this time, it was the policy of the State to pxowde, and
they "did it, by appropriating $200,000 to the preparation of a place
to which the free people of color and emancipated slaves might
bé removed, with their own consent, on the coast of Affrica.
This fund was placed under charge of three Managers appointed by
the Governor, giving bond, and acting ‘Wzthouf compensation.
After a time, they found it beiter to employ the agency of the
Maryland State (Joiau ation uocuiy a body incorporated by the
State, and enjoying an income from individual contributions and
other sources. The Managers made reports of their proceedings

from time to time, to the Executive—the unnual meetings of the
3

State Society were gemm uly held in Annapolis; its cperations

%

were kept before the public evemadm
in the Legislature to withdraw the State’s appropriation, when the
results of the whole subject, and the condition, j opu%ﬁun and
growth of the Csi(}m’ for the eﬁ;ia lishment of which the funds of
the State were used, were made matters of discusion—so that it
may be fairly said, that the colony of Maryland in Liberia, con-
'iemﬂ} ated gener: sﬁiy by the Legislature of 1831, has grown to 1its
p”esem sh‘ape and consistency undm‘ the auspices of the State
It 1s an illustration, not 1 the wisdom than the humam%‘y of
the authors of the act of 1831, 1t now presents the piace to
which the free colored people of the State may engza’ie when
they shall become satisfied that if 1s their interest to do so. Thus
far, the obligation which their presence among us, wi ;mout fault
of their own, uS a distinet race, has imposed upon us, has been

discharged, and the committee are satisfied from the 11 formation
that has been afforded them, that an el "MHe and happy home has
been prepared for all those who choose to seek it on the coast-of
\fica. - '

Among the papers which have been submiited to the mmmit-

tpe, are the reports of the Managers of the State fund and of th
: e Colonization Socie ty, and " which, Jﬁmaﬂ"h alrea dy befme
ﬂhe HOJ%P of Delegates, the commitiee desire to make a part of
this report.

From these, 1t upneaw? that the entire expenditure of the State
Society, has been $3 1”,(}“3} 18, of which $186,922.16 was re-
ceived fmm the Managers of the State fund—and the balanece of
$130,127.02 was the comubutmn, in a1d of the State’s s objects,
from the State Society. ' .

It also Appears, that the number of engz ants sent from Mary-

ipts were sometfimes made
1§Y
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Jand has been 1078-—and that the public revenue of the colony,
applicable to its support and defence is now upwards, somewhat,
of $2000, and is steadily increasing. For other partmulars in
regard to the colony, the committee refer to the report already
mentioned.

The Managers and the Samety both state, that the colony is
not yet able to maintain its present condition without aid from this
country ; that its income 1s not sufficient, yet, to meet its civil
list ; and that the necessity, yet, of paying for the transportation
of emigrants to it, and their maintenance for a season after their
arrival, requires meaus, to be obtained on this side of the Atlan-
tic; and they unite 1n urging upon the State, the continuation of
the appropriation of $10,000 per annum, which has heretofore
been paid, under the act of 1831, and which expired by hmua-
tion, with the year just ended.

Tt is very strongly represented to the Committee, and the expe-
rience of some of them confirms the statement, that of late, with-
in perhaps the last two years, a change has taken place in the
Opmmns of the free peeple of color, in regard to colonization;
and that they now admit, that sooner or idt“f‘, they will have to
adopt the ali sernative of commmtmn, rather than remain 1n the
bta‘f’e, and, it is urged, with much reason, upon the Cammltee,
that the increasing emigration, which must be the result of this
change of opinion, is, in itself, the only means thmugh which the
colony will be enabled, with the increase of its population, to bear
all of its expenses without further hel p from the United States.
And, it is further urged, that a check to the emigration at this
time, for a want of means consequent upon a discontinuance of
the State’s appropriation, would be greatly to be deplored, and
would operate, materially, to retard the accomplishment of the
State’s object in becoming, orwmaﬁy, a contributor to the cause
of Colonization.

In the propriety of these views, the Commitiee are most ready
to concur. To stop now, when 'the object to be accomplished
under the act of 1831, is on the eve of completion, would be to
deny the policy of a legislation which circumstances shew to
have been most wise and just.

The Committee are satisfied with the prudence that has marked
the expenditure of the funds of the State, and acknowledge the
advantages that have resulted from the employment of the agency
of the State Socict ty; and havmg every reason to rely upon the
same care and judgment for the future that have been exhxbzted‘
in the past, they recommend the continuance of the State’s appro-
priation for the further period of ten years, unless the Legislature
choose to repeal it in the meanwhile,

The Committee deem 1t only proper to say, in this connection,
that they do notlook upon the number of emigrants that have been
transported to Africa, by the State Somet},_a by any means,the




proper standard by which to esiimate the success of colonization.
The true standard is the condition and capacity of the colon}, in
view of the purposes for which it was established. Does it af-
ford a safe and comfortable home, in a congenial climate, to which
the free people of color may emigrate when cxrcumatunces shall
make it their interest to do so preaentjy, at the expense of the
State and others—hereafter, as commerce grows up between the
two countries, at their own expense, as German and Irish emi-
grants now come to America ? If this quesuo*l can be satisfactorily
answered, and the Committee believe that it can be, the Society
has done all that coukd be reasonably required of it, and has ful-
filled, so far, the purpose of its existence.

\or do the Committee believe that the small number 'ﬂroad"

transported to Africa, affords any arg!zwent agamst the efficiency

of colonization to remove the entire free colored population of
the State, whenever this population finds 1t their interest to remove.
The {oremn immigration into Baltimore, alone, in 1847, was 12
009—not one individual of which, probably, had his expenses
paid for him. The same emigration from Maryland to Liberia,
would, in six years, carry off the entire {ree colored population of
‘Lhe State. 'That there should be such an emigration, it 1S neces-
ary that there should be a desire to emigrate, and the means for
emlo“ratlon. Circumstances are producingthe first, and the growth
of the colonies on the coast, the result of these clrcumstances, is
rapidly creating the commerce that will afford the last.

The Committee submit herewith a bﬂl to carry out the recoms

mendatvons of this report. -
All of which is respectiully submitted.

JOHN FLEMING, Chairman.

<




	PAM-369_Cover
	PAM-369_01
	PAM-369_02
	PAM-369_03
	PAM-369_04

