


70 THE READER.

Tar principles, purposes, and measures of the American Anti-Slavery
Society and its auxiliaries having been extensively misunderstood, and
quite as extensively misrepresented, its friends would respectfully submit

to the candid perusal of the public its Constitution, the Declaration

of Sentiments adopted at its formation, and an Hxposition of its Plat-
form, by WiLLiam Liovp Garrison, its President. By these docu-
ments, and by its official acts, not by the opinions and acts of indi-
viduals upon other subjects, wholly foreign to the object for which
it was organized and to which its efforts have ever been scrupulously
devoted, the Society asks to be judged. Inviting the co-operation of
every lover of human freedom, of whatever sect, party, or sex, in the
one great work of abolishing Slavery, it interrogates no person as to
his or her views of Theology, or of any other foreign topic whatever;
it knows neither Catholic nor Protestant, Orthodox nor Heterodox, Male
nor Female, but addresses itself tq every human being, and seeks to kin-
dle the fire of Anti-Slavery in every human heart. The documents here-
with submitted will, i is believed, be deemed a sufficient answer to those
who are attempting to destroy its influence by falsely representing it to
be a « jacobinic” and “infidel ” association.

o

SOCIETIES AND NEWSPAPERS.

Office of the American Anti-Slavery Society, 142 Naasau street, New York,
where is published weekly the National Anti-Slavery Standard, its official organ ;
8. H. Gy and OLIVER JOHNSON, Editors; EpMuND QuUINCy, Corresponding Editor.
Terms, $2 per annum. !

Office of the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society, 21 Cornhill, Boston. SAMUEL
May, Jr., General Agent. At this office is published 7%he Liberator, edited by
WriLniam Lroyp GarrisoN. This paper is not officially connected with any Anti-
Slavery Society, but is an independent journal, devoted mainly to the aholition of
Slavery, but discussing, pro and con, to a limited extent, other important subjects.
Terms, $2.50 per annum. ;

Office of the Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society, 81 North Fifth street. Philadel-
phia. J. MrLLer MoKy, Corresponding Secretary and General Agent. 7he Penn-
sylvania Freeman is the organ of the Society. Cyrus M. Burieiem, Editor.
Terms, $2 per annum. 3

The Western Anti-Slavery Society has its seat of operations at Salem, Columbi-
ana county, Ohio. Its organ is T%he Anti-Slavery Bugle, edited by Marrus R.
Rosixsoxn. Terms, $1.50 per annum. ; ¢

CONSTITUTION

OrF THE

American Anti-Slabery Sntietg‘

- Formed in Philadelphia, Deconber 4th, 1838.

b

. WaEreas, the Most High God ‘“hath made of one blood
¢!l nations of men to dwell on all the face of the earth,” and
hath commanded them to love their neighbours as themselves;
and-whereas, our National Existence is based upon this prin-
ciple, as recognised in the Declaration of Independence, ‘“ that
all mankind are created equal, and that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are
Ife, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;” and whereas, after
the lapse of nearly sixty years, since the faith and honour of
vhe American people were pledged to this avowal, before
Almighty God and the World, nearly one-sixth part of the
nation are held in bondage by their fellow-citizens; and
whereas, Slavery is contrary to the principles of natural justice,
of our republican form of government, and of the Christian
religion, and is destructive of the prosperity of the country,
while it is endangering the peace, union, and liberties of the
States; and whereas, we believe it the duty and interest of
the masters immediately to emancipate their slaves, and that
no scheme of expatriation, either voluntary or by compulsion,
can remove this great and increasing evil; and whereas, we
believe that it is practicable, by appeals to the consciences,
hearts, and interests of the people, to awaken a public senti-
ment throughout the nation that will be opposed to the con-
tinuance of Slavery in any part of the republic, and by effect-
ing the speedy abolition of Slavery, prevent a general con-
vulsion; and whereas, we believe we owe it to the oppressed,
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_citizens who hold slavex, to our whole country,
zg- (;)uors’f:g(t);i (;1It1d to God, to do all thgt is lawfully 11]n 011011'
power to bring about the extinction of Siavery, ngdo e;er 1;5;
agree, with a prayerful reliance on the Divine al %’?1) o_nm
ourselves into a Society, to be govg:rned by the following

Constitution :

Armiore I—This Society shall be called the AMERICAN
ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, :

rrrone IT.—The objects of. this Society are the entire
aboﬁtion of Slavery in the United States. While ﬁt gdmlﬁ
- that each State, in which Slavery exists, has, by t el qnls ;
tution of the United States, the exclusive right to legislate
in regard to its abolition in said State, it shall aim to t(}:lor}-
yince all our fellow-citizens, by arguments addressed to .qen'
understandings and consciences, that Slaveholding fl.bt a
heinous erime in the sight of God, and that thg duty, sade_ )tr,
and best interests of all concerned, require 1its wmme zic ¢
abandonment, without expatriation. The Society will also
endeavour, in a constitutional way, to influence Congressrtfol
put an end to the domestic Slave trade, and to ab% '1Sh
Slavery in all. those portions of our common cquntry,cwllc
come under its control, especially in the District of Colum-
bia,—and likewise to prevent the extension of it to any
State that may be hereafter admitted to the Union.

tcLe ITT.—This Society shall aim to elevate the char-
actéI&'R;n& condition of the people of colour, by encouraglgg
their intellectual, moral, and religious improvement, gpd ty
removing public prejudice, that thus they may, according ‘t}(;
their intellectual and moral worth, share an equality vylt
" the whites, of civil and religious privileges ; but thls.Soqmd.y
will never, in any way, countenance the oppressed in vindi-
cating their rights by resorting to physical force.

. the principles
ArricLe IV.—Any person who consents to .
of this Constitution, who contributes to the funds of t%%s
Society, and is not a Slaveholder, may be -a member of this
Society, and shall be entitled to vote at the meetings.

| SOl i i hall be a
Articte V.—The Officers of this Society s
President, Vice-Presidents, a Recording Secretary, Corres-

in ies, 3 ive Com-.
onding Secretaries, a Treasurer, and an Executive

mittee of not less than five nor more than twelve members.
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Arricte VI—The Executive Committee shall have power
to enact their own by-laws, fill any vacancy in their body,
and in the offices of Secretary and Treasurer, employ agents,
determine what compensation shall be paid to agents, and
to the Corresponding Secretaries, direct the Treasurer in the
application of all moneys, and call special meetings of the
Society, They shall make arrangements for all meetings of
the Society, make an annual written report of their doings,
the expenditures, and funds of the Society, and shall hold
stated meetings, and adopt the most energetic measures in
their power to advance the objects of the Society. They
may, if they shall see fit, appoint a Board of Assistant
Managers, composed of not less than three nor more than
seven persons residing in New York City or its vicinity, -
whose duty it shall be to render such assistance to the Com-
mittee in conducting the affairs of the Society as the exigen-
cies of the cause may require. 'To this Board they may from
time to time confide such of their own powers as they may
deem necessary to the efficient conduct of the Society’s
business. The Board shall keep a record of its proceedings,
and furnish a copy of the same for the information of the
Committee, as often as may be required.

Arricte VII—The President shall preside at all meet-
ings of the Society, or, in his absence, one of the Vice-
Presidents, or, in their absence, a President pro tem. The
Corresponding Secretaries shall conduct the correspondence
of the Society. The Xecording Secretary shall notify all
meetings of the Society, and of the Executive Committee,
and shall keep records of the same in separate books. The
Treasurer shall collect the subscriptions, make payments at
the direction of the Executive Committee, and present a
written and audited account to accompany the annual
report.

Arricte VIIT.—The Annual Meeting of the Society
shall be held each year at such time and place as the Ex
ecutive Committee may direct, when the accounts of the
Treasurer shall be presented, the annual report read, appro-
priate addresses delivered, the Officers chosen, and such other
business transacted as shall be deemed expedient.

Arricte IX.—Any Anti-Slavery Society or Association,
founded on the same principles, mav become auxiliary to this
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f e ixili i 11 be ex
sers of each Auxiliary Society sha
i arent  Institution, ‘and shall !oe
‘transactions of its

Society.
officio members of the P s
entitled to deliberate and votgf; in t‘ e
concerns. i iy

Arricte X.—This Constitution may be amended, at any

[ i 1 ; te of two-thirds of
1 meeting of the Society, by a vote ‘
:111? uilember's gi)resent,, provided the ‘fuqaendments E}ropoieiagé
have been previously submitted, in writing, to the Execu

Committee.

OFFICERS FOR 18534
 President :

WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON, of Massachusetts.
Sk Vice- Presidents :

: ine 3 LurHER
Prrer  Lispey, Maine 5  Bexsawry  Coynes, | .
Parrex. Davis, Vermont ;

MgeLexpy, New Hampshire; -
‘ 1. Bowprren
Fravois Jacksoy, Epmuxp QuiNey, WILLIAM 1 ;

Massachusetts ; Asa FATRBANKS,
B. Wamcous, Connecticut ;

Roserr PuURvIs,
Pennsylvania ;

California.
Corresponding Secretaries:
Eowvxp Quincy and Syoney H. Gay.

- Recording Secretary:
WenpELL - PrILLIPS.

Treasurer:
Francis JACKSON.

Rhode Isiand ; Jawzs
Savven J. May, Taomas
M‘Crintock, Isaac Posr, Prmwy  Sexro, New York ;
Fowarp M. Davis, Twomas WHITSON,
Groree ArxrysoN, New Jersey ; Taomas
Garrerr, Delaware ;. Troyas Dovarpsow, Asa  Davis,
Wittiay  Sreoman, Josged Barxer, Ohio; CLARKSON
Puckerr, Indiana ; Joseps Merrirr, Trowmas CHANé)LER,

ichi . Jouxy Wicserr, Illinois; James A. SHED,
Tota b i G vA B. Kirsy
Towa; Cates Greey, Minnesota ; GrEORGIA : .
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i Ezecutive Committee: 7

WinLian Linovp ‘GarrisoN, Frawors Jacksox, Epmunp
Quincy, Maria Wesron  CuapmaNy, WenpeLL Prrmuips,
ANnxE WarreN Wesrox, Syonxey Howarp Gay, Briza
Lee Forien, Javes Russern Lowsri, Cuaries F. Hovey,
SamuerL May, Jun.,, Wiuiax I. Bowbrrcn.

D u
T ;

Decloration of Sentiments

OF THE

AMEI%ICAN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.

ADOPTED AT THE FORMATION OF SAID SOCIETY, IN PHILADELPHIA, ON THE 4TH
DAY OF DECEMBER, 1833. .

Tue Convention, assembled in the City of Philadelphia to
organize a National Anti-Slavery Society, promptly seize the
opportunity to promulgate-the following DECLARATION
OF SENTIMENTS, as cherished by them in relation to the
enslavement of one-sixth portion of the American people.

More than fifty-seven years have elapsed since a band of
patriots convened in this place to devise measures for the
deliverance of this country from a foreign yoke. The corner-
stone upon which they founded the TempLE or FrEEDOM Wis
broadly this—‘ that all men are created equal ; and they are
endowed by their Creator with eertain inalienable rights ;
that among these are life, LIBERTY, and  the pursuit of
happiness.” At the sound of their trumpet-call, three mil-
lions of people rose up as from the sleep of death, and rushed
to the strife of blood ; deeming it more glorious to die in-
stantly as freemen, than desirable to live one hour as slaves.
They were few in number—-poor in resources ; but the honest
conviction that Trurw, J usTicE, and Riear were on their
side, made them invincible. §

~We have met together for the achievement of an enter-
prise, without which that of our fathers is incomplete ; and
which, for its magnitude, solemnity, and probable results
upon the destiny of the world, as far transeends theirs as
moral truth does physieal force. i
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In purity of motive, in earnestness of zeal, in decision of
purpose, in intrepidity of action, in steadfastness of faith, in
sincerity of spirit, we would not be inferior to them.

Their principles led them to wage war against their
oppressors, and to spill human blood like water in order to
be free.  Ours forbid the doing of evil that good may come,
and lead us to reject, and to entreat the oppressed to reject,
the use of all carnal weapons for deliverance from bondage ;
relying solely upon those which are spiritual and mighty
through Grod to the pulling down of strongholds..

Their measures were physical resistance—the marshalling
in arms—the hostile array—the mortal encounter. Ours
shall be such only as the opposition of moral purity to moral
corruption—the destruction of error by the potency of truth
—the overthrow of prejudice by the power of love—and the
abolition of slavery by the spirit of repentance.

Their grievances, greatsas they were, were trifling in
comparison with the svrongs and sufferings of those for whom
we plead. Our fathers were never slaves-—never bought and
sold like cattle—nevdr shut out from the light of knowledge
and religion—never subjected to the lash of brutal task-
masters. - i %

But those for whose emancipation we are striving—con-
stituting, at the present time, at least one-sixth part of our
countrymen—are recognised by the law, and treated by their
fellow-beings as marketable commodities, as goods and chat-
tels, as brute beasts; are plundered daily of the fruits of
their foil without redress—really enjoying no constitutional
nor legal protection from licentious and murderous outrages
upon their persons ; are ruthlessly torn asunder—the tender
babe from the arms of its frantic mother—the heart-broken
wife from her weeping husband—at the caprice or pleasure
of irresponsible tyrants. For the crime of having a dark
complexion, they suffer the pangs of hunger, the infliction of
stripes, and the ignominy of brutal servitude. They are
kept in heathenish darkness by laws expressly enacted to
make their instruction a eriminal offence.

These are the prominent circumstances in the condition
of more than two millions of our people, the proof of which
may be found in thousands of indisputable facts, and in the
laws of the slaveholding States.

Hence we maintain, that in view of the civil and religious
privileges of this nation, the guilt of its oppression is un-
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gqualled by any other on the face of the earth ; and, there-
ore, . ’ :

i '_ghat it is bound to yepent instantly, to undo the heavy
fI’I:)IE.B . ens, to break every yoke, and to let the oppressed go
We further maintain—that no man has a right '

M : : to enslave
or imbrute his brother-—to hold or acknowledg% him, for one
moment, as a piece of merchandize—to keep back his hire by
fraud—or to brutalize his mind by denying him the means of
intellectual, social, and moral improvement.

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. To invade it is
to usurp the prerogative of Jehovah. Every man has a right
to his own body—to the products of his own labour—to the
protection of law, and to the common advantages of society.
1{3 }Ss pl.l;a(iiy to guy {)r sﬁeal a native African, and subject him

ervitude. urely the sin is as great ; -

s gy e y great to enslave an AMERI

- Therefore we ll)elieve and affirm—That there is no differ-

ce, in principle, between the Afri 7e- N

i i : ‘ e African slave-trade and

That every American citizen who retai i
snesfl ns a human be
in involuntary bondage as his property, is, according H’;%
Scr%[}‘);l;u}ﬁ‘eéh(Eyli. xXi. 16) a MAN-STEALER. ; i

at the slaves ought instantly to b
und{‘rl' the protection of law. 4 o f_ree, v e e
hat if they lived from the time of Phara
: oh down to the
present period, and had been entailed through successive
glqnere;tlgnsl,) Ehm}f right to be free could never have been

alienate i i i i
solemnity,. ut their claims would have constantly risen in

That all those laws which are now i itti '

' - are in force, admitting th
rlggt of slavery, are therefore before God utterly nullg an(ei
void ; bemg an audacious usurpation of the Divine preroga-
tive, a daring infringement on the law of nature. a base
overthrow of ‘the very foundations of the social co’mpa.ct a
c<1))111'1ple'te extinction of all the relations, endearments and
;ll 1%}?3(;:1031 ;f manknad, and a presumptuous transgressi’on of
. . commandments; and th
1nst%‘r71t1¥ oo g ; and that, therefore, they ?ught

e further believe and affirm—That all :

) _ — ersons of 3
vvhcil possess the qualifications which are derrll)anded of oct(illgxl:
ought to be admitted forthwith to the enjoyment of the same
privileges, and the exercise of the same prerogatives, as

. , as

N




others; and that the paths of preferment, of wealth, and of
intelligence, should be opened as widely to them as to persons
of a white complexion. %
‘We maintain that no compensation should be given to the
planters emancipating the slaves—
Because it would be a surrender of the great fundamental
prineciple that man cannot hold property in man;
DBecause SLAVERY ¥S A CRIME, AND THEREFORE IS NOT AN
ARTICLE TO BE SOLD;

Because the holders of slaves are not the just proprietors
of what they claim ; freeing the slaves is not depriving them
- of property, but restoring it to its rightful owners ; it is not
wronging the master, but righting the slave—restoring him
to himself ;

Because immediate and general emancipation would only
destroy nominal, not real property; it would not amputate a
limb or break a bone of the slaves ; but, by infusing motives
into their breasts, would make them doubly valuable to the
masters as free labourers ; and »

Because, if ‘compensation is to be given at all, it should
be given %o the outraged and guiltless slaves, and not to those
who have plundéred and abused them.

We regard as delusive, cruel, and dangerous, any scheme
of expatriation whieh pretends to aid, either directly or indi-
rectly, in the emancipation of the slaves, or to be a substitute
for the immediate and total abolition of slavery.

We fully and unanimously recognize the sovereignty of
each State to legislate exclusively on the subject of the slavery
which is tolerated within its limits ; we concede that Con-
gress, under the present national compact, has no right to
interfere with any of the slave States in relation to this
momentous subject. ;

Bat we maintain that Congress has a right, and is so-
lemnly bound, to suppress the domestic slave-trade between
the several States, and to abolish slavery in those portions
of our territory which the Constitution has placed under its
exclusive jurisdiction. : : :

We also maintain that there are, at the present time, the
highest obligations resting upon the people of the free States
to remove slavery by moral and political action, as preseribed
in the Constitution of the United States. They are now
living under a pledge of their tremendous physical force, to
fasten the galling fetters of tyranny upon the limbs of millions

in the Southern States ; they are liable to be caliea as.an
moment to suppress a general insurrection of the slaves:
they authorize the slave-owner to vote on three-fifths of hié
slaves as property, and thus enable. him to perpetuate his
oppression ; they support a standing army at the South for
its protection ; and they seize the slave who has escaped into
their territories, and send him back to he tortured by an
enraged master or a bratal driver. This relation to slavery
is criminal and full of danger : 11 MUST BE BROKEN UP.

These are our views and principles—these our designs
and measures. With entire confidence in the overruling
justice of God, we plant ourselves upon the Declaration of
our Independence and the truths of Divine revelation as upon
the Kverlasting Rock. 5

We shall organize Anti-Slavery Societies, if possible, in
every city, town, and village in our land.

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of remon-
strance, of warning, of entreaty, and rebuke." :

We shall circulate, unsparingly and extensively, anti-
slavery tracts and periodicals. _ :

We shall enlist the pulpit and the press in the cause of

- the suffering #nd the dumb.

We shall aim at a purification of the churches from all
participation in the guilt of slavery.

We shall encourage the labour of freemen rather than
th%t of slaves, by giving a preference to their productions ;
an

We shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the whole
nation to speedy repentance. :

Our trust for victory is solely in God. We may be per- 4
sonally defeated, but our principles, never. TrutH, JUsTicE,
REesson, Humaxrry, must and will gloriously triumph. Al-
ready a host is coming up to the help of the Lord against
the zmghty, and the prospect before us is full of encourage-
ment.

_Submitting this DECLARATION to the candid examin-
ation of the people of this country, and of the friends of
liberty throughout the world, we hereby affix our signatures
to it ; pledging ourselves that, under the guidance and by
the help of Almighty Glod, we will do all that in us lies, con-
sistently with this Declaration of our principles, to overthrow
the most execrable system of slavery that has ever heen
witnessed upon earth—to deliver our Tand from its deadliest
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i lest stain which rests upon our
cur§e—{co vggghso‘ﬁ}—jggdf?; secure to the colqu}'ed pOp}Yllil(?};
Il'atl(mt’a tﬁchni.ted States all the right.s and pmvﬂeg%sazvmay
’610111 00‘ fo them as men and as Amencans—:—come )Ivjether 1y
b rsons, our interests, or our reputa’tlon—w o,
livo th p'etness the triumph of LIBERTY, JUSTICE, and H{IMt 4]
h;f epz(;'i‘svﬁ untimely as martyrs in this great, benevolent,

0 :

hOl}]r)g?;ésea;t Philadelphia, the 6th day of December, A.D.

1833.

- o
AR o

.EXPOSITION OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY PLATFORM.

] ) the American
[ 1iam Lloyd Qarrison, President of
Sﬁefﬁtiﬁém%gzaggcie% at the New-England Anti-Slavery Con-

vention, in Boston, May, 1853. S
: PHONOGRAPHICALLY REPORTED BY J. M. W. YERR 5

Mz. Presmest,—1 rise to submit to the Qol?veé:ﬁ%g ’%1(1)(;
f llowiilg Resolutions, which seem to me specxg. y o
?‘, the present time, when so much misapprehension o
]?)oth esilgies of the Atlantic, as t% lj;he, trge gix;m;acter a
iti i nti-Slavery Society :
posﬁli)n %festo};:edA n'll?]i;cta?n;:mueh as the condition of n?emkﬁlr(;
hip in the American Anuti-Slavery Society is, simp I}lr, i
.. ition of the self-evident truth, that no man eﬁx pae
recognt 1 in man, that immediate emmancipation is t g 1'1.g‘G
prqﬁfr Zlelwe and the duty of the master ; as that OCIGny
Of'ther disciplines nor excommunicates any member f(')n i?) n){
et f acting inconsistently with his anti-slavery 'profe’ss i
Ch@lge?v‘cformbis as open to its opponents as to its friends,
J lt?' 5 aJto all; and as the great instrumentality for the p%at(f-
. anld geﬁtion of slavery is the utterance and apphcat}or} (1)1 S‘e
. 31 (1?0 the consciences and hearts of the people ; 1(31 0 (‘)“é 4
t{ut so long as the Society is true to its fundamenlta‘ pé'mb;
tlla it furnishes common ground for all those who claim oion.
- e§_, for the overthrow of the slave system, and secess
afwlo}fis an indication of a factious spirit, or of conscious un-
gslr;}ﬁ?nlgness or inability to meet the responsibilities of the cause
andl“téx e’gg:;elieg t’lll‘el)la%ltogg. man, who consents to stand on the
anti-slz.wery plat’form,—»or standing where he may, no man

questioned anti-slavery acts as entitling him to go unrebuked
in cases where he is regarded as found wanting.,

“ 8. Resolved, That it is not only the right but the duty of
the professed friends of the slave to be watchful and Jjealous,
lest there be any compromise of his rights, and to admonish
each-other whenever or wherevep there seems to be a derelic-

tion from the strict line of anti-slavery principle; and whoever

takes offence at this, or withdraws himself from our platform

in consequence thereof, shows himself to be consciously in the
wrong, and unable to vindicate his position.”

hese Resolutions are so comprehensively expressed as to
render it unnecessary for me to occupy any considerable por-
tion of the time of the Convention in their elucidation.

Sir, for what are we assembled at this Anniversary ? Tt
is to bear anew our testimony against chattel slavery in our
land. That sin is so palpable, that crime is so enormous, that
110 man can honestly doubt in regard to its real nature ; for

God never yet made a human being who felt in his soul that

he ought to be a slave; and, therefore, the universa] heart of
our common humanity, in all ages, in all climes, hag
the idea, that man can be made the property of 3

Well, then, we are all opposed to slavery—so we say ; we
all desire its-abolition—such ig our profession. But how sha]l
we the most effectively proceed, to accomplish its overthrow ?
What shall be the mode by which we shall cooperate, in order

bject ?

influences

other consideration subordinate. Now, is it not possible for
the true friends of freedom to be as united in the defence and
eXtension of her sacred cause, though differing in their reli-
gious.and political opinions ? T affirm that we can unite ; .
that we ought to unite; nay, that the true in spirit are united,
all over this country.

But, surely, it is desirable to organize; it is better to work
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ingly; trating our forces,
ther than to work singly; for, by concen g our for
:?eg ian operate all the more’ powerfully upon public opinon.
But how shall we organize ? What should be the plvatfortrzn
laid down, on which to invite every opponent of slawgry 0
| ? : : . . .
Stmicrll the first place, it ought not to be aBrehtglgui [()I;%%Igizs%-
3 . 1 . A e ’
i hnically speaking—Presbyterian, Haptist, HLe
J(D)lrc')r;’n;re(:)tﬁer : ):Iforpthat would be exclusive ar;df se(g;a,ma.n.tsﬁg
altitud: iends of freedom ou
1d leave a vast multitude of the frien
‘())meil’s for various reasons ; and, I}epqe, there would be great
loss of strength, and an unwise division of forces. i
In the second place, it must not be, simply or maﬁn Y o
political organization ; for as (})ll}ly a small pl?g'moai gfl ;; heaﬂ’eof
i to vote in this government—as o .
i o £ their sex, are politically dis-
the population, on account o N
‘cod__as many persons are conscientiousty Opp
gaﬁgl}gisr?g a govern};lgnt of violence and blood—as I??lly
ofhers are precluded from the ballot-box by their views 0 : tli
ro-slavery compromises in the Constitution—a mere}al pofore
lgal organization must necessarily be exclusive, and there
~ contracted in its sphere of a({;u:éty 1?}111(1 11;531;12205};6 b
ir, we want something better than et ‘ '
othgrf:—svgmething more catholic, more phllOSOpth&l,meilteS
cdmprehensive. Can we get it? What ought :;(')t' neand
leading characteristic ? What should be the condition 2
¢ membership? I add—
testﬁ;f ’3112 third %1ace, the organization must not .e.Xclgde
women either from membership or from aoémzle parrtézlslz; 121(;
in i i bhor, and have
in its affairs ; because women a : |
: i . and because as many
abhor, slavery as intensely as men; an e
’ i i 1d erying for reliel as }
women are clanking their chains, an S einatadl
member must be permitted to * plead the .
ngis are appointed to destruction,” on his or her own re
sponsibility, as a sense of duty may determine. syt
Lastly, the obiject of the organization mus -
AGITATION—’—the promulgation of the tru’f‘h, and 1’€§t ggp_lc?it 1
to the consciences of a people who ars laden wi nixcéxE Gg;—
and * whose hands are full of blood.” It is a MORA >(d)stolki ’
graTioN which is to be effected, as much nOW z}s 1{} %pess .
times, and by the same. instrumentality—the foolishn
preaching. :
It ‘is evident, m
be based upon A SEL

oreover, that such an organization should
I . ETTY
F-EVIDENT TRUTH, and animated by A VITAL
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PRINCIPLE, appealing alike to the understanding and conscience
of every human being, without regard to religious or political
opinions. That truth is, that slaveholding is, under all eir-
cumstances, a sin against God ; and, therefore, that imme-
diate emancipation is the right of the slave and the duty of
the master. 'What is self-evident is all-embracing, and may
be held in common by men and women; by Christians and
Infidels; by those who belong to religious bodies, and by
those who do not; by those who exercise the elective fran-
chise, and by those who are disfranchised for conscience sake.
We can all give our hearty endorsement to the prineiple,—
requiring nothing beyond this, that each one shall apply and
carry it -out, with conscientious fidelity, at whatever cost, and
wherever it may lead, according to the light that is in him.

Well, what next ? The platform of the organization must
be free to all, and speech upon it left untrammelled. There
must be a willingness to hear not only those who are friendly
to its objeet, but also those who are hostile to it; for the truth
has nothing to fear in an open encounter with error, and
ever courts inquiry and examination—ever coming out the
better and stronger for it.

Now, sir, this is the spirit, the freedom, the platform of
the American Anti-Slavery Society. That Society is willing
to hear, at its own pecuniary expense, in its own meetings,
whatever may be said against its principles or measures, in
whatever temper or language.  If it has any favours to grant,
they are granted especially to those who are disposed to assail
it—giving them (in the greatness of its magnanimity) not
only an equal chance, but more than justice requires, if de-
sired. This is the secret of its freshness and power.  If ever
the time shall come when this lofty trait in its character shall
be blotted out, then you may write ““ Iomasop” upon its walls,
and proclaim its downfall. i

Sir, we resort to no disciplinary measures.  We put forth
no bulls of excommunication. We neither exclude nor sus-
pend any member, on any ground whatever. Every one is as
free to go as he is free to come, incurring no censure for his
withdrawal. As a condition of membership in the Society,
we are agreed simply as to the abstract principle; we are -
agreed, also, that it is the duty of each and all to adhere to
it, as its legitimate application may be perceived, *“ remember-
ing them that are in bonds as bound with them.” Whenever any
thing is found hostile to its progress, then whoever makes the
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discovery is bound to cry out against the obstacle, and
attempt its removal. If, in the course of the conflict, he shall
find himself called upon to cut off his right hand or pluck out
his right eye, there must be no hesitancy—the hand must come
off, the eye must come out.

Sir, we are sometimes accused of being narrow and exclu-

“sive, in our organization—of imposing tests and requiring
conditions, which interfere with individual conviction and
personal freedom. No accusation can be more unjust, no
opinion more erroneous. Do we say that the members of the
American Anti-Slavery Society must agree” in proclaiming
the Constitution of the United States to be ““ a covenant with
death, and an agreement with hell ?” Do we say that none

“shall be members who vote for such men as Franklin Pierce
or Winfield Scott 7 Do we say that they shall be excommu-
nicated, if they remain with the Whig*or Democratic, or Free
Soil party—or with a pro-slavery church or denomination, or
support a proslavery clergy ? We say no such thing; we

“make no such requirement; we let every man stand account-
able to his God. i T

But there is one thing we do, and mean to persist in doing:
we keep our platform open to all, and free to all, without re-
spect of persons. We utter our convictions fearlessly and
independently as to who and what is pro-slavery, and allow
nothing in Church or State to pass unchallenged respecting
its position to the anti-slavery cause; we mean to criticise,
reprove and warn, and are ready to be criticised, reproved
and warned in turn. :

Of course, the American Anti-Slavery Society is as much
bound to make a faithful application of its distinctive princi-
ples as each individual member. To be effective in its opera-
tions, it must cherish and promulgate definite opinions—the
collective opinions of its members, as expressed by a majority
on any given point, for the time being. True, it may some-
times err in judgment; it may not always come to a right

* decision; still, as it ever holds itself open to reproof and con-
viction, as it gives the minority every desirable opportunity to
expose its fallacies or errors, this affords no good reason for
refusing to cooperate with it, unless it palpably discards its
fundamental principle. All that can be done, among fallible
human beings, under the circumstances, to arrive at a true
result, is assuredly done; and where this spirit prevails, in
ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, rely upon it, that result
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will be satisfactory—such as duty demands. Welcoming the
light from whatever quarter it may shine, how is it possible
for the Society to evince a stronger conviction of the rectitude
of its course,—or, if in error, a more manly desire to be set
right,—or a more unselfish consecration to the cause of the
enslaved in our land ?

No step has the American Anti-Slavery Society ever taken
backwards. Not that it is conceited, dogmatical, unwilling
to yield when in error; but because there has been no occa-
sion for retracting or going back. = 'We have abandoned many
of our steps, but it is the abandonment of conquered outposts
in our onward march to grapple all the more vigorously with
the enemy in the citadel of his strength. We do not stand
precisely where we did twenty years ago, or even ten years
ago; we are all the while finding new issues and making fresh
advances; and all this is essential to the abolition of slavery.

Now, then, if we do not dictate to any man to what party
he shall belong, to what creed he shall subscribe, to what
church he shall give in his adhesion, or from which he must
withdraw, or what he shall think or say of the Constitution
or government of the country-—if we allow him free speech,
and he professes to agree with us in principle, and in the duty
of adhering to it under all circumstances—what excuse has
he for absenting himself from this platform ? How can he
Jjustify himself in lifting his heel against us? Why should he
run away ! Here is the place to maintain his position.
What if the Society deem him to be unsotdnd in some of his
views, or pro-slavery in.some of his relations to Church or
State ?  [e believes his position to be a tenable one. Then,
as a conscientious and sincere friend of the slave, he will be
serene and unmoved, instead of getting angry and furious.
Instead of impeaching the motives or spirit of the Society,
he will say, “ You give me all I ask-—all that any man, who
has a soul, can desire—the opportunity to state my convie-.
tions freely, and to defend my conduct, and that is enough!
Believing that I am right, T have full faith that, ultimately,
Ishall have the satisfaction of seeing the Society espouse my
side of the question.” : '

And yet, Mr. President, what secessions have taken place
from our ranks, from time to time! All the way through,
following all along the track of our march, are to be found
the carcasses of multitudes who have perished by the way.
They ran well for a time, and then they fell to the earth,




(18)

fhers, growing hatefal and persogahilfé gﬁi
irit, placing their sectarianism above a,l.l% be}drozéainst ~the
T causz itself, have become embit e}‘é& ﬂ” far MOTE
slavprty and sought to destroy it; and eVlt gnc};ﬁractel‘%f
s to cripple the efforts and blacken the slzm gl
?}rllex 1§§<S;ompfomising Abolitionists, than to bring
) % ; 't
dxbrngu;g T ask, what is it that we e)lcgctt? lgfoih?gf‘?i?;l{;
: . 0N ,
s . ctice as to the applecairon O. = o
P Juﬁglﬁevr;g giﬁ%ﬁ‘ihe, in order to membership }n th:nﬁogée i}’;é
?ootw 0113 as to the principle itself~—an V%ndm:]igldue s
S(l)lundne}srs and paramount importance.. It

S8, 1 times
ance for the fact, that mankind make progress, if some

S in the
rapidly, more commonly by a slow process. We know,

e con-
ture of the case, that all men do not leap teolf}cl)?n:i? We
nla ion, logically, or by intuition, at e t. there may be
e that. among those who are equally hone%, ot didnlis on
lgnov.vﬁ ble fxesita?lcy on the part of some, a’}dl ofn i yunpliod:
gllllst;):rt of others, as to where thehprm;:;}e)nethae nzost vl
. re will be cases wnere :
W a%mig;hag(gl ea time, be somewhat troqbledf toﬁggﬁ;%:
zslr%};)ic:%er thi}sr’or that step is really ta g:rg;figgﬁlesg ?f geuwoul A
ir. all these things mus i e
Bglﬁkﬂ‘zg{gl%sﬁ%r for the overthrow of slavery. Ultimately,
W : :
e. Bim 3
ma)é'aﬂ ii’e; er};lz;lcl)):g of our orgamzat}ion ];:an Eﬂg;legs 'G;) tjxc'lliee
I, 1 - feel that he oc
. -atic party, and feel -
Wh'lgl = ?em(l)(;(izéig:)rllcig S0 5(rloing, let him remain Wlt}l ﬁzsgg?e
. agi'g (?onscience let him be true. To his (})}W zomes o
o d or fall. What we shall do 1S»When '2' n is incon
i ft?t%rm to endeavour to show that his Pgsism S it
e pta with %he principle he has accepted, an o gf Sodom
sisten As Lot was commanded 0 flee o God
ro-slaVGrSi’;ht not be destroyed with its mhabil an iy a‘t s
i he{? ¥ eople in Babylon, Come out of her, - O%’ e
sa};s tgrtéskgrs of her sins, and that ye ;e%‘ﬂgzbgn ey
nf ges 2«0 we think anti-slavery dem%?;'l? e o
ofagvery, pro-slavery seclt axldhga;;);£y orlc}’mrch, or the gov-
on to leave his Paily, : i ifest
= feiltcaﬁlelae?s ];13 liberty to remain in i, a';‘d ge will-mant
%gn;?méﬂty - exhibi(’iing tf: 1$a$3§d’fll&n ’I;Le will endeavour
. y examined as e he
iead]l{;\%%frsgﬁalze}?g is actuated by the ‘highest rggard ionh
0 8

and perished. O

d evincing his

(19)

cause of those in bondage, and that in the position he occu-
pies, he sincerely believes ha can do better service to that
cause than in any other way. :

Now, sir, can you conceive of any thing more charitable
than this—more magnanimous than this—more sublimely
courageous than this—a higher evidence of a desire to be in
the right, and a wish never to be in the wrong, on the part
of our association ? Where is there such liberty conceded on
any other platform, religious or political ? =~ What other enter-
prise—except the little, despised Non-Resistance enterprise—
has ever been so constituted, or so indulgent on the score of
freedom of speech to all? The Free Soil platform is not free;
the Free Soil meeting is not free—(I say it not invidiously,
of course—I only deal with the fact.) It is exclusively for
Free Soilers; it does not say, “ We welcome every man to

this platform, to show us wherein we are in the wrong.” No;

~what is the reason? = I have my own opinion about it—what
do you think ? : ~ ;

“Thrice is he armed who hath his quarrel jusi:.’i ;

There are those in our ranks who deem the position of the
Free Soil party not the highest and best for the cause of the
slave. - T'hey might come on to the platform—and if it were
a free one, they certainly would come—and there would be a
searching examination. Ts it to prevent such an examination
that their meetings are not as free as our own ? Why, sir, if
at any of their gatherings they can get a Webster Whig, or
a Hunker Democrat, to undertake the defence of his party,
or to make an assault upon theirs, there is great rejoicing,
and they are quite ready to shout, “To the platform—to the
platform! Hear him—hear him!” Why is this ?

as against the Webster Whig or the Hunker Dem
Hree Soilers know that tiley occupy the vantage gr
can cover him with confusion of face.
the radical, uncompromising A bolitionist
welcomed, and they are not invited to

Because,
ocrat, the
ound, and
" But with regard to
8, their presence is not
occupy the platform.

Wi A. Wart, of Watertown—Does Mr. GARRISON mean
this Convention to understand, that the meetings of the Free

oilers are not open to all who claim to be the friends of ‘the
slave, or whether they do or not ? ’ 4

Mr. Garrison—T will answer tha
another—which is

t question by asking
the Yankee method, you know. Does our
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that the Free Soil meetings are

friend WHITE mean to say

thus free ?
Mr. Warre—1 do ; and I hereby invite Mr. (G ArrisoN 1o
attend the next Free Qoil Convention, and make a speech.

(Laughter and applause.)
Mr. G ARRISON—V €Ty good! Buf is our friend authorized,

in behalf of the party, to make the invitation ?
Mr. Warre—No, sir' ; 1 make it on my individual respon-

sibility. ,
tion would receive

Mr. G arrisoN—I doubt if such an invita
- the sanction of the party, as such. At any rate, it has never
e world. But I am not the man to

yet been proclaimed to th
quarrel with that spirit, but will ever give it the right hand

of fellowship.

M. President, adopting the fundamental principle of the

American Anti-Slavery Society, what have we done with it in

our organization ? In & faithful application of it to men and
measures—to tical institutions of the

the religious and poli
land—to constitution laws—we have made many dis-
coveries—discoveries

imes with
amazement, sometimes with deep regret, sometimes Wwith
heartfelt anguish ; because We started, a

t the outset, mixed
up with the old parties and with the religions sects, ardent in
our attachment and earnest in our support of them. We did
not know where we were going ; We could not tell what was
pefore us ; for who foresaw, when he gave in his adhesion to
the cause of the oppressed, that he would be called upon to
give up his party, his church, his minister—to lose his reputa-
tion and jeopard his worldly interest—to the extent he has
been required to do? But we took the pledge of fidelity to
the slave. We declared his cause to be good and true—yos,

divine ; and hence, whatever obstructed its triumph, must be
from the adversary, and not from God hat hazard and

cost all this has been
On many points,
greatl unanimity of sentiment.
the opinion, that the Whig party of the country is foully pro-
slavery, and therefore ought to be abandoned. We are equally
convinced, that the Democratic party is utterly subservient
to the Slave Power, and thoroughly polluted, from which it
is the duty of every pure-minded man and every true Democrat

#
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in the dark, or we believe them t
raise no warning voice, acting as th
leaders 7 Not criticise them I—let them go, forsooth, be-

canse they make good anti-slavery speeches now and then—.
help. the fugitive slave now and then—and ‘manfully resist
the wsurpations of the Slave Power !

Why, sir, do we not
gratefully acknowledge ail that they do for the slave, and
give them full credit for i6? The anti-slavery speeches of
Mann, of Sumner, of Hale, of Giddings, I have always
gladly printed in the columns of Tre LiBeraror—(loud
applause)—and I think I have not been chary in my tribute
to those gentlemen for the anti-slavery work that they have
done..  For one, I must be beside myself, if T can quarrel
with them for being faithful to our cause. But when, in my
Judgment, they fail to carry out their principles, or stand in
a pro-slavery relation, what shall T do, as an honest man—as
their friend, and as the advocate of the slave ? Shall I be
dumb ? Shall I say, “No. matter—they mean well ; they
have said and done many very good things ; let them run 97
Why, nobedy should let them run. I hold the slaveholder
to the strictest account ; shall I not hold every other man ?

Am I not so held by this nation 7 To such an account God

will hold us all.

Do you recollect the case of the young man in the G ospel
—the good young man—who had lived so exemplary a life; -
who came to Jesus, saying, “ Good Master, what shall T de
that I may inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him,
Why callest thou me good 7 there is none good, but one, that,
is God. Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit
adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,
Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother, And he answered
and said unto him, Master, all these have I observed from my
youth. Then Jesus beholding him, loved him, and said unto
him, One thing thou lackest : go thy way, sell whatsoever
thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure
in heaven; and come, take up thy eross, and follow me. And
he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved : for he
had great possessions.” 8o in regard to our Free Soil friends,
Have they not made good anti-slavery speeches ?—what lack
they yet 7+ Have they not contributed to the funds of the
anti-slavery cause 7—what lack they yet? Have they not

assisted fugitive slaves to escape f—what lack they yet ? One
thing ; and that is, they are in a political union with bloody-

o be stumbling, shall we
ey do the part of political
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minded oppressors, and they ought to como out and separate el
themselvegs,pforever from it. (Tuoud applause.) Bub they turn me;%e z(1}1‘:571)11'8,tlon of the
away sorrowful, for they almost idolize the ballot-box. bhafd wever have a
Sir, we are bound to watch over each other, and to ad- 2
monish each other in love, and with all fidelity. Bub fwhat if Oa}])g e?tpected that
o man does not admonish me in love—does that justify me n Hisiiewkhii \g 5 and illustr ect, and after his own
getting angry ! What if, on this platform, I am unjustly Thee%zfl‘fil,?igg v‘:’(})l do this, and no a:i?ehlizsl i,ei?’ll?thls own way.
censured by him? Shall I leave it 10 & passmn? No,sir. 8 holders going 0 occupies this Platforﬁj Wilgi to complain.
It is fo_r me to bqar with him ; to bear with everybody ;_to "f; { repent -"andg own t0_ a never-endine hell <-yﬂtalk Orf\slavfe"-j
let patience have its perfect work ; and to be satisfied with ! no Universalist has a ri Et ell, if they do not
the.liberty granted to me to show that my accuser is in the beli ctﬁ% to take offence, and
wrong—if I am able. No ‘131:_ and it shall not be
Such is the American Anti-Slavery Society. Honest : » 10 18 not,‘
Whigs, Democrats, Free Soilers, you can be members'of it ressio e
Honest Presbyterians, Me ists, Baptists,YEpthOpalians,l glatforﬁl,olfng;,s algi?ﬁ tEO ‘the Universalist, standi .
Catholics, you need no t." You'have equa’ 1§ of all to God—even at h_e believes in the final ng .on this
rights hgre———free speech here—and the object 18 worthy of = t0/do 80, in illast en slaveholders not excepted .?J restoration
your united support—FREEDOM FOR ALL, AND CHAINS FOR voNe! the Calvinist ‘hs ration of an argument :again- 't*'lf he chooses
The grqund occupied by the Society 18 catholic, broad, com- 8 not Kilap udl asd no right to take offence 'aS dsla.very; and
prehensive ; yet stringent in that kind of criticism to which _I g tion with stch a declaration, nor be connect. nd say, “ I will
have alluded, nagely, free speech and free investigation. This . = histe lhuglnro ucd men.” oSo if a word ig cted in any associa-
is the only vital organization in our land to overturn slavery. = subject thag,fr to the Bible, or the S abl,nCldental]y uttered
The political one is narrow, and its action is spasmodic and sp oy may be deemed heretical kath, or any other
limited. A sectarian organization can never meet the wants | héi%%s - o bcl) 15 to be held responsible , remember, it is the
of the great heart of our common humanity. I therefore | Witen the Soacléed, if he ‘evidently me’aﬂg .

Bible, or the ri
, Or ightfulness of ‘
ssumed to seltle any of these ti?ghggm»?z

t the Society; nor is

olory in the American Anti-Slavery Society, in the spirit ‘ ty itself shall bring i to give no offence.
which animates it, in the noble and unsurpassed example it is = ,:: %a?:se;nfft to settle it, forg‘-etljclilzllg ltl;lan‘{ extraneous question
giving to the world of faith in the truth, in its willingness to | : 0 1ts professions,—and not t’ifl Stl?ve’ then denounee if
be searched, in its determination to make the liberation of the ; ; en.  (Cheers.)
glave PARAMOUNT TO ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS. * :
One word farther. By membership with that Society, we
endorse the views of no man on politics or religion,—1o, not @ WH : 4 i :
even the anti-slavery soundness of any member of the organ- AT IS MEANT BY IMMEDIATE.: o
szation. We acknowledge simply an abstract principle, T poenumy: inckly et ABOLITION ?
adverse to the institution of slavery, and agree that we will | the slaves sl’lallll the first place, that all title of
e  be true to it, as light is given us. TrAT 1S ALL. As to the | never relinquisheén%fmﬂy- cease, because their
hue and cry on this side of the Atlantic, and in England, that | have a right, t his cl?,lm of ownership and‘
the American Anti-Slavery Society is a no-Bible, no-Sabbath, own species - 0'sell their own bodies or,bu  Decause none
no-Government Society, &e., &e., it has never come from a arrangement ?as cattle. Is there anﬁhin )Ttthqse of their
 heart beating in deep sympathy for the perishing slave. Itis & It means. s LY : g terrific in this
both a sectarian and a pro-slavery device. As a Society, we wife, and eve r;cvc;lilf%bi’l :

property in
Creator yha,s

that every hush :
, a : :
debate no other question, decide mo other question, than that wedlock according t er own hushand %%ts]ilail)l have his own
pertaining to slavery. As for the holiness of the Sabbath, | protection of I&Wg Ci lﬁll proper forms, and “ ;;lg unéted in

: . 18 thi ‘ \ under the -

9 s unreasonable ?
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- It means, thirdly, that,paxenté,;sﬁaﬂ.;ha.t}e.the control and -
government of their own children, and that the children shall -
belong to their parents. ‘What is there sanguinary in this
cocesalon®is Dus Joolsil mid ni ol 7§ :

Tt means, fourthly, that all trade in human beings shall be
regarded as felony, and entitled %o the highest 'punishment.
Can this'be produetive of evil? - 0 0 e £

- Tt'means, fifthly, that the tremendous power Which is now.
vested in every slaveholder to punish his slaves without trial,
and to a savage extent, shall be at once taken away. ' Is this:
~ undesirable ? . i T | , ,

Tt means, sixthly, that all those. laws which now prohibit
the instruction of the slaves shall instantly be repealed, and
others enacted, providing schools and instruction for their
intellectual illumination. Would this prove a calamity ?

" It means, seventhly, that the planters shall employ their
dlaves as free labourers, and pay them just wages. Would
this recompense infuriate them ? £ 1iv ,
"1t means, eighthly, that the slaves, instead of being forced
to labour for the exclusive benefit of others by cruel drivers,
and the .applica,ti%n of the lash upon their bodies, shall be
encouraged to toil for the mutnal profit of themselves and

their employers, by the infusion of new motives into their

hearts, growing out of their recognition and reward as men.
Is this diabolical 7 - i Hads 1 510

" Tt means, finally, that right shall take the supremacy over
wrong, principle over ‘brute force, humanity  over  cruelty,
honesty over theft, purity over lust, honour over baseness,
love over hatred, and religion over heathenism. Is this
e N

This is our meaning of Immediate Abolition.

Where is the individual who is ‘base enough to avow that,
on these terms, he is hostile to the liberation of the slaves ?
who dares to say, in a public and responsible manner,—* I
am. still for giving to the planters ‘unlimited dominion over
their slaves, that they may treat them like cattle, deprive
them of instruction, mangle, starve and pollute their bodies,
rob them-of their earnings, and buy and sell them on specu-
lation, as they do at present o “Where is the individual
animated with a soul, having parents, or relations, or children,
or friends, who would not exclaim, I am for the rescue of

two millions of enslaved countrymen! To talk of the danger:
or injustice of giving them the protection of wise and equita-
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dccounts which were related tous in different parts’ of the
island, by those who witnessed them. ;

" The Wesleyans kept “ watch-night ” in all their chapels on
the night of the 81st of July. One of the Wesleyan mission-
aries gave us an account of the watch-meeting at the chapel
in St. John’s. ~The spacious house was filled with the candi-
dates for liberty. All was animation and eagerness. A
mighty chorus of voices swelled the song of expectation and
joy, and, as they united in prayer, the voice of the leader
was drowned in the universal acclamations of thanksgiving
and praise, and blessing, and honour, and glory to God, who
had come down for their deliverance. In such exercises the
evening was spent until the hour of twelve approached. The
missionary then proposed that when the clock on the cathe-
dral should begin to strike, the whole congregation should
fall upon their knees and receive the boon of freedom in
silence. Accordingly, as the loud bell tolled its first note,
the crowded assembly prostrated themselves on their knees.
'All was silence, save the quivering, half-stifled breath of' the
struggling spirit. The slow notes of the clock fell upon the
multitude; peal on peal, peal .on peal, rolled over the pros-
trate throng, in tones of angels’ voices, thrilling among the
desolate chords and weary heart-strings. Secarce had the
clock sounded its last note, when the lightning flashed vividly
around, and a loud peal of thunder roared along the sky—
God’s pillar of fire, and his trump of jubilee ! A moment
of profoundest 'silence passed—then came the burst—they
broke forth in prayer; they shouted, then sung, “ Glory,”
«« glleluia:” they clapped their hands, leaped up, fell down,
clasped each other in their free arms, cried, langhed, and
went to and fro, tossing upward their unfettered hands ; but
high above the whole there was a mighty sound which ever
and anon swelled up ; it was the utterings in broken negro
dtalectiof ! giititu@8cte Gf6d. Tost s T =

" After this gush of excitement had spent itself, and the
congregation became calm, the religions exercises were re-
sumed, and the remainder of the night was occupied in
singing and prayer, in reading the Bible, and in addresses
from the missionaries; explaining the nature of the freedom
just received, and exhorting the freed people to be industrious,
steady, obedient to the laws, and to show themselves in all
things worthy of the high boon which God had conferred
upon them. ‘ . '
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arrested, and & tumult of emotion overwhelmed the congre-

gation. : ;
° The missionary who was present on the occasion said that
the scene was indescribable. 2.3
 During the day repeated meetings were held. At eleven
o'clock the people assembled in vast numbers. *There were
ot least a thousand persons around ‘the chapel who could not
get in. For once the house of Grod suffered violence, and the
Siolent took it by force. ~After all the services of the day,
the people went again t0 the missionaries in a body, and
petitioned to have a meeting in the evening. -
% At Grace Bay, the people, all dressed in white, assembled
in a spacious court in front of the Moravian chapel. They
formed a procession, and walked arm and arm into the chapel.
Similar scenes occurred at all the chapels and at the churches
also. We were told by the missionaries that the dress of the
negroes on that occasion was uncommonly simple and modest.
TThere was not the least disposition to gaiety. 9
We were also informed by planters and missionaries in
every part of the island .that there was not a single dance
known of, either day or night, nor so much as a fiddle played.
There were no riotous assemblies, no drunken carousals. Tt
was not in such channels that the excitement of the emanci-
pated flowed. They were as far from dissipation and de-
bauchery as they were from violence and carnage. (GRATITUDE
was the absorbing emotion. From the hill-tops and the
valleys the cry of a disenthralled people went’ upward like
the sound of many waters, ‘ Glory to God, glory to God.”
The testimony of the planters corresponds fully with that
.of the missionaries. Vi
Said R. B. Eldridge, Esq., after speaking of the number
_emancipated, ““Yet this vast body (30,000) glided out of
slavery into freedom with the utmost tranquillity.” Qpl
Dr. Daniell observed, that after so prodigious a revolution
in the condition of the negroes, he expected that some irre-
gularities would ensue; but he had been entirely disappointed.
He also said that he anticipated some relaxation from labour
during the week following emancipation. But he found his
hands in the field early on Monday morning, and not one
missing. The same day he received word from another estate,
of which he was proprietor, that the negroes had to a man
refused to go to the field. He immediately rode to the estate,
and found the people standing with their hoes in their hands
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A SABBATH SCENE.

BY J. G. WHITTIER.

;SOABCE had the.solemil sabbafh bell ceased: quivgii-ipg invth‘é steeple,
Scarce had the parson to his desk walked stately through his people,
‘When down the sximfner—sﬁak}ed'strebt a Wagteél fgmal‘e‘ﬁguré,-

With dusky brow and naked feet, came rushing wild and eager.

. She éaw the_ Whité spire thxjough the trees, SHe heard the sweethymn swelling;
0, pitying Christ! a refage give that poor one in thy dwelling.

. il Of

Like a scared fawn before the hounds, right up the aisle she glided,
. While close behind her, whip in hand, a lank-haired hunter strided.

to Heaven and Earth appealing ;

She raised a kéeri, and bitter cry,
dead ? had woman’s heart no feeling ¥

Were manhood’s generous pulses
A score of stqut hands rpsé lfetwggn the hunter and the flying;
Age clenched his staff, and maiden eyes flashed tearful, yet defying.

e and day ?” cried out the angry pastor ;

« Who dares profane this hous
ch’s a slave, and I'm her Jord and master !
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«T've law and gospel on my side,
« My good dear sir, pray excuse me'!

Down came the parson, bowing low,
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Quick, Deacon, throw that Polyglot before the wen

and o'er its sacred pages stﬁmblling,
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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

NEW YORK ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY.

PreamBLE —Believing that Slavery is a sin against God and a wrong against man,
under whatever circumstances it may exist; that Immediate Emancipation is the
right of the slave and the duty of the master; and believing, moreover, that the
abolition of the system demands the combined efforts of the friends of Humanity
and Freedom, without regard to sect, party or sex; the undersigned agree to form a
Bociety, to be regulated according to the following articles, viz : ;

-ArticLE L—The Society shall be known as the New York Anti-Slavery Society,
and shall be auxiliary to the American Anti-Slavery Society. :

ArtioLr IL—The ehbject of this Society shall be to codperate with the American
Anti-Slavery Society in the diffusion of light and truth on the subject of Slavery,

articularly in the City of New York and its vicinity, by means of Anti-Slavery
ectures, books, pamphlets and newspapers, by procuring subscribers to the Nation-
al Anti-Slavery Standard, and by such other instrumentalities as the exigencies
of the cause may, from time to time, seem to require. 20 ; :

ArTioLE IIL.—Any person who consents to the principles set forth in the
preamble may become a member of this Society by signing the Constitution, or by
requesting the Recording Secretary, verbally, in open meeting, or in writing, if the_
1Slociety is not in session, to append his or her name thereto, and contributing to its

reasury. .

ArtioLE IV.—The officers of the Society shall be a President; two Vice-Presi-
dents; a Corresponding Secretary; a.Recording Secretary; a Treasurer; and an
Executive Committee, consisting of these and five other members; to be chosen
annually by the Society. These officers shall perform the duties usually incident to
their respective positions. Vacancies oceurring in any of the offices may be filled
by the Executive Committee. :

AxrTicLE V.—It shall be the duty of the Executive Committee to devise and
execute plans of Anti-Slavery effort; especially in the City and its vicinity ; to pro-
vide for the collection of funds; to call meetings of the Society, or of the public,
whenever and wherever they may deem best; and to do whatever they may think
necessary and right to extend a knowledge of Anti-Slavery principles, and to correct
the public opinioh from which Slavery draws its life. 'Fhey shall hold frequent
meetings for business and consultation, and five of their number shall constitute a
quorum. They shall keep a record of their doings, and make a Report of the same
to the Society at its annual meeting. ¢ : i i i)

ArtioreE VIL—The annual meeting shall be held at such time and place as the
Executive Committee may appoint, when the officers of the Society for the ensuing
year shall be chosen. Bpecial meectings shall be called by vote of the Executive
Committee; or, by the Recording Secretary, at the request in writing of five mem-
bers of the Society. 2 £ v S e :

ArtioLeE VIIL.—This Constitution may be amended by a vote, of two-thirds of
the members in attendance at any annual meeting ; provided, that the auxiliaryship
of the Society shall not be changed, unless notice of intention to move such change
shall have been given, in writing, to the Executive Committee as least one month
previous to such meeting. 2 s mae
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