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SPEECH,

The Convention proeceeded to the considera-
tion of the 23d Article of the Declaration of
Rights, on its second reading, as follows:

s Article 23. That hereafter, in this State,
there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except in punishment of crime,
whereof the party shall have been duly con-
victed; and all persons held to servxcc, or
labor, as slaves, are hereby declared free.’

Mr. Berry, of Prince George's. Mr.
President, 1 approach the discussion of
this question with great diffidence, more
so perhaps than I have ever felt in enter-
ing upon the discussion of any question
presented to my mind for consideration ,
and this is not so much on accoant of the
vast pecuniary interest of my sectivn of the
State in the particular institution, which
will be affected by the passage of this mea-
sure, as the great change which will be
made in our domestic iunstitutions, the
striking down of the whole of the produc-
tive industry and source of wealth of the
agricultural portion of the State and the

violence and injustice with which it is at-
tempted to be brought about by the wa-
jority of this Convention.

'The magnitude of the question involved,
and the paramount interest as affecting the
future welfare of the Siate, must inspire
the members of this body with an interest
that will not be felt in the consideration
of any other question which will ¢laim our
attention here.

L]

The people of my portion of the State
have, ever since the formation of your
State government, and even before, been
so intimately connected with this institu-
tion, (for the existence of which they are
not at all respousible.) and are now so
largely interested in its maintenance that
it is with great difficulty 1 can approach
the discussion of the question, either upon
the grounds of morality or State policy ;
when I consider the proposition as 1eported
by the committee, and the unjust, violent;
and - inconsiderate course -pursued by the
majority of the Convention on this subject,
without a feeling of indignation and dis-
gust, which I do not desire to exhibibon
this floor.

We look upon this effort to abohsh‘

slavery as an outrage upon our rights,
such as vever before has been perpetrated
upon any people; not demanded by either
the advance in civilization, morality or the
present condition of the country, but the
pxonmtmos of a fanaticism which had its
origin in the North, and which has been
so diffused among the people of this State
as to upset their reason and render them
incapable of a just appreciation of the
blessings of republican institutious.

It is a question which, if discussed fully,
must necessarily involve the eonsideration
of all “hose fundamental principles which
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wnderlie republican institutiong,

maintenance of which the ocitizen is most would have been
vitally interested, and withont which no have oce
government can expect the free, full, and had he re
hearty support which all good and

citizens desire to render to the
ment,

to the written letters, take

upied a higher
mained in a state of nature.

ir govern- bles, and difficultic

subjected, are to
Not only do you. propose to destroy a mation of political

domestic institution, but to take from us Whilst I cannot
forty millions of dollars worth of property in his conclusionsg,
without being able to assign one sound ported by powerful
reason founded in fact why this gross out-

rage should be perpetrated upon the slave-
“holders of Maryland.

It will not be denied, I suppose, by
gentlemen on the other side, that this is
eatirely a domest/c institution. Mr. Lin-
coln 80 regarded it in bhis Inaugural ad.
dress, and several of his messages after-
wards sent to Congress, and he further
declared that the Congress of ‘the United
States had no power to interfere with slave-
ry in the States, - Hig consistency in thig

respect you cau fully appreciate’ whep you I would sooner that my eyes had been
sonsider his course toward this institution closed in death than to have witnessed the
in the border States, and the reasons now present  condition of our once bappy
assigned for a continuation of the war, — land ; a condition whieh all the statesmen
It is not only upon his authority that [ of the past predicted would arise, when the
elaim it to be a domostic institution, but politics of the country should become en-
upon the authority of all the treaties upon tirely seetional, which unfortunately was
the subject; and of the statesmen of the the case at the last presidential election. —
past, and never until this unfortunate con- The degraded condition. to which the poli.
dition of things did Congress attempt to tics of our State and country: has fallen,
legislate upon the subject exctpt for its the demoralization prevailing everywhero,
preservation and ' protection, and the bands into which the dircetion and
In the formation of societies the citizen control of affairs are placed, is tahe‘only'
Was required to yield ro t course of the majority

s to which man has been
be attributed to the for-
and chureh governments.
entirely agree with him
although they are sap-

reasoning and almost
convincing proof, yet it must be admitted
by all who understand anything of the phi-
losophy of government, that man would be
better in a state of nature than the subject
of any State or government which fails or
is incapable of giving him proteetion.

Tis sad, indeed, Mr. President, to re.-
flect for a moment upen the condition of
our country, and particularly so to one
who entertains an abiding hope in ‘the
greatness and future growth and happiness
of his country.. Like John Quincy Adams,

16 government solution for the
eertain of his naturalirights for the bensfit here,

af the whole, and ip consideration thereof = If a domestic institution
the goverment undertook to protest him in protected by the law, by
all of his rights, particularly those of fife; it

Fiberty and property. - This consideration [
being the inducement to the compact, any
government necessarily looses its force and
virtue, and entirely fails of thie purposes
for which it was formed, when it do:s not
secure to -the eitizen support and protee-
tion in those rights. And no government
van expect from its citizens either obe.
dience or support, which fails or is incapa-
ble of giving this proteetion. Burke, in
ove of his most beautiful and forcibly

» recognized and
what authority is
DOW attewpted to be wrested from us ?
5 it by any authority of the Constitution
and laws of  the United States, or of the
State of Maryland ? Ideny that any such
authority exists,

It is true, that in time of war,
of luvasion by a public cuemy, duriug the
existence of martial law, private property
may be taken .for public use without the
conseut of the owner - This is from mili-
tary necessity, but Story, and all the other
Writers upon constitutional law, lays down

in time

s the ground that man
more happy and would
social condition

He
patriotic forcibly argues that all the bloodshed, troy-
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Ts it for the true interest of the slave
that the gentlemen on the other side so
zealously urge the passage of this measure?
A ‘measure, which, if passed, will result
in more harm, both to the wmaster and
slave, than can now be conceived of. Arve
they prompted by the interest they feel in
the future condition of the slaves 7 1 de-
ny that they feel the interest which their
course here would indicate. It is a catch-
word. It is thoughtnow to bé popular and
will lead to place. They have been caught
in the whirlpool of fanaticism which is now
making desolate our land. And it would
be as well for the gentlemen to reflect for
a moment upon the future condition of
this race. A general, who was engaged
recruiting negro soldiers in my section of
the State, was asked by a gentleman in my
county, how many negro recruits have you
in your camp ? He answered about ten
thousand. How many died whilst in
camp ? About a thousand. How mauny
do you suppose would have died had they
remained home with their masters pursu-
ing their usual course of life ? I suppose
from forty to fifty, and added thac these
inquiries were of very little consideration,
the war would result in the abolition of
slavery ; it was necessary that they should
take part to bring about this result even if
the race was exterminated. This is the
interest which you gentlemen feel in the
welfare of the slaves, and it'is only earry-
ing out the manifest destiny doctrine of
Mr. Seward that the two races cannot ex-
ist together. :

Have not their condition been improved
by their intercourse with the white man,
although they have lived here in a state of
slavery ?  Were they not brought from a
land where savage barbarity prevailed 7—
Where civilization and christianity had
never been avle to penetrate and raise them
above a state of savage nature ? Have
not their minds been enlightened here by
the teachings of civilization and religion
in their intercourse with intelligent be-
ings? Have we not had in them many
examples of true Christian piety, although
an inferior and iuappreciative race ? We

-are told by some naturalists, that the dog

6

in his natural state eannot bark, but
whines, and they only learn to bark from

being brought in contact with human be- -

ings.  If this is so of the dog, how much
more 50 can this principle of imitation be
applied to the African race, who are hu-
man beings, and are admitted to have a
low order of intellect? I insist then that
they have been benefited by having been
brought among us; they have been civi-
lized aund christianized, and afforded all
the lights of the Gospel, and their inter-
course with the white race has elevated
their minds and made them more intelli-
gent. It was a step under the direction of
the Controller of the universe by which
they were brought into a state of civiliza-
tion and within the pale of religion, and
He now looks down approvingly upon
the institution and success attending the
change in their condition. It has done
more, sir. It is well known that many of
those who were found to be capable of re-
cciving mental culture have been convert-
ed here and received into the churches,
and afterwards sent back to their native
land to try and civilize and give reli-
gious and mental iostructions to those
living there in a savage State. It is well
known that Maryland has for years past
appropriated large sums of money in sup-
port of a colony there, and offered many
inducements to those who became free here
to return to their native land and take part
in this great work of civilization, but u
to this time all efforts in this behalf have
failed of success. = No praectical good has
resulted from it, and the last Legislature
of the State, composed as it was of a large
majority of the boasted friends of this race,
many of whom are now members of this
Convention, refused to make further ap-
propriation for the purpose.

Mr. Scorr.  Will the gentleman allow
me to make an inquiry ? I should like
to know by what process they are brought
to a knowledge of the Gospel wheu they
are denied the means of instruction.

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s.  Sir,
it is a foul slander upon slavery as an
iustitution to make such a charge.

Mr. Scorr.. There is searcely a slave

'
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State in which slavery has not fo.rbiq‘deu
the teaching of persons to read in Sun-
day Schools. I know in Virgiuls, men
have been sent to the penitenitiary for no
other offence than teaching negro children
toread in Sunday Schools.

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s. Th.e
gentleman knows nothing about the insti-
tution of slavery. He knows nothing
about the laws passed by slaveowners 1n
slave States for their protection. He
knows nothing about the domestic control
and management of them and the atteution
paid to their religious instruction. He
knows nothing about the attachment of the
slave to the master or the master to the
slave, and the sacredness with whicl} they
are regarded as members of his family. —
If his mind was more enlightencd he would
hold a better position here, and other views
more consonant with justice, equity, reli-
gion and good government. Does the
gentleman know that in every slave State
in the Union, the very strictest attention
is paid to the moral and religious welfare
of the slaves? Does he know that in the
far South the large planters have churches
built on their plantations, and employ win-
isters ata of salary of $1,000 to 1,500 per
year ‘with the view of Instructing their
slaves in the wise teachings of the Bible ?
There the master and slave in fulness of
heart worship the same' God under the
same vine and fig tree.

Mr. Scorr. That does not meet my ob-
jection, that they do not .teach them to
read. They have the Scriptures expoun-
ded to them, but they are not allowed to
read for themselves. ~ 2

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s. Is it
indispensable that a man should know how
to read, in order to understand the .teach-
ings of the Bible and to be a Christian ?

Mr. Scorr. That is my idea exactly.

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s. T tell
the gentleman it is not indispensable.—
Does he not know that religion is a thing
of the heart, and virtue the promptings of
the heart? When you teach one in the
ways of religion, no matter how ignorant

. he may be in the rudiments of education,

his mind will become cnlightened and cm-

e ey

bued with the principles of religion and

virtue which will make him a good and
Christian mun.

'They are not capable of self-government,
History shows that they will retrogade ra-
ther than improve in a state of freedom.—
They require a governing a direeting hand.
This is the experience of the past.  When-
ever they have been put in a state of free-
dom they have become demoralized, and
there is not one instance where their con-
dition has been improved.

Are they the equal of the white man?
Do gentlemen on this floor desire to make
them the equal of the white man inall the
civil and social relations. This equality
was never thought of until lately, under
the new teaching of miscegenation.
suppose the gentlemen are fQj' that  On,
on, you go, step by step. You rgckle,ss-
ly go fromgone thing to another.  You firs
liberate them, then give them the ecivil
rights of citizens, and then for intermar-
riage and the commingling of the races.

Mr. Scorr. 1 rise to a point of order,
which is this— Whether any gentleman has
a right to impute to others arguments
which they have never uttered and views
which they have never advocated ?

or. Berry, of Prince George’s. If
the gentlemen had paid attention to my
argument he would have found that I made
no personal application of my argument
and conclusions to any one gentleman here.
I simply suggested the result of this move-
ment. [ suggested that it would end in
this, and before my God I believe it will,if
you go on as you have commenced the
work of pulling down our State Govern-

ment and destroying all the rights of eiti-
Zens. ,

They are not mentally the equal of the
white man ; they are not physically the
equal of the white man, for their organiza-
tion is different, so intended by pature; @
distinctive mark was placed upon them,
and all the changes of time cannot efface it.
Then is it proper, is it right, is it wise?
Are you advantaging these people to
make them, free ? ‘

It has been said here that holding slaves
is contrary to the teachings of the Bible.




g
7 - # b 4 L™ 3 l’
Now, I want to show gentlemen, that in g}ud lp}frl‘iﬂ‘“lt:l t(i?g;}‘):ig@ﬂi}%’dtha which is o
‘ v ' 3 : e left ha AMASCUS. ;
almost every book, from Genesis to Revela- ™05 7 brought back all the goods, an%
tions, slavery is clearly recognized in the 4140 brought again his brother 1L;)lt, aé:)_.
Bible.  But, said the gentleman from Bal- his goods, and the women also and the p
timore city (Mr. Cushing) day before yes- ph?Mr Scorr. That shows the P‘I‘O‘ﬁl'iety'
terday, and the gentleman from Cecil (Mr. Mol sh;'e% bk bl ‘
Scott) might before the last, that they © li;r[‘m?}?‘mgv of e e fabasiibe
t we were driven to a dernier resort A BIEIBOG L0 i PV bslprege v
::ll?gfl;vewwem to the Bible in support of Were fizhting for their household and in

o .
. ir institutions, led by their
slavery. What, Mr. President, to offer ths S“ﬁf;g;t Oixtbhril;] lgs;;t:fs‘:eod servantsi ey
: 3 el S R Y : i
evidence of the Bible in support of an insti-
tution a dernier resort; that book of ai

{ he marshalled against his enemies.
books, the fullness of ¢very evidence, the

Mr. Scorr. Just what we aﬁe d0m§
hi against our enemies. [Renewed

fountain of all our hopes, and from which DOW against ou [

alone we can draw the motive to every ac-

laughter. ]
tion ; the teachings of all trath, virtue and

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s. I
religion.  What, sir, at this day of boast- BOW refer to the 16th ehapter of Genesis:
1% iaf, sir, $
ed civilization, at this day of advanced re-

S Now  Sarai, Abmm’shwife, l_)?re hLm n(')“
: : . hildren, and she had an handmaid, an Lgyp-
ligious sentiments, to hold the Bible in so N B B B ‘
little respect, to proclaim such sentiments — .<Anqd, Sarai said unto Abram: B:er};%@d}mw-
in an elightened assemblage, mtst be re- the Lord hath _restra;:ei;ng‘ngndor?t H?'z:;lnﬁ;
by . i . : ; ‘av ) Hiitin 28 i dc >
G pe avory R e mith; faAausty tlhpllt 1u‘I tl}ll\(i:\; go\)b;ain children by’ her. And
the gentlemen to offer Ay evidence 'that Alt)r,am héaf-kened to the voice of Sa‘r&‘i.”
will be superior to the t»efmhmgs of the Mr. Scorr. I did not know you claim
Bible. Driven to extremity because we

& ntoctliorBibies the book! frott wtiiohi we ed Bible authority for that practice. [Great
refer to the Bible, the book
draw our very life and breath ; the teach-

laughter. | ol
ings of the great I Am, the ruler ind

Mr. Brery, of Prinee George’s, 1

hi Dl v glv ke entleman seems to forget that thlshls aim-

(tzontx*.?llexi) %iuzlel/;:nﬁasq'ort tt)ns?e Bible ply a history of that age, and that the men
remity be sort to tl Sible.
Do the gentlemen believe in the Bible?

of that age, having fallen from their high
Do they believe in the teachings of ovr

estate, possessed all the sinfullness and
: : weakness belonging to our nature; that

Saviour ? Have their conscicnces become

so seared by the workings of fanaticism

bad men lived then as now. And we can
: . find in the Old Testament, in the history
that even the Bible contains no teachings
for them. = If so, then God help them.

of the men.of that age,a precedent fohr neati';
Now, I propose to show from the Bible lfl);vsv:gt);n:;izdefse%te ;%%gzzzgtsgc b;sthe
thatﬂslaver;i)is o{diyil?:do?ngm. gt majority of this Convention upon the slave-
gentlemen be astonishe -
A Vorce. ““Yes.”

holders of Maryland.
Mr. Bergy, of Prince George’s: The maid, the Egyptian, after. Abram had dwels
first reference I shall make is to the 14th (o} venrs in the land of Canaan, and gave her
' chapter of Genesis, the 14th, 15th and to her husband Abram to g‘hl'srw;;ed flv
16th verses. I believe my friend from ce;;l:éld ;fdv:vel?znuéﬁ?ggw s ded i
Cecil (Mr. Scott) is fond of reading the ’

Bible, but I am afraid he has read it to lit- oo ; .

tle purpose. ““And Sarai said unto Abram: My ng
«And when Abram heard that his brother was Ee upon thge ; 1I hav}e given I:h};gnsz;:él lll?lflocton):

.aptive, he armed his trained servants, bosom; and when she saw ‘ :

tl?;{renn ix(l}a}?itslvo,wn house, three hundred and _cexved}, I was desplseldﬂm her eyes ; the Lord
ight c ursued them unto*Dan.”’ judge between me and thee. '

el%gtg(elnl;ewg?vliod‘;d himself against them, he “But Abram said unto Sarai: B(l)holld,wth&:

and lis servants, by nights, and smote them, maid is in'thy hand; do to her as it pledse

«¢And Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar, her

ceived, her mistress was despised in her

My wrong
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thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with het;

she fled from her face.

‘““And the angel of the Lord fonnd her by a
fountain of water in the wilderness, by the

fountain in the way to Shur.

““And he said: Hagar, Sarai’s

mistress Sarai. :
“And the angel of the Lord said unto Ler:

Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself

under her hands. )

“And the angel of the Lord said unto hes :
I wiil multiply thy seed exceedingly; that it
shall not be numbered for multitude.’’

- Mr. Scorr. 1f the gentlemian from

Prince George’s will permit me—-—

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s.
now.

1 -am astonished, Mr. President, that
whilst the Holy Scriptures are being read
there should be so much levity. T am as-
tonished that gentlemen should not have
more respect for themselves ; for this body ;
for the Bible and its holy teachings, than
to make anything read from it a subject of
merriment. Do they not hear the Bible
read at least once a week in  their
churches ?

I next refer to the 17th chapter of Gen-
esis, 12th verse : :

““And he that is eight days old shall be cir-
cumeised among you, every man child in your
generations, he that is born in the house or
bought with money of aiiy stramger which is
not of the seed.”

This reference shows that under the
Mosaic dispensation slaves were bought
with money ; they were commodities of
sale ; they were sold in market, and were
bought in that day—and slavery was re-
cognized as right by the teaching of that
day. ®
The 10th Commandment. recognized
and held sacred by all Christians, cer-
tainly recognizes slavery. I shall not read

Not

| i, as I suppose the gentlemen very well
| recollect the commandments, though they

have forgotten many other teachings and
precepts of the Bible.

§ I now refer to the 21st chapter of Exo-
us :

“Now these are the judgments which thou
shalt set before them.

“If thou buy a Hebrew servant, six years

/ | he shall serve, and i1f the seventh he shall go

out free for nothing.

B e

maid,
whence comest thou? and whither wilt thou
go? And she said, I flee from the fage of my

Y

“‘E?:'F. he came in by himself; He shall g
out by himself; if he were married, then his
wife shall go out with him. v

“‘If his master have given him a wite and
she have borne him sons or daughters, ths
wife ‘and her children shall be her masttr's,
and he shall go out by himself, .o
.. “‘And if the servant shall plainly say, I
Iove my master, my wife, and my children; I
will not go out free : : :

*Then his master shall bring him unte thé
judges ; he shall also bring him to the door.
.ot unto the door post; and his master shall
bore his ear through with an aw); and Kb
ghall serve him forever.”’ G

This goes further; this re¢ognizes the
separation of man and wife. It giveés
the option to the husband. If he de-
termines that he loves his mastér, his
wife, and " his children, then the faét is
set forth beforec the judges, and from
that time he becomes a slave for life to his
master, and all his children after him.

Mr. Scort. Does the gentleman

read ‘‘a slave for life”’ or for what term ?

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s. “For-

ever.””  Now, the reverend gentleman
from Caroline (Mr, Todd) $aid thatun-
der the Mosaic dispensation all slaves
went out free at the great day of jubi-
lee. Now, although he is a minister of
the Gospel, he has read Secripture to
very little purpose if hé says he finds
that in the Bible. It was only the He-
brew servant that went out free. None
of the servants bought ffom strangers,
nét belonging to the Israelites, went.
out free; but they and their seed forever
remained to their master and his poster-
ity. I am afraid that the reverend gen
tleman from Careline (Mr. Todd) is in
the -coundition of a great many who
lived during that period, when its dawn
was trumpeted forth in tones so loud that
it could be heard by the whole nation.
The Bible says of them: ¢Blessed are
they who know the joyful sound, for
theirs shall be the great reward.” The
gentleman may have heard the joyful
sound, but I greatly fear he does not
know it—there is a marked distinction
between hearing the joyful sound and
knowing it. I am afraid he does not
know the joyful sound; for his argu-
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ment why slavery should be abolished  ‘‘Servants, obey in all things vour masters
in this State, and the manner he propo- according to the flesh ; not with eye-serviee,
Dugt ; ] : as men pleasers; but in singleness of heart,
ses to accomplish it, show an inconsis- ¢, 00 (iod -
: ; e’ e ; fearing God ;
tency with the Christian religion, with ““And Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as

the profession of Christianity, which ean to the Lord, and not unto men j \
Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive

: idering i ! g
t?rlly be .?c.counte(li. fo': by (;zonSIdel{‘mc the reward of the inheritance ; for ye serve
the age of immorality and demoraliza- 4he T,ord Christ.” |
tion in which we are now living. What,  And in 1st Timothy, 6th chapter, com-
to take my property from me without mencing with the first verse :
j-USt compemsation? Is that €hristian “T,et as many servants as are under the¢
Is it honmest? Aund when I say is it yoke count their own masters worthy of all

honest. I mean to ask the questiion . ]s bonor, that t}l}e na&ne of God and his doctrine
" ! h Al 2 be not blasphemed ;
it honest? Is it doing unto all men as """ ;g they that have believing masters, let

you would that they should do unto them notdespise them, because they are breth-

ou?  And vet. at this time, we have ern; but rather do them service, because they
Y ik ! are faithful and beloved partakers of the bene-

e, !]O.t only prpfessc}x's of rell\glpn,‘ fit. These things teach and exhort.
but ministers of the Gospel, holding = yf any man teack otherwise and consent

forth these views contrary to all reli- not to wholesome words, even the words of
| our Lord Jesus Christ, and tc the doctrine

gious teachings, and comtrary to al BE (O < 3803 St SRCo 10
principles' of government. g ‘l-ll(ilelibs proud, kg;mwigl.iff n'otliin’g“, but doting
Now, let us refer for a moment to the ay0ut questions and strifes of words, whereof
New Testament upon this question of cometh envy strife, railings, evil surmis-
slavery. The subject is not mentioned ings,”” &ec. : /
by our Saviour. He lived when the  And then there is the first chapter of
whole of Judea was a slaveholding Philemon, which was refered to the
country. He lived when there were other day; where it s -not shown that
some 60,000,000 of slavesin the Roman at that day slavery was recognized, but
empire. Yet through all his teachings Onesimus, a converted slave, was sent
he did not once upbraid those who held home by Paul to his master, and Paul
slaves. He recognized slavery as a do- stated that he would pay any 9harges
mestic institution under the law ; and against the servant, any loss which the
that it was wise and proper that slaves master may have sustained by loss of
should be so Qée]’d. He came not to de- his services. Need I refer to any more
stroy either thé law or the prophets, but Scripture passages? _
he'came upon a higher mission. Those ~ Mr. Sanps. I would like to have my
influences, however, 1 do not see pre- friend read the'the whole of the text
vailing to a great extent in this Hall. 1 the case of Onesimus. 1 am som’ewhgt
now refer to the teachings of the New familiar with it, and would like to hear it

Testament upon the subject of slavery. read.

In Ephesians, 6th chap., Paul says: Mr. Berry of Prince George’s. 1

“iServants, be obedient to them that are Will read it, if the gentleman desires it.

your masters according to the flesh, with fear I commence at the tenth verse.

apnd trembling, in singleness of your heart, as ] Lescech thee for my son Onesimus,

unto Christ: whom I have begottén in my bonds ;

T g 4 LAY 3 o . % aQ G e i A , .
‘Not with eye-service, as men-pleasers : «“Which in time past was to thee unprofita-

but as the servants of Christ, doing the will ble, but now profitable to thee and me ;

of God from the heart; :
¢ With good will doing service, as tothe . ..:oopin ‘that is, mine own bowels

Lord, and not to men;

B B e e be hond or free.! |« Wite e in tho bonds of the Gospel;
b .

from Colossians, 3d chapter : of necessity, but willingly.

i R e - gt o i, it R N il i i s o i

AR N B S LA i

L l’vhh)llst { worﬂnp the God of my fathers [ understand th
gWhose teachings ave full of wis ' o
: ¢ 'isdom, Couventic ’ y
Lol 2 ; 4 » G ution propose to free the slav
Wi Whojmal((J::,et‘{u,.y,thl\e the.Egyp- without compensation. Now Is'\:;ﬁz
| *very beast their God, it distinetly understood bef‘oref’mnd that

whmh they not ouly offer up their de- no n
- A% . . ¥
lot.mns at morn and eve, but it seems to sented
' 4 AT Y H 3 ¥ —
(g,ac aim their continual devotions. God’e Wil g
' an

« he necessity - .

gne ssity of the times require that sjtj F :

kel avaory { 4 % . < L]tl(,n befOl“ < 3
ét.id\ery shouald be abolished in this State. here. Bat . this people
ils there any necessity for.it? o

““Whom I have sent again : thou therefore

4 5 hit ST et PN T “Whom I would have retained with me, ki b
Knowing that whatsoever good thing any 4.4 i) thy stead he mjght have ministered ) ]e"leb(!ellmn. Is that trye>?
ipplicable

£ b e of Maryland, State amounted to $80,000,000. :

o Tl 1 e “‘But without thy mind would I do noth-
And then I will read two or three verses iy that thy benefit should not be as it were:

. 11

“For perhaps he .theref’ore : /
: ps : > departed for & tend that in the bor ’

:c‘a/eg.o.u, that thou shouldst receive him for- ry aidsfhaantd :Le::”:hbﬂ('}der o

| : ry a e Government of the

N i

Va‘nth(‘)ttl?r(;vtv} as };L lsewgnt, but above a ser- U nited States in putting down the re-

rant, ier beloved, specially to me, bnt bellion. What do you do by abolishine
=]

i’ﬁ(‘;’l?‘:ﬁg ’i‘g:g ;mto thee, both in the flesh, slavery in the State of Maryland? Y
d in ¢ rd 2 o 7% ‘Laryland o ou
‘If thou count me therefore a partner, re- take away at once $40,000,000 worth of

ceive him g 1vself ¢
34 1}121 Eitﬁlyfglf. 1 property ; and almost as ‘much in ¢Ha
P ALY o thee or oweth thee yearly productive industr of the §
ght, put that on mine account, OF That A J e dtate.
7.HI, hav.e.wrltten_lr. with mine own kand, I | PUCRCINY S, My paylng a tax for
Sll(m loeéigz’tl‘f]; ?lbeﬂ& I do not say to thee how '€ Support of the General Government
L uto me even thine own self be @s well as for the support of the State
It 'would be useless for me to sefer Government. -~ Remove it and where are
O b e it it t-o ;e €I your taxes to come from? Will we be
o ; ) : rt of my enabled to g
P T TS S e i T | g / , contribute to the s
zi( rl IOiI][l-hd.t slavery is a divine institu- o datry Ghinkiis ks aiﬂs“hf:lmebexl:fant
nn. $ St ac 3 . ' - e ; ve-‘.'
held nnd:r'“l%[};s fm”?h sacred, and so if our slaves are tai«:e%] awa cl)zrre o
e Ko ob m‘t‘ the dispensations, as ductive industry paralyzed f};’o-‘ E.FO-
o e o r.nlarxmge. The same author- alone we pay our taxes ? i T mt o }')Ch
v at sard—=“wives O'bey . v it laxesr isi1tnot rather
A ¢ > our hus: the'itransver i :
DRI L s d h the transverse of the pro
Wi 15” [}Hubl)dnd&? cleave unto your stated by the oentlemen gfsnéon,YaS
ves —the same authority gav ‘ s = EY 0 o FOASE ou
- : cave the in- og
AN o 1o ik AN ‘ take away $40,000,000 worth ofpr‘operry
Dbt s ¢ y youx masters. now SubJect to taxation, and I
ay it is 0 the same divine origin, and productive i digs i R
can never be destroyed under God e g nustry of the Stuterdmalfne.
bl B ; 2y i g to almost as muc - ?
Thedlffere'nce.between the gentlemen which o N h more yearly,
and ourselves, is that very difference of ;W contributes to the payment
5 ; = of taxes B Atk : :
that St. Paul suggested to the Atheaians Dropf)s;" O'r (‘d“}’”t'g oo th'is o i
on his visit to Athens Py sition may  be true in‘the ca f
_ sit 15, As he was pass- States in i _ se o
i % %7 : ; > PAsSss States in immediate rebelli ins
inéjcriy t})b Sd‘W a temple erected with the the Government. But theonp V5 A
b ¢ . . )
Thet Pal‘.‘”l]'l To the unkl_mwn L.’ ded ot apply to Maryland r:j"‘f'?'e
¥ are like the Athenians; they do astonish i y oG
RO Worship the God of ¥ astonished that men-of sense should ad
[ 0d of my salvation. vance such arcument .
gument,

at the majority of ‘this

f1ave erected a te ‘ egr
unple to the n >gro, at [ shall oppose the abolition of sl'xvery
" ]

atter under what phase it is pre-
to this Convention, and with
the assistance of this
y to defeat the propo-
, il you pass it
was there ever heard such
What are the reasons assigned why ?'gnzurt);é'i?yag?':;f{ :sh? Kk iy cilii-
Ah i1 ¢ DATE, as to propose to take

We next c 1
Xt come to consider whether strono arm will tr
o)

}laivery should be abolished in this State ? from them $40,000,000 worth of prop
v ’ s elr-

hey say that j 51 o R
y say that it affords material ajd to ty—nay, more, at the time this we
2, S bt

Is that broke out the slave property in this

r. to any of the border States not  Mr. BArroN.  $30,000 000

l . .

I the propositi [
ne sitton is 1y ;
b ' 15 trae.” T con~' the time 'of the breaking out of this war
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negro men that we : :
s that were assessed at $400, of the Cc 5
i : » onventic xtenc iy
(v)vtt}e)re wgrtb [flom $1,500 to $2,000, and courtesy an. 40 DI 40 A SR
others in the s ot A '
g woulg Zzn:&gopg%%mmm. Isay  Mr. Sasps. I trust the gentleman fron
pf0pe|'ty i e A ,000 worth of Prince George’s (Mr. Berry) will not tal .
g }lgm the slaveholders of this as any mark of discourtesy. I atl} -(e
alavg'r< d. % think I have shown that do not oppose any motion L)(]) i piis
iy Zud"tl v;:‘)"la“d does not give ma- amount of time to him or an ot%)gf i
gt ot the ll’.ebe‘lhon, that the argu- tleman, because I wish to be ydis)cou tgen-
- Osédnot a{pp._ll(iable to us. B_ut it 1s to him. DBut there are a large ‘numli)eolxz.
Iionpand' wilohosmtl e down this instity- gentlemea bere who wish to be heard e;nod
. i thé ut compensation. Now, our time is limited. I hope the a’eml(:m“
o e : pfeac[:(?ex?tf f(':omlir.lon sense will understand this, and not think usJ diﬂs13
; or this action ? conrieous, we ai i it
Vl\;hat right, under the law that governs that way ) certainly do not meay it in
all countries, have you to take r el
b ’ : my pro- The questi
s ‘ b e question was taken upo endi
Sessi Wltbont‘lt becon.es- absp?mely ne- the time for fifteen minut“sp‘n(eiﬁ'endmg
Had ry to maintain your institations 7— agreed to T
a i ; : v
My |i}f]':l;x‘nd0t just as well take my life?  DMr. Berny, of Prince George’s. 1
ly sacred F:jn(;re]:); tphrg?erty are held equal- very sorry indeed to trespass f‘m: 9«; lonzn;
o aws. time u I i i Wiy
e S pov the attention of this Con i
i hf;i?h'igé The time of the gen- ButI was induced to do so ;u‘;,en;:?r?'
gy BERRYmof Balti that the members of this Conventio% hdeg.’
e L ,gentléu i :}r’notx:e C%t,mt,v. [ sired that everything that could be said in
1an’s tim s exten- / ik . b
i ed. e be exten tch%lw(:y Ef argument as peculiary app'i-
pob AW able to this question, should be hear
e ﬁftrze'en Irggx to limit the ex- the Convention from any ofits membm('is byI
M e o Tlalid o shall, however, abridge my remarks, and
eept that 3 more county, I ac- try to conclude what I have to sa withi
o MILLER I ho 5 the fifteen minutes. R i
: pe no limit will be T ask the question whetl
put upon the gentleman’s t b q whether the gentle-
ol e MR n’s time, but that the men on the other side have either
Bk v O odl (“? qe case of the gentleman dent or law for this proposed action ap!‘gce—
i Ao Lget.]t;fcott) W']]lll bbe followed, slavery? I deny that they Rich eith(’gdmst
A2 eman will be allowed to cedent or I Th ; YIS g Pe
o on and finish his . cor law.  They do not propose
g ol hl,;sgefcht.l it under the war powzr. The E‘rexizrﬁ E?o(io
4 HR9ETs (L HAReRbaman from Ce- ernment has the right to tak T
cil (Mr. Scott) did not use over ff ght to take slaves under
over fifteen the war power, but they in that case a
; Wook il b

minutes.
DIP.'DAN” ! taken as property, and they st SR
i e be}eIt;' _Oébexzs of us upon this only those who are capab?eg(:f?ui)d‘t?ke
n confined to that limit, and arms SArIng
)

as the appeal is upo
n the ground of = ' k :

BT e o st e h%v i cour Many gentlemen have said we must look
b gentlerﬁen g };?..'e a ovsed one to the General Government for compensa-
(Me. Glarke) abloub t};nl Prince George’s tion for servants liberated under theicfi' .
speech and two B hree hours for one of this Convention. Now, is the e
s urs and a half for anoth- reason in this ? If they = liber;l;ed a?y
i this Conventi : ; HEHRY

Mr. CLAREE. ention, which I denounce as
L p g e tI ‘}t])eg the gentleman’s outrage against our rights tLl %c‘e K 05
p:t ,not quite two hours I commenced be responsible to the oI 1e State  will
. a s : : wier ¢ i a
c.on:ier(]it)(ri mlfnutes'after eight o’clock, and freed by any action of tﬁles’(}&nd fo”?"b@
M;rl,l;}ir ? ew rfni)lll.ltes before 19 o’clock. ernment the General Govemleneml roxy
. Brrgy, of Prince George’s. There sponsible; but 4 i o h
seems to be some disinclination ou the part sponsible oy I’_es§.onsxble to whom ? re-
' z ot . he individual ecitizen. No
. b

fﬁ 7 i i PR 7 :
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i for the slaves liberated by

! dard of true citizenship; this disposition to

&
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for military paur-

ble for all they have 2 Jarge number of them
' a greab

but they are responsi

taken under the war power, to the master,  poses, OF under that pretepee,

through the Government of the Syate of many of whom are not capable of beariug

Maryland. The Governor of this State arms, are Dot suited to the purpose for

has sworn to support the Constitution and which they were said to be takem. But

laws of this State, and he is bound to Ppro- here we have one-half of the negre popula-
tion of the State left on our hands almost

tect the rights and : nterest of every citizen, te
even if it requires the whole force of the valueless, consisting of negro women and

State to do so. He is required to pursue children, which you propose to take from
the same course for the proteetion of the us. =~ You propose to abolish slavery with-
citizen of the State, that the General Gov- out payment, without making provisions
ernment 18 required to afford any citizen of for their future condition, and tell us to
any State when in a foreign country. But look to the general goverr}ment for comy-

. will they pretend to say that the Govern- pensation for those you liberate by your
ment of the United States is responsible State action. Do you suppose the General
this Convention? Government will pay for them ? Tsay the

government of the State is responsible to
the citizen for both those the general gov-
ernment has taken and these freed by this
much to know it, beeause [ might ghen un- Convention. Andif I live I will be found
derstand this pandering to popular opin- beating at the doors of this State govern-
jon ; this crouching at the feet of the pow- ment until Lam 90 years of age for payment,
ers that be , this seeking to lower the stan- and if I am not paid then I will leave the
claim to my children as a legacy to be pro-

sceuted for all time to come.

Has the Government of the United States
anything to do with the action of this Con-
vention ? If it has, I would like very

bow ab the feet of the President. .
The Presipext. The Chair must say Mr. Berry, of Baltimore county. De

. to the gentleman from Prince George’s JOU expeet to live so long as tha}?
*(Mr. Berry) that be is rather transcending Mr. BERRY, of Prince Greorge’s. Thope
) 0. I will continue to demand  for the:

¢the rules in thus reflecting upon the mem- | )
slaveholder of this State what I say is but

bers of this Convention. ; 4 :
Mr. Berry, of Prinee George’s. I did just and right for every slave liberated by
the action of this Convention, or by the

pot suppose L was transcending the rules.
1 use strong language because I feel that 8 A
| this iz an important question, and one that ~ Among the reasons assigned wpy.sla;ve-
| should be heard and discussed in plain lan- ¥ should be abolished are, that 1ti1s 1=

oral and irreligious, and that 1t prevents

| guage. I do not mean to offend gentle- ™
| I cannot control their actions here, the natural progress of the State.  Why,

men.

and do not propose to do it. 1f I were to Mr. President, these arguments against

;speak' here for a week and could bring to slavery, after the arguments and evidences

bear all the wisdom of Solomon, 1 could which have bc.:en offered in.its support, are

not inspire your minds with my standard but the offspring of hypoerisy, to my mind
of patriotism, or 2 gpirit in which you equalling the hypoerisy which Gloster g
would listen to and receive my teachings %"Euﬁed tIO }}‘Yﬁlsel% V‘f?}eﬂ he Sa'%is it

3 e S S 3 2 u 1en 1 sigh, an with a piece 0 crip :llrer
i fhe S which 1 ghae t{)‘(m’hnor ddo ek Y that God bids us do good for evil,

1 suppose that a vote wou e changed. And thus I clothed my naked villany .
But, as one of the gentlemen said yester- With oddold ends stol’n forth of Holy Writ,
day, 1 intend to put myself right on the And seem a saint, when most I play the devil.
record  Much has already been gaid about our

Then, I say, do you supposeé the Gen- worn-out lands, and the difficulty of culti-

eral Government can be looked toto pay vating our farms under this system of ne-
us for the negroes now held by their own- groe slavery. Do gentlemen know any-

ers? The General Government is mere speculation.

eneral government.

hag taken thing about this? It1

-
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They know as little about this as they do
about most of the arguments which they
undertake to offer to this Convention, why
slavery should be abolished, They say that
it will make room for the white maun ? that
we will then have emigration here from
the North.  Well, God help us, if we are
to have such as I have seen. I would
.sooner be without them. If I could I would
build a wall ubout us. I would live with-
in a shell, sooner than live and breathe
such an atmosphere as they diffuse, com-
ing as they would from the fetid atmosphere
of the North, with all their isms, many of
which are as black as purgatory. What ?
Joming here to diffuse their hated princi-
ples among us. - May God deliver us from
them.

Then it is said that schools would sprirg
up among us, and education would receive
& mew impetus, instead of living, as we
now do, in a state of ignorance. Gentle-
men who state thisas argument, show their
ignorance of the laws of your own' State.
Since 1837, there has been in every
neighborhood in most of the counties of the
State, a free school established. The
schools were established for the education
of the poor, and they are supported by the
county and State. And every facility for
education is afforded the youth of the
counties. - We have an academy in my
town, where boys who have received in-
structions in the primary schools after they
have arrived at a certain age, ¢'n go and
get a collegiate education, for we have ex-
cellent teachers, men competent to give a
collegiate educativn. This system is fos-
tered and paid for by the county, and by
eontributions from the State.

Why, the teachings they receive in the
North only affords a vent to fanaticism.—
They receive abolition teachings at their
mothers’ knees, and from the pulpit. Tt
is inculeated in them so strengly that it
becomes a part of their nature. They be-
come skeptics and fanatics. The worst
sort of religion and morals prevail there.
Oune of their chief denominations do not be-
lieve in the Trinity ? I think the largest
denomination amoug the many they have.
Hud we not sooner rceeive the Bible as we

are taught it, than any such teaching. We
rather keep rid of them than encourage
emigration here. :

Much has been said here about slave ar-
istocracy  In that gentlemen again show
their ignorance of our institutions, and our
civil and social relations. T know nothing
of slave aristocracy. With us it does mnot
exist, and I am sure it does not existin any
part of the State.  Virtue is the true guide
to greatness with us . If a poor youth
shows himself meritorious, he is 'taken by
the hand, is educated and offered every
facilities for advancement, and if he enters
either of the professions, he generally is
more successful than men of fortunes. We
offer him the right hand of fellowship, and
encourage him in every way to become a
good and useful eitizen. ' s

It is said that the marriage relation is not
recognized in slavery. Why, ever since the
organization of the State Government,
ministers of the Gospel have been author-
ized to marry colored persons. with the

"consent of the master, and I never in my

life knew that < consent to be withheld.—
Such marriages are always held sacred,
particularly by the master, and nothing
but pressing necessity beyond his control
makes a slave holder seperate either man
or wife, or parent or child. In the State
of Louisiana, for years acd yeare, there
has existed a law which prevents the sep-
aration of children under fifteen years of
age, from their parents, and is made a pe-
nal offence to do so.

Mr. Saxps. If my friend will allow me
to make a remark here, T am sure he is
aware that the provision in regard to mari-
tal relations among the slavesin Louisiana,
doenot'exist because of any State law.—

‘"That 1is a part of the French code which

existed there at the time we acquired that
territory by purchase.

Mr. Berry, of Prince George’s. In an-
swer to that ['will say that so much greater
the virtue in retaining it as a part of their
code.  They would not change it, although
their Legislature had the power to do so at
any time. Instead of changing it they
continued it in operation. They saw the
virtue in it. It was a wise and moral pro-
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Berry, Samuel H, < 8slal
Speech of +.. delivered in the Constitutional con-

vention of Maryland, June 23, 1864, in opposition to
the emancipation of slaves. Upper Marlborough, George
W. Wilson, 1864.

1; :
ord 108/ gan 10 : A

ord 108  Jan. 10, 1931,

a-i’ GB 1* J t H-\A; &&mbt; L}“J(‘Tg



