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THE FREE NEGRO QUESTION
IN MARYLAND.

o

Slavery and Free Negroism Incompatible.—The Doctrine of
Equality Exposed and Refuted.—Origin of Abolitionism
in this Country, and its Aims.—Vast Disasters Attending
Free Negroism every where.—Maryland must Enslave or
Expel her Free Negroes, or consent to be ruined by them.—
White Slavery at the North ; and the General Designs of
Abolitionists to Abolish Negro Slavery, and substitute
White Slavery in its stead, as is now the case in Mo-
narchical Europe.—Able Letter of Col. C. W. JAcoBS on
this all-absorbing Question.

‘ St. MARrTINS, MD., Jcmdary 10¢h, 1859.
* Taomas J. KeariNa, Esq.,

Editor of the State Rights’ Advocate.

Dear Sir:—I received some weeks ago, through the
kindness of a friend, a copy of your paper of the 7th ult.,
in which you allude to the proceedings of the Eastern Shore
Slaveholders’ Convention, in general terms, and address
your editorial stricturegmpointedly to the last resolution in
the series, which I had nor to submit to the Convention.

I have not that reso | before me, but its substance is
—that the alternativ oing into slavery or leaving
the State ought to be enforced upon our Free Negroes; and
the Counties are invited to act in reference to this question
in appointing delegates ; and the Convention, when assem-
bled in Baltimore next June, is also requested to consider
it as a proposition coming from this Shore.

Your paper found me at the bedside of a sick member of
my family, who has since gone to the land of spirits. That
event has caused delay on my part in asking the use of
your columns for some remarks on the subject; and I now
write under chastened and subdued feelings, from a sense of
duty not only to myself and the position I occupy, but also
to the Convention and the people of this State.




2

The subject treated of in your paper of 7th ult., (I mean
the Free Negro population,) is one of vital importance to
the citizens of Maryland, and ought not to be lightly or
%artially considered. No one of the Southern States of this

nion has so fully imbibed the false doctrines of English
writers on the subject of Slavery and Emancipation, as has
our own State: and no State in the Union has the same
cause for alarm at the tendency of Free Negroism in our
midst, or greater motives to retrace her false steps and re-
trieve the position she held at an earlier period in her
history. , :
~ The notions of universal and unbridled liberty growing
out of the French Revolution under Napoleon I, ruined the
Island of Hayti by the abolition of slavery there ; and Great
Britain, at a later period, under the teachings of Wilber-
force and Clarkson and Brougham and Mackintosh, and
others of less distinction, has effectually ruined all her trop-
ical Colonial dependencies by pursuing the suicidal policy of
Negro Emancipation. Nor have the blighting effects of Free
Negroism been confined to French and English possessions
alone on this continent ; but wherever the inhuman practice
of liberating negro slaves has obtained, there we witness
the most glaring commentaries upon the errors and destruc-
tive influence of this false philosophy and worse practice, not
only upon the moral and social condition of the liberated
slave himself, but upon the material wealth of the country
and the well being of the white population. There is not
a single exception within the range of my knowledge where
those lamentable signs of retrogression in civilization, ma-
terial wealth and moral culture, e not followed emanci-
pation of negro slavery. The tates of this Union are
not exceptions to this conclusio, r instead of immediate
emancipation they warned the Peholder in time to find
homes for his slaves on the cotton and rice plantations of
the South, where most of them now are.

The unstable and revolutionary condition of Mexico and
Central America, Grenada and Venezuela, results chiefly
from the false step in setting their slaves free. At the be-
ginning of the present century, Mexico under the Spanish
rule, held at least 1,000,000 of negro slaves; and Grenada
and Venezuela were extensive slaveholding colonies. But
they all struck for liberty, and, like France, foolishly con-
ferred it upon slaves—a class never recognized by the fair
Goddess. What has followed? War upon war, revolution,
instability, insecurity, anarchy and ruin now lash and tor-
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ment those once prosperous, but now miserable and impov-
erished countries. They have not elevated the condition of
the liberated slave; but have vastly lowered themselves in
the scale of civilization as a people. The hybrid races of
those countries form so many clans of inimical elements that
forbid the supremacy of law and order, till/the discipline of
slavery shall again be enforced upon thém. Torn by fac-
tion and strife, their demoralization-1§ complete, their agri-
cultural products dwindled to less than a sustenance, their
commerce gone, their rich mines of silver and gold lie dor-
mant in the bowels of the earth, their prestige as a people a
hissing reproach amongst civilized nations, while plunder,
rapine and murder supersede all law and the restraints of
civilization.

Whence comes this phenomenon of the decline and fall of
a people in the nineteenth century—surrounded as they are
with all the improvements in arts, literature and the sci-
ences, and the general diffusion of Christianity amongst,
contemporaneous nations? Had this state of things existed
in the dark ages, or before the Christian era, it would not
be so great a matter of wonder; but in this boasted age of
the world, when light and truth (and error too) take to
themselves the wings of lightning and penetrate every cor-
ner of the globe; when all the appliances of accumulated
knowledge are subsidized to the great mission of Christi-
anity, and the power of steam has obliterated space and
gone on a missionary tour round the world—thereby diffus-
ing the common progress of the age, and helping all people
onward and upward to the attainment of their chief good—
when we see a numeroyglpeople going back into heathen-
ism in the midst of all tJ88 light and knowledge, we should
search diligently for so orresponding cause.

Why is it that Mex™®and Central America, Grenada
and Venezuela, and all other countries where African slavery
has been abolished, give the lie so palpably to Abolition dog-
mas ? 1Is it because of the freedom and equality and amal-
gamation of the Negro race with the Castilean race, which
has destroyed all nationality and begotten enervation and
imbecility both physical and moral? The same results
would follow in Maryland and elsewhere; and all that is
wanting to destroy the Southern States, Cuba and Brazil,
is to obey the teachings of Abolitionists, set our slaves free,
and take our position beside Mexico. True, that would
ruin us, and I am equally sure that the cry of misery and
the wails of starvation would be heard first in our Free

+




4

States and throughout Europe.
will say that the ruin of Mexico
is not owing to negro emancipat
table to the prevalence of Roma
the late Spanish dominions on

5

- | - itten book of God as
I know that some casuists | Those of us who do not reé}»dlfhlsn%%liﬁl%nhis will concern-
and those other countries, well as the Bible, but partially respective and reciprocal
ion, but is mainly attribu- : ing us, so far as Pel"FamS,tO Ouf d Ililan‘ is sophistical anfi
n Catholicism throughout i relations and duties in this Vgorr dly so, while God is emi-
this continent. But they 1 theoretical, and too often gb Sﬁn gywit’h us. That theory,
should remewber that J amacia, under the rule of Protestant nently practical in all his dea ulgk conflict with man’s tem-
England, is quite as low, sunken and degraded, because of which, if put into practice, Woestablishéd necessity of his
Free Negroism, as any part of the former Spanish domin- poral good by Opposm%- 9, sound ethics, or be consistent
ions. They should also remember that Cuba is still under being, cannot be founded 1n s

the control of Catholic Spain with negro slavery, and that

o
ith the practical designs of God. Of such absurdities
w ract
Cuba is wealthy and highly productive.

=g now that Ab-

Brazil, once a | does the theory of Abo 1lthn1§t81§> 82)1"; agiﬁiali{}’k for a certain

colony of Portugal, is also Catholic in her religion ; yet olitionists invoke this 'p‘r}gncic%at of equality between the

Brazil abounds in wealth and maintaing the supremacy of limited and defined objec _and would there stay its opera-

law and government—and that too, in the midst of negro negro and the white racgsl——am_ ose they mecessarily claim

slavery. Tt is evident we must look to other causes, than tions ; yet, for this partia pﬁs}t)itutin o a primary and car-
those assigned by such casuists, for a satisfactory solution of he principle as co |

nd apply t i lon. 4
this state of things in Mexico, Central America, ete. ?linal Ii)1¥1)ten‘t~ion of God in his c'reaﬁgg impious to trifle with
The philosophy of Abolitionists is that all men, whether How absurd such doctamesﬂ-le curses and judgments of
white or negro, are essentially free by virtue of thejr God himself! No wonder a nation and people who wan-
being, and as coming from a God of impartial justice God have always fallen ulpon ort with his established order
and equality ; hence slavery is wrong—one equal cannot tonly violate and triflingly sp ;
‘control another equal—one class of the human family has |

f things. No wonder that portu{n of.ecs)u;recigﬁ’ggt (d e
1 ] se heresie .
no right to make and hold slaves of another class. So far New England States) “{lher% et(;trlfq‘?given 39, o SRl A
‘a8 I know their creed I have correctly stated it, in order to belioved by thousands, has
expose its false and ruinous principles.

lie > having become infidels in fai‘?okﬁ anfcl}ar]gl)gag»lilc;,;;ifg;
’ . . . . e
Neither in Heaven, Earth or Hell, can I find this prin- i Hewii haicagdieoie IR RS LR

) L e (el haved a.md lo
ciple of equality, upon which they prate so much, either every ism and destructive Vlrcaoai?gg f%ntasy of their own
recognized or practiced by God himself ; but on the con- there !”” as they catch at eveiil} of missionary labor upon the
trary, inequality, diversity and variety exist wherever the distempered minds. No @ for the man of God, than do
impress of Deity is found. In » His wisdom and glory habitable globe calls loufer d yet they do not see it them-
-are the more apparent, and ounglsential good the better the New England States gttey;ldi“g to the affairs of the
attested. If God had adopted rinciple of equality, or I selves ; they are so bus

, lavery in particular ; so
if' that principle were now enfo as a divine or practical world at large, and the South and s X
rule of life, the whole human famil

. —claiming all
¥, masters and slaves, | wrapped up in_ their owlrz selfl'—erégzltggzzg‘iithat theygsing
christians and heathens, would cease to exist in less than ~’”§ ~ the religion and all the dnqwmo%tal resolutions and go to
thirty days; for equals could not subsist upon equals with- | N Psalms by preambles an mt)ra,tion- There is enough of
out violating the divine rule. It will not do to abridge this | Heaven upon acts of m.COIipri hteousness, and enough of
theory and apply it only to the human race, and not to in- isms, enough of pha,r_lsalcl? & gix New England States to
ferior creatures also; for that would destroy the theory | downright infidelity 1n fl_-o orave again; for his Nineveh
itself, and show conclusively that equality entered not into call up old Jonah from 1Sdot it imperiled audience.
the economy of God’s creation. | sermon could not be preach}? eonot bowed the knee to Baal,
Without alluding to those inequalities in the worlds True, there are some who 'a‘;ect fow of Sodom, I fear will
above and beneath us, let us confine our observations briefly | but their number, like theds'gt“‘ ‘let them alone, they are
to earth, where we can read the mind of Deity at every not be able to stay the edi
step we take and by every surrounding circumstance in life. £

joined to their idols.”
&
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You, Mr. Editor, cannot publish an idea in your paper ;
we, the people of Maryland, dare not attend to our own ex-
clusive business as a State, without hazarding the displea-
sure and denunciation of Northern Abolition Journals.
The State of Maryland, and the people of Maryland have
the right to enslave every free negro amongst us, absolutely
and without condition ; we have the right to banish every
one of them from the State unconditionally ; we have the
right to clothe them with the elective franchise and declare
them our peers; in short, we have the entire control over
that class of our population; and the Northern States and
no other State within the Union or out of it has the right to
meddle with the matter in any way whatever. It is a ques-
tion which the citizens of Maryland have a right to consider
in their primary assemblies and to canvass through the press
of their State; and I am glad to see your paper exercising
its undoubted right, though you apparently differ from my
views. It is by exchanging views that we shall attain a
practical end, and I trust the press of our good old State
will soon take up this subject in earnest.

But to the subject under consideration. Why is it that
the abolition of negro slavery in every instance where it has
been attempted on this continent and elsewhere, has proved
so destructive to all classes of interests, to all forms of gov-
ernment, and to all codes of morals? The secret lies here;
the God who made the earth and gave to it such diversity
.of climate, surface and texture, also created the human
family and all inferior creatures with a wise reference and
adaptation to the occupancy andguse of every part of the
habitable globe. You might asgeasonably expect a white
bear of the frigid zone to live a’perform the functions of
nature in the torrid zone, as expect the naked horse
under the equator to perform the offices of the reindeer in
Greenland. So it is with the human race; the African
negro could not exist, like the Esquimaux, in the frozen re-
gions of the north; neither could the Esquimaux survive

the heat where the negro is mostly found. Now, if all

mankind were adapted to the north or to the south exclu-
sively, then the remainder of the earth would become a
useless waste, and God could not claim the attributes of
. omniscience ; for it would be seen that a part of the globe
was unsuited to animal being. But according to the theory
of Abolitionists the earth ought to have been either all cold
or all hot, all north or all south, all free or all slave; for
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they systematize Deity upon the platform of uniformity and
equality. .

If God stamped the principle of equality upon the human
race, 80 as to have none superior and none inferior, none to
command and none to obey, He must also have excluded
the possibility of their trespassing upon the rights of each
other ; therefore, all existing laws and governments ought
to be set aside, in obedience to this principle of equality.
Again, if God has impressed this principle of equality upon
mankind, why so much diversity of intellect, moral attain-
ments, and physical structure? Why are some born blind,

~ idiots, and deformed? Why was Jeremiah sanctified before -

he was born, and Pharoah raised up a subject of God’s
wrath? I can see none of this equality that Abolitionists
affirm, in the works of God. Oh ! monstrous delusion, that
is ensnaring so many in our land to their utter destruction !
When will truth and reason assert their dominion, and the
wisdom of God be vindicated in the overthrow of His tra-
ducers ? ; !
If equality characterizes the human family, why shoul

the Creator have departed from this rule in creating other
beings? for he pronounced all alike to be ‘‘good, very
good.””  How comes it that our very being depends upon
the destruction of other beings; and those other beings in
turn prey upon each other? Is this the law of equality?
The lamb has an herbaceous appetite, the wolf a carniv-
orous one ; and yet, by this principle of equality for which
Abolitionists contend, the lamb has the same right to feed
upon the wolf that the wolf has to devour the lamb—which
is no right at all. The fox devours the hare, and the hawk
consumes the sparrow ; fish of the sea and insects of
the earth, all have their Being in a great measure depend-
ent upon the destruction of their fellows. Where in all this
do we find the boasted principle of equality ? The poet,
Tupper, has written upon this subject of equality, and
beautifully illustrated its origin and fatal end. He says:

Whence cometh the doctrine, that all should be equal and free ?

Is it the lie that crowded hell, when Seraphs flung away subjection ?

We are equal and free! was the watchword that spirited the legions of Satan,

We are equal and free! is the double lie that entrapeth for him conscripts from earth :
Woe unto him whose heart the syren song equality hath charmed;

Woe unto him whose mind is bewitched by her treacherous beauty §

In mad zeal flingeth he away the fetters of duty and restraint,

And yieldeth up the holocaust of self to that fair idol of the damned.

If the mute tongue of creation stamps the lie so flatly
upon this Abolition creed, what may we expect from the

R, <5
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revealed word of God? I have read the entire Bible
through three times, and studied it carefully with reference
to this abolition question. My sole aim was to learn the
truth and see what was required of me. I determined that
no matter where my material interests might be, I would
follow the Bible, lead me where it might. The result of
my thorough investigation upon the subject is, that I have
found the institution of slavery all through the Bible
from Genesis to Revelations, I find the word slave in nu-
merous pages ; and bound servant and homeborn slave, fre-
quently used. Nor have I found one single passage in the
Bible that condemns slavery at all; but on the contrary, I
find rules and regulations laid down for both masters and
slaves throughout. ~Abraham must have owned 1,500
slaves at the time he rescued Lot. OQur Saviour found
slavery all around him while on earth, and yet he never
condemned it. The apostles had constant intercourse with
slavery, were raised with it, and familiar with it in all its
phases ; and yet they never condemned it, but always spoke
of it as one of the cardinal relations of life; and Paul,
speaking prophetically of modern Abolitionists, positively
denounces them in his epistle to Timothy, and tells us to
withdraw ourselves from them, because they are ‘‘destitute
of truth and dote about strife, envy and perverse dispu-
tings.”” Tim. chap. 6. And mark my word, Mr. Editor,
and you too, reader, neither do Abolitionists condemn
slavery—provided it is white slavery to capital! Slavery
may fasten its fangs upon the white man, and satiate its
gormand appetite, and it is all right in the eyes of Aboli-
tionists ; but oh ! the jewel of a negro must be exempt.

It is useless for me to reciteg® detail those passages of
the Bible on the subject of slavery ; they are conclusive to
my mind, and all the Abolitionists on earth and devils in
hell may rant and fume on this subject of abolition to their
hearts content—I shall be satisfied with the word of God
and conscience both on my side. I wish all persons would
do as I have done—read the Bible and study it on this sub-
ject. It is the last book where the reader will ever find
any thing like Abolitionism. But as long as people pin
their faith to the sleeve of ignorant and designing Aboli-
tionists, so long may we expect them to be led into error.
What has abolition ever done for the negro in this country ?
What can it do for him? It can only load him with infamy
and send him to his grave prematurely. What has aboli-
tion done for the civil government, but threaten its destruc-

' » with perfect
i | r people to hate each other wi
%23:51 g 1%%@&21111&1; 1113 done for t‘]?ne- I[zr%motmnt oaf'S u%lodoe(i
AoralE ital pi in the land : as ren :
?}iﬁ&ls ]gngh‘;;:glll—gﬁ.y Pl.nChurch———NeW Schcﬁll Pres(]}ogsizﬁi
. * e 14 Se (
. and the Baptist Church! Have tho .
(b}ilgcilénagflite& by the scgisn}:ll ?t tgas o::gs Soof}l})u?f:rtﬁziﬁ
1 eared that thousa !
saved? It is to be feare s T il
2d preachers have tumbled 1n . -
EZ%%: ha(;?d oIf)' the horns of this abolition god—crying; 0
! 1! hear us!”’ bt/
Baglui: v?h?a:hould I extend 'II%Y yer?arksdog bt(g?ti](?;}i)lgse;;e
enea in favor of slavery? The‘iniorme ] o
g;xi??i;? vﬁzﬁ all T have said or might say on t%us subl]&egg._
The know there is nothing in the Bible that azgrste% A
1itio}rrlism and they dare not bring their m:eec}B tot e winere
Hol Whrit. Hence, at a meeting held in os'lon g
HO 1 Anson Burlingame and Hon. Henry Wilson, .
V Orllz.e they prayed for an ‘‘anti-slavery anstltutlo]?, i}v 1
:;Ir)l(;si-s,lavery Bible, and an anti-slavery Grod}'; thustﬁcé ri[;;(i)es,
ledging their creed condemned by those t rle.i"a v
That is pretty good authorityf agaltxﬁst Garlégtl Slg;lt,e i
two members of Congress irom theé 3
gl;mcg}lllusetts and both leaders of the abolition pzwty. +
Now if the unerring finger of God .pom‘fs 1Odnv(\)rord c%on—
creation that favors Abolitionism ; if hls.re\ e%le %
demns abolition emphatically and unequivocally ; s
nothing in heaven above, or earth beneat%ll (iuq ‘?his o
rotten. damnable heresy, that has been hate ethmworld e
teenth century, and never before known since the el om
'ebein —_whence comes it? Ah! ¢‘the fool h‘as sal hna .
%eart tghere ‘s no God.”” _What angels and demor;:rso : 11; . 1?5
at, infidelity embraces as a truth; the more mon Sravig 2
rezrolting the creed, the warmer ];nlf.igzellitzo Iﬁg; Wheré
: is the source from whence abolitlo L 8557
g‘(})l 2vte lsﬁnde infidelity and at{llelsm_ mlc?gwpéifggsgg ér;ag(gl:
try? In the north, in those siX v
?Ig)llll:t ra};countss for the niajorlty of ’phe great whore of Aboli
ho]gilt we have practice added to {)lrecept on this subject—
if their conclusions are the same.
letVL\;Z S}?zvle no eﬂis‘coric data of the time when the n%gro 1;;0:
was enslaved. All authentic history concerning 3 fe?back
people, speaks of them as slaves. The fac;o eﬁlste Nir e
of time to which the memory of man extends. = 1dople
we any record evidences of the circumstances con
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with their enslavement. It is sufficient for o

know that in their own native Africa they ;ZTEHI)TOE%SZJQ
held as slaves,.and the bringing of them here did not make
them slaves—it ~only perpetuated the true mormal condi-
tion 1n which they were found. We can afford to leave the
rest to Grod and his providence, without torturing our minds
to %”Iy into tzle defep mystery of his ways.

18 country after its discovery, was apportioned b
England, France, Portugal, Spa};n and IEa‘lr)ermany ailtdw e:ﬁ
of them engaged largely in the African slave-trade. Tt
was called the slave-trade because they were bringing s.ches
Jrom Africa, and not because the bringing of them here
made them slaves. At the date of our revolutionary war
in 1776, such a thing as systematic negro freedom was
not dreamed of. All those nations held large possessions
here, and all had them well stocked with slaves. Modern
rose-water philanthropists and infidel sophists had not then
made their appearance. England, who had been foremost
1n the slave-trade, had now lost her thirteen colonies and
her slaves too; and soon discovering the rapid strides we
were making in agriculture, manufactures and commerce
and that civilization and christianity operating upon our
slave population, made them reliable aids in developing our
1mmense resources—determined to frustrate, if she could
not destroy, our rapid advancement in wealth and power
To this end, George Thompson, an ex-member of Parlia-
1;22:(,38 came1 ov?; to this country in 1832, established

ses, employed agents, and for 1

England Abol)irtion %ocieéy. A oy e
In 1833 England, being fully enlisted in this crusade
fa‘mgamst us, bought all the slaves on the Island of Jamaica
1or $100,000,000, and apprentice® them out to planters till
838, when they became absolutely free. This step on her
part was necessary to effect her object ; she could then say
to us a-ha, I am holier than thou, imitate my example or
I will proscribe and denounce you as a barbarous and un-
christian people. We did not follow her example and she
has denounced and abused us ever since, because we would
not ruin ourselves and slaves, as she has done in Jamaica
Finding she could not seduce us to our ruin, and still steady in
her purpose to effect the object in one way or another, Eng-
land, or the abolitionists of England, have continued %0
send over to this country large sums of money to control
the press as far as possible, and to aid generally in foment-
ing strife between the North and South. It is this money
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that publishes abolition papers, gets up abolition meetings,

makes abolition speeches, organizes abolition parties, and

sends abolition agents through the South to steal our slaves.

It was this money that organized Kansas aid Societies,

bought Sharps rifles, and caused tears of blood to flow at

the mere mention of Kansas in 1856. It was this money

to the amount of $158,750, aided by $38,162, {from New
England, making in all $196,912—that induced Thomas
Garrett of Wilmington, Delaware, to expose his books at the
anniversary of the New England abolition Society in May,
1857, held at the city assembly rooms in New York, and
there show by record where he and his agents had stolen
from Maryland and forwarded to the free States 2,059 of
our slaves. It is expected by New England and Old Kng-
land abolitionists that this money will sever the Union of
these States and plunge us into a civil war—the very end for
which it is contributed. I know there are many aboli-
tionists in our land who never had any of this money ; alas!
poor soft headed dupes, they have been hooked without a
bait, and are playing second to a game they know nothing
of.

I need not follow this part of the subject further than to
say, I have authentic documents to sustain the truth of
every thing stated above and vastly more.

Slavery then, being the true normal condition of the ne-

ro, his happiness lies only in that direction. To free him
is to inflict the greatest possible injury, for by that you ex-
pose him to the higher cares, duties and responsibilities
pertaining to citizenship, and for which he never was fitted
by nature and to which he cannot attain by practice. It
will not do to say the negro can perform the duties and re-
sponsibilities of a free man in_this country. He has never
been subjected to the test, and never can be, surrounded as
he is with the constant example of the white man. In Ver-
mont, where every free negro is surrounded by 436 busy,
active whites, he cannot do otherwise than follow the
finger-board of life there. In Massachusetts every free
negro has 100 white prompters to keep him straight. In
New York, every free negro leans upon 62 whites for sup-
port. Pennsylvania employs 42 whites to pilot one free
negro on his way, and a miserable one it is in most cases.
The free negro must be isolated and left to his own ener-
gies before any solution of this problem can be made.
Where this has been attempted, they have always failed.
In slaveholding Maryland we have 1 free negro to 5
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whites throughout the State. If you leave out Baltimore
City and go to the counties, you find the proportion of free
negroes to the whites much greater. In my own county
(Worcester) we have 1 free megro to 3 whites; in your
county (Queen Ann’s) you have 1 free negro to 2 whites ;
in Kent (the county above you) they have 1 free negro to
12 whites. And so I might go on with similar proportions
in most of the counties. In 1850 we had 75,000 free negroes
in the State, and according to the last rate of progression
and increment we cannot now have less than 90,000, and
will probably have 100,000 in 1860. Maryland is a small
State, and yet by the census of 1850, her free negro popu-
lation exceeded that of New York by over 25,000 : and out-
numbered that of Pennsylvania by over 21,000. The small
county of Caroline alone, contains more free megroes than
the three States of Maine, Vermont and New Hampshire
combined! What a contrast! What conclusive evidence
that freedom is foreign to their tastes, and slavery congenial
with all their habitudes and nature.

The relative increase between the whites and free negroes
in most of the counties is equally significant. Take the
above three counties for illustration: During the ten years
between 1840 and 1850, Worcester increased 59 whites, and
520 free negroes ; or, while the white increase was only one
half of one per cent., the free negro increase was seventeen
per cent.—the free negro increase being thirty-four times
greater than the white increase in that time. In Queen
Anne’s county your white increase was fourteen per cent.,
your free negro increase was thirty per cent. during the last
census decade—or more than double the white increase.
In Kent county the whites actually decreased 18 in number ;
the free mnegroes increased 641—which is twenty-six per
cent. upon their numbers! Nor are those counties excep-
tions in our State : but the above proportions of free negro
increase over the whites will hold good in most of the coun-
ties. The whites have increased upon their numbers more
than those fizures show, but they have been crowded out of
the State by free negroes, as I shall presently show.

The City of Baltimore, with all her natural increase
added to her supplies from our own State and other States,
and the influx of foreign whites, could only increase a
double per centage of whites over free negroes between 1840
and 1850. That city must now contain over 30,000 free
negroes ; it had 24,625 in 1850. As waiters in hotels,
coachmen, boot-blacks, barbers, venders of small wares,

13

and laborers by the hour or job, they no doubt render some

service : but if the products of agriculture, to which they

contribute little or nothing, were cut off, then there would
be no need of hotels, coaches, and all those means of livin

to which they incline. For all other pursuits derive their
vitality from the labor of the farmer. Besides, there are in

:'llll.gur tlaJrgef cities and towns, enough poox,‘ and needy

ites to ; 1 ]

monopoliser.)er orm the little handy jobs that free negroes

Persons living in our towns and cities do not fully see
the useless character and hurtful influence of our vast free
negro population. Those free negroes congregate mostly
in or around such places, and are now constant in their zeal
to serve the Doctor, Lawyer, Merchant, Mechanic and all
other local pursuits—by the hour or job ; but the time will
soon come when it will be otherwise, and they will keenly
feel, if they do not sink under, the weight of the free negro

incubus that is gathering around them. i

Maryland is almost exclusively an agricultural State;
and valuable as her coal fields and iron mines may be :
highly important as her manufactures and commerce are to
her wealth ; yet 1t is upon the agricultural interests we may
chiefly rely in the hour of need. And that state of
things which deranges the basis upon which our material
Interests are founded, is equally hurtful to all diverging
and secondary interests ; when the basis gives way the su-
perstructure must fall into ruins.  In other words, whatever
tends to the injury of agriculture, must also injure all other
pursuits. Thus it is seen that our interests as a State are
so blended and ramified that they cannot be separated, and
the Oon.ventlo.n at Cambridge acted wisely in recoan,izing
that unity of interests, by calling a Convention of the whole
St%te to meet in the c}ity of Baltimore next June.

now propose to show that the great agricultural inter-
est; of the State of Maryland suffer for the want of l;ﬁgi
:Irlld thg}’: our free negroes cannot be relied upon as laborers
rela(:fo 4 present loose government—hence, their present
i t(I)lb tokthe white and slave population, must be altered
iy gooxél.a e them profitable and subservient to the com-

As before hinted, the people of Maryl: ]

; s yland, years past, im-
}::1?:%1?}5 }? great degree, the false doctrines o}fr Engliish/ Wri-
ik ehsubJecj: of negro emancipation: but we now see

g change in public opinion on that subject, and the
P ent sentiment of our people throughout the State is,

e —

—
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that free negroism is a curse to both whites and the free
negro himself. Those writers, who had spent their lives on
the Island of Great Britain, knew about as much of the
temperaments and characteristics of an African slave, as a
blind horse does of the color of the moon. Our Yankee
philanthropists, who have seen only a few straggling run-
away slaves, are quite as ignorant of the negro as their
English brothers. Indeed, the negro is an object of as much
amazement to them as the elephant is to our little folks ; and
the rarity of the sight stirs up a devotional sympathy in them
quite akin to that which Othello excited in the foolish heart
of Desdemona. But such is not the case with the South-
erner, who has been raised with his slaves, drew suck from
the same breast, shared his early sports with them, and has
hung for hours around old aunty or old uncle, as they told
him long yarns of real or imaginary events long passed
away.
This want of knowledge of the real negro, on the part
01d England and New England abolitioxgnst’s, Niekdo thegf
contemptible in the eyes of the Southerner, and serves only
to irritate. Their abstractions years ago on the subject of
negro emancipation, ensnared many superficial minds; and
it was seldom they met with any rebuff from the South. It
was under this torpid state of indifference on the part of
Southern men, that the abolition virus infused itself through
many channels into the bosom of our own State. Our laws
at one time favored emancipation; but in 1832 we had too
many {ree negroes upon our hands, and the Colonization
erterprise (another great humbug) was started to get rid of
them. By direct taxation, voluntary contribution and
profits in trade to the coast of Africa, we have contributed
over half a million of dollars to this fruitless enterprise
within the last twenty-seven years. We bought a strip of
country on the African coast surrounding Cape Palmas
which we called Maryland. There we proposed to found a
colony of free negroes from our own State. We have labored
zealously and long enough to prove its fallacy. We never
succeeded in getting more than three or four hundred
free negroes to go. Slaves have been sent in larger num-
bers, but both put together in the whole time of twenty-
seven years, have not exeeeded 1,500. The natives rose on
the colonists in 1857, burnt their houses and murdered
numbers of them, and this State of Maryland in Africa is
nothing more than a county in Liberia now. Liberia itself,
with the efforts of all the States in the Union since 1817 to
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the present time, contains only 12,000 free negroes, who
are surrounded by 200,000 hostile native Africans. The
free negro cannot be induced to go to Africa, and he much
prefers slaveholding Maryland to any of the free States.
We have passed laws forbidding emancipation, except upon
condition of removal from the State ; and at the last session
a law was passed to sell them into slavery for certain crimes,
Thus we have labored by every possible means, but in vain,
to get rid of them. Some of them are industrious, but the
vast majority are so much dead weight upon the State and

“her resources. They will not labor for an honest living,

but are vicious and depraved, and impose heavy burdens
upon the taxable white population. That large class of
our farmers who rent land, and all others who do not own
slaves, know how hard it is to hire a free negro by the year:
the shortest term of labor that will do for the farmer. On
the first day of January past, I attended at our town of Ber-
lin, where contracts for labor by the year were made for
some four or five hundred white men and slaves. It is the
product of that labor that freights our grain schooners, em-
ploys our sailors, and fills our stores with merchandise from

the cities : indeed, that labor furnishes the basis for all -

monetary contracts of whatever kind, for the current year,
and without it business of all kinds would cease: for there
would be no basis upon which to make contracts. At the
same time and place I suppose there were three hundred
free negroes also, but I did not hear of @ single one who hired
himself by the year; if, however, there should be one to do
so at all, he generally selects a home where he can do as he
pleases and get a large additional bounty in the shape of a
corn-patch, half of every Saturday, extra fine clothes and a
horse, and often a carriage, at his command. The perqui-
sites generally exceed the amount of wages, to say nothing
of the amount stolen through the year. As a general
thing our free negroes will not hire for a longer term than
a day or month, or by the job. That kind of service may
suit our town people as above stated, but no prudent farmer
will hazard his creps upon such uncertain labor: he must
have constant labor by the year or he cannot afford to risk
his time and capital in agriculture. But the free negroes
must live as well as others, and that, too, without labor.
How do they do it? Mostly by intermarriage with the
slaves, and living by stealth and otherwise upon the toil of
the white man and his slaves. All of us in Maryland are
familiar with this state of things, and are trying to protect
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ourselves from such intolerable evils. But hard-headed

Englishmen, and whining Yankees, who write about abo-

lition, are as ignorant of them as the man in the moon.

I have just said that some of those free negroes are indus-

trious, and I would not get at a hundred evil doers by

trampling down one innocent man. I now state who they

are and how they effect our white population. They are

generally those free negroes who are in the first stage of
freedom, and have been born and raised slaves, and taught
habits of industry and morality under the discipline of
slavery. In an evil hour, and perhaps on a dying bed, the
master or mistress has been approached by disguised aboli-
tionists and taught the way to heaven would be easy if they
would only free their slaves. Satan, you know, ruined our
race by a similar suggestion to Eve. So ruin follows negro
emancipation, wherever it has been tried. Such wicked
deeds often occur in the hour of death, and the slaves then
set free, compose the small number of our industrious free
negroes. But strange as it may be, even they will not
allow, or rather compel, their children (in the second stage

of freedom) to labor, and so their offspring swell the tide of

indolence and depravity so inherent with the free negro.
Those few industricus ones often rent farms, and by that
means, displace an equal number of our native whites, and
drive them out of the State to seek homes under more favor-
able circumstances. That is the cause why our white pop-
alation in the counties remain stationary or on the decline.
This has been going on for years, and its baneful effects are
gseen and felt throughout the State. The young white man
as he grows up with a strong arm and vigorous constitution,
looks around him with the view of marrying and settling
on the soil of his native State. Fortune has not blessed
him with wealth so that he can purchase land, but health
and industry, aided by the assistance of his parents, qualify
him to rent a farm and rear up a family of useful citizens.
Now, my position is, that ours is a government for the use
and benefit of the white man, and the only relation the negro
ought to bear to him is that of slavery. But how is it prac-
tically in our State? Here is an industrious free negro on
the one hand, and a white citizen of equal industry and su-
perior sagacity on the other hand. They both want to rent
a certain farm of the land-holder, and he has to make choice
between the two. (It will be seen in this case I am making
the strongest possible supposition in favor of the industrious
free nmegro, in order to shut the door against the thousands
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:ﬁeo?grrﬁ‘:: ﬁfgl;peis less worthy ; and in order also to give
chiei I % élhl benefit of an impartial decision asgbe-
skt andno efwhlte man.) Well, the decision must
it exclil b i o?et }(1) those applicants must get the farm to
deiias l'(la; other, How would the abolitionists
aid b ish wa,eef] e, he would decide one way for himself
ncgrd R theyf or us. He would advise us to let the free
A o A arm, for he says the free negro is full
b i II’l i Ra dllttle superior to the white man. But th{:
vel s Wailn OlIl)lh 8 free negroes met with in Ohio some
fitioniers "anderilb ht ey were driven out of the State by abo-
bleeding ,Kans at clause in the Topeka Constitution of
W i P as (made by abolitionists) which forbade free
o i thgo1fng there; and the constitution and laws
e g ks Eiiniiefs _S_t:{:fs 1forbidding the free negro from
tic%lly RN show the decision he would prac-
manl;rt glazvgswillrthe Maryland landholder decide? In too
A, ;frome%ret to say, he will decide for the free
A s it o ar different motives than the abolitionist
P of. As before stated, that small class of our
i M nglunder consideration, has but recently been
iy f,‘ . e land-holder often happens to be a memb

ne family where the negro was born and raised a sﬁvzr

.

He feels a warm family tie for the ne

stil ami
fav(_l)fs Z:ﬁﬁ;‘iy alppendage, and those feelings secure his
because he ca rtc ass of land-holders prefer the free negro
bt 'of 3 t_nno » under our laws, confront him before gur
dispute theS l(;;eh, o the advantage in any matter of
B i {% l.elr separate interests are involved. But th
Wbl (ri 1 elieve to be very few in number in our Statee
Al is;’ ix%e e ;Vrong, consistent or inconsistent, the de:
followrsk?g T}n in favor of the industrious free negro, What
his ho})éq 1€ v]ghlte man turns oft in sorrow, and.ﬁndin
e \'sza%eonfe olr a settlement here, leaves his home an%
with shame ;;dt o df?u' erst i ,SOuth; there to reproach
e 1ndignation, his unnatural mother th;
Who is injur dlgl anq taken to her affections a free né ro!
P ()Jld eMa, }’Ithlspconstant drain upon the bonegan(i
A iy ryland? The State itself and her material
details. Does t;n °0 many ways that I need not go into
: 3 not. 1t1
by the white man is not ﬁllZd by the ?’rgeosrllzggovaé??ﬁee%
-

socially or politicall 1
) p Y. We are, by this dangerous policy,
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strengthening an alien element in our midst that only wants
numbers and a leader to prove its hostility to the dominant
ower of the white man. And when the State shall need

the strong arm of the white man to repel her enemies, pro-

tect her firesides and her altars, she will find her ‘‘worst
enemies those of her own household ;’ and like Samson,
she will also find her power and prestige shorn by this
Delilah of free negroism. Such is the inevitable tendency
of this course on our part, and such the conclusion @ prior.
If then, it is impolitic on our part to encourage this sup-
osed industrious few of our free negroes to the extent in-
dicated, the argument derives increased force when applied
to the vast numbers of our worthless and depraved free ne-
groes. They will not leave us voluntarily, and I am op-
posed to forcing them out of the State, though I believe a
large portion of our people are ready for coercive measures.
It is not the negro’s fault that heis cursed with freedom :
it is the fault of the State, and T would have the State re-
dress their wrongs by restoring them to slavery again.
Ourclimate suits them admirably and we need their labor.
Maryland suffers for a want of labor, and we have enough
“to meet the demand if all bore their share. Nor can we
afford to tax the labor of the white and slave population in
order that 90,000 lazy and debauched free negroes may eat
up their substance, fill our jails and penitentiary, and load
us with taxes to pay court charges for their criminal out-
rages UpoOn our peace and property. Both human and di-
vine laws forbid this criminal indulgence on our part.
What says our Bill of Rights? <“T'he Leguslature ought to
encourage the diffusion of virtue, the promotion of agricul-
ture, commerce and manufactures, and the general ameliora-
tion of the condition of the people.”’ Art. 41. Have our Le-
gislature never felt their responsibilities under this enume-
ration of their duties? Do they suppose they are redeem-
ing their sacred oaths to support the Constitution of this
State, while derelict in the fundamental
overnment is instituted? How can those great interests
of the body politic be promoted while 90,000 vagrant and
aseless human beings listlessly prowl about in idleness,
retard progress, and war against virtue? The power to act
is ample: what sayst the 21st Art.—The Legislature shall
pass laws for the government, regqulation and DISPOSITION
of the free colored population of this State.”’  So much for
Luman laws. What says the Bible on this subject? ‘‘We
commeanded you that if any would not work, neither should he

duties for which
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eat.”’ Again: ‘““There are
: : some among you disorderl -
:ﬁzrﬁ)t tl:otll, but are busy bodies.” Negeg we a;yergc;r:avo:k
o uy Ol;lomn(}o}(} or man to enforce useful labor as a condl;:
peoplepwilla who may compose our population? All our
P frfl(slpond to these suggestions in the affirmative
They WO)U_ 1(21 att?:ékdghm)t s'(jele.how the object is to be effected.
. e evil in a round about seri :
{;181; :})}f; g)rfgwsos and conditions, that even our la;;zsrs fnll?lgl?
i lawsr%(z Cﬁ;ger(;‘es& can1 }tl?rdly interpret. The result is
ead letter, and the evil goes o ,
%T)ieggge ;1:?&78 Slillcl)ltpclz(i)cgle ug)htc; this question with %hat b](a).ldn(e)szr
5 1ty that suits the free negroes. They
g of slavery ; but when you declar 4
f;;: i?d th.ein attempt to control them, the%r’ cann(z)t&L ;i(f }‘I:Iﬁ
= 1con.01 e .tl.leu' freedom with your restraints b la\:v
kg (;%llgtfe.r 12 I:;(Iile%rharle fre% they are not subject {o thé
( ) e law that restrains that f 1
a usurpation of their richts. B o ke
; e ir rights. But when you inf
I}lgg It%?()r Nfrefqdom 18 merely nominal, sub?jrect toozlﬁ% %%IS]li
g O, the State, and that you intend to resume
i t}%enyt?l‘ er them by putting them back into slavery—
ledgé . eﬁ respect you for your candor and ackn?)rw-
i vyvithr authority. This free negro question cannot be
Gt var;gu Sargl 1;)tteh?r Wa,yio tVVe may omit this remedy
rfuges, but in vain ; the evil wi
on from bad t ; e L 80
ek, 0 worse at every returning session of our Lge-
F . .
begertze(‘iz?én v;nth them is synonymous with idleness, idleness
oo e to an alarming extent. Just this n;oment I
G ;{1%dn2%1;0t }felg)wgz ha;e had a fight, and one of them
shed e brains of the other with a club
:}&%_Iélr 'hfg:'s in the grave, the other in our county jail. O%\(;};)f
P nis xgntlhthe outrage thus committed ? The peace a,n((i)
ou% . ;}; of the State. Who pays the expenses of meetin
o Justice to the surviving free negro? The taxable whit o
tha?;sv?v crimes by free negroes are so common in our migsi;
o] ae sc}?rcely take note of them. It was but a sh St
i agfo that a negro wench killed her husband (both frgg)
hi :nce stake. She suﬁ'ered the penalty of the law and
S ;)Vh}i);y ﬁ?; (;);ll. t%lnce ﬂlen another negro wench
: wn the well and drowned him:
X)ﬁf ttﬁze% .?lnd condemned, and as usual the Whitlelén}llé,ds}il:g
ek houlr (;f t%téu ‘la;f.letr, twg) atilletic negro fellows, in the
night, entered the humble
poor, defenceless white widow, surrounded b;ogfgxg etﬁfez
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’ i i t the time; they bru-
1pless children, one of them sick at th ? 4
?:111;7 forced her and violated her person in the most shqck
ing and fiendish manner. True, they expiated the ((:;irlne
ongthe gallows, but the injuries to that %oofl" womr;lrieaérg acet);
children can never be atoned for.
ggggl’izzl in our own county and within a short time pasit. :
The history of Free Negroism 1nhMarylaéld, 1sta .hlséogi toh
1 1 t: often stain
indolence, vice and crime throughout: ) :
?1112?0{3;)(1 ‘of their fellows, and fre%uegtly c%lr “(ril}éf ipﬂlﬁ?r
S . : i
tion is victimized to their hellish deeds. Ir
1 i they understand to mean
hands is a deadly poison, which e nddi )
ion from labor, and full license to do as they p ;
(’?[?lslza};m}?;ve no other conception of freedom, and will gzarn
no other. Servility with them i(s;r 11:1g}1;§m1n, {Jfatulzfléaittll Otc&;
] self an
herent ; it was planted there by Go (;ml b g -
eradicated by man. They make good slaves, sy i
1 i t element in their
inciple of slavery is the predominan Shitw
Eglt?lilg) . they abuse freedom, because they have no rational
tion of its uses. . .
001'11?}?2 1]g?oints I have discussed, and the conclusions arréved
at, are in harmony with the resolution adop&ef% b}(Ti ;;S}é?l qsfxlllg.
ntion i i tion. er g
vention in Cambridge at my sugges i
ion 1 ; he Tth ult., you conclude
that resolution in your paper of ¢ h ult., con
: tion, then, is 1n one
as follows :—‘“Colonel Jacob’s proposition, : .
ive 1 1 ther detrimental to
rnative impracticable, and in the o er de L ¢
%})tteﬁnéai;ve—holgers and non-slave-holders. In yeplyt, 1;53 ];Z
strange I should have proposed a measure 11%]1152%155 Io oo
lasses whose benefit I had in view. In g .
zﬁg caas now, only actuated by the suln)cere mot.lver(éf V?ﬁgrcaﬁlc]:
; measu
ing the common good of our State by a ‘
i)lz%iev: would confer blessings upon thctahfrtee ne:}gdll*loﬁoe}cs ﬁv)glé
i ident that we ct
as those other classes. It is evi T8 nt eng
ive 1 mony as two distinct races with 1 '
< nga?rl;ne(;f;l, an(ygl our freedom practllce}l a:fl thelrsef;?r:;?é'
ture must come, and a struggle for the mas .
311&?52 1\:ve amalgamai,:e with them—a thing tc:? I}Illorx,tr()?lu?
to be thought of. And yet, by a prgsp}sct?:dofin 'Ii\r :W 131(% 13;
' Magazine’’—a paper just star ;
fitf;ljilhis ve%y doctrine of amalgamation, equality and full
citizenship, is to furnish the chief pab}zflum }flor 1’;3 .(;olém;r;sd
i j d me through a friend,
This prospectus has just reache e e
1d give its contents in full but for fear o
{:mwggmargks beyond limit. It is the advance move for 1860,
aic}{ed no doubt, by that same British gold, at the 1nstance%
of Seward. Those sheets will be sent to the free negroes o
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Maryland in great numbers ; for the editor, Thomas Ham-
ilton, 48 Beekman street, New York, says—¢“On the condi-
tion and prospects of free colored men, by common assent, rest
in a great degree the condition and prospects of enslaved, col-
ored men.”’  “Their claims for citizenship of the several
States, and of the United States,”” is to be prominently de-
clared and zealously defended. It would be well for the
people of Maryland to take warning in time.

The conclusions you draw from my resolution are very
different from my own. Upon this question, every thing
depends upon the stand-point we may take. You seem to
think if the alternative, of going into slavery or leaving
the State, was placed before our free negroes, the vacuum
caused by those who might prefer extermination, would be
filled by immigrant whites who would oppose slavery.
That was the argument years ago, and it prevented our
people taking the bull by the horns then. It might apply
to a very limited extent under present circumstances ; but
I doubt it. The other side of the picture will show that
the free negro himself is now doing the very mischief you ap-
prehend from the supposed white immigrant. Take the
case of Sam Green, of Dorchester, for illustration. But
where would the free negro go to? Ah! there’s the rub. He
wouldn’t go to Africa, nor would he go to the free States.
A free negro is the last being un abolitionist would encour-
age to go north. Then, where would he go? Where could
ke go and do so well as to remain in Maryland, choose his
master, and go into slavery?

My honest conviction is that, three out of every four of
our free negroes would remain and go into slavery. - Upon
this point the editor of *“The Worcester Shield,’’ of the 30th
of October past, has given views so consonant with my own,
and so full of details, that I will submit some extracts.
He says :— :

“We confess, that after a careful study of the subject in
all its bearings, we can think of no plan that carries with
it more justice and humanity, than to fix a limited time in
which the free negro, if he wish to remain, shall choose his
master and go into voluntary slavery ; or if he wish to re-
tain his freedom, shall be required to leave the State; and
that if they refuse to make any election within the time
limited, the State shall have them sold to our citizens,
slaves for life, they and their offspring—so that at the end

of the appointed time there shall remain no free negroes

i
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within our State, except aged and infirm one
are already.obliged to grovigde for.’y i s R

The ‘‘Shield’” then goes on to give his views of the proper
details for such a law ; and I concur with him in these re-
spects also. He says:— W

“‘Should our State enact such a law as we have suggested,
there are some conditions to the details we would like to see
embodied in it. 1st. No person holding a certain limited
number of slaves should be eligible to become the owner of
any of these conscript slaves. 2d. No one person should
become the owner of more than ‘a certain fixed number of
such slaves. 3d. The price of those slaves should be so
graded that persons in very moderate circumstances could
pay for them. 4th. An exemption law should protect such
sla,,ve.s f:rom being sold under execution or for debts. Such
restrictions would plant slavery in every family, and our
humblest tenants would be enabled to own their own labor,
instead of giving the high prices for hirelings they now do,
to large slave-holders. The conscript slave would have a
certain home, be well clothed and fed, and would know that
no law could free him from his master, unless convicted of a
criminal offence. Labor throughout our State would be in-
creased a hundred fold, and thousands of acres of swamp
and worn out lands would be reclaimed, and Maryland
would soon become one of the first farming States in the
Union. Our court charges and county taxes would be
greatly reduced, and the demoralizing elements now flowing
from our large free negro population, would be staunched ;
and life, vigor, wealth and prosperity would give to our
proud old State that position she held in past days, and
which she has forfeited by her deplorable encouragement of
the free negro system—a system which has always, and will
always, prove fatal to any State or community.’’

Our renters are the persons that mostly need labor, and
the views of the ‘‘Shield’’ in suiting the details of the law
to their necessity, are eminently proper. |

To this we must come at last or do worse ; it is folly to
parley and trifle with a subject of such magnitude. Those
~ half-way measures that adorn our statute books so copiously
will never reach the evil or redress the wrong. They Ohls)r
tantalize our citizens and irritate the free negroes. A bold
plain and practical measure, that shall cut up the evil root
and branch, will be more acceptable to our citizens and free
negroes also.

The Mexicans have not only set their slaves free, but
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they have accepted the doctrine of equality as laid down by
abolitionists, and have amalgamated with their freed slaves,
they have become a nation of imbecile mulatoes, and are
ruined as a people. :

England has discovered her false step at a late day, and
is vigorously engaged in the slave trade to save her colonies
from utter ruin. But she is too false hearted to call things
by their right name, and persists in her old tricks of decep-
tion, by covering this slave trade under the name of appren-
tices ! 'The great and available argument for the abolition
of slavery by England was that the freed negroes would be-
come slaves to capital, like the Liberated white serfs of Europe,
and would work cheaper and harder after emancipation than
before. The principle of humanity never entered into the
measure, and the sequel proves how little they know of the
negro character ; for they refused to work at all, and retired
to the forests and hills, where they could sustain life on
the wild fruits without labor. England at once saw the
error, and secarcely had the old slaves of Jamaica been

" manumitted, ere she began to introduce new slaves from

India, China, the Madeira Islands and Africa. She calls
these slaves apprentices, but they are in fact the veriest slaves
on earth ; for Chinese Coolys are sold and bought in China
just as African slavesare. We find by English papers that
apwards of 150,000 Cooly slaves have been imported to Mau-
ritins within a few years past. 1t is also stated that, on
another, of their colonies there were 20,000 male Cooly
slaves, and only 3 females! Tor the last ten or fifteen
years Sierra Leone has been a mere slave depot. The Eng-
lish colony of Jamaica, where they set their slaves free
twenty years ago, has recently enacted what they call a
vagrant law, the design and operation of which is o reduce
those free megroes to slavery again! After this, we trust
New England will not censure our course, since we only
tollow the lead of 0ld England abolitionists, after testing
free negroism to their ruin.

The French are also engaged in the African slave trade
to a considerable extent, and have carried large numbers of
negro slaves to their colonies in Martinique and Guadaloupe,
and Cayenne. We presume France too, will soon pass a
vagrant act for Hayti, to re-enslave her vast hordes of free
negroes there, and to atone, in part, for the fearful horrors
of the memorable night between the 22d and 23d of August,
1791. Louis Napoleon has just instructed his Minister of
Algeria ‘‘to come to an understanding with the Minister
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of Foreign Affairs to resume with the English Government
the negotiations which were entered on a few months ago,
to substitute the slaves of Indian Coolys instead of the ne-
groes.”” This arrangement has been made at the instance
of England, and to avoid a difficulty between France and
Portugal, growing out of the capture by the latter, of the
French slaver Charles et Georges.

We thus see that the European powers are rapidly giving
up the rotten, cobweb, sickly theories on free negroism,
that have nearly ruined their tropical colonies, and are
again vigorously entering upon the slave trade.

I now propose to advance some thoughts and state some
facts that appeal to our own people who do not own slaves.
You, gentlemen, have been taught by Seward and his satel-
lites, that negro slavery is injurious to your interests; and
that you ought to unite with them in putting it down
wherever it exists. They tell you if negro slavery were
abolished, you would get much higher wages for your labor,
and that a kind of paradisical system of labor, which they
call free labor (an absurdity) would then be introduced!
Those men show you one side of the picture, but adroitly
conceal the other. Itis my duty, as an honest man to ex-
hibit the other side of the picture also, and to warn you in
time against the seductive influence of those Syren songs.

History tells us Rome retained the name of a Republic
many years after she had become the veriest despotism on
earth ; and that it was the policy of her rulers to allow the
people to enslave themselves in the name of freedom. So it
is in our country ; a certain class of designing men in the
Northern States are always harping on freedom and liberty ;
denounce negro slavery with so much vehemence, that many
men believe them sincere, and are liable to be ensnared by
the trick. They will tell the slaveholder in Maryland, that
white slavery is cheaper than negro slavery ; they tell their
dupes up North, that negro slavery enriches their owners
only, and the poor slave is wasted and worn by unrequited
toil. " Thus they kindle fires on both spurs of the mountain,
and cry out to the belligerent North and South to charge
upon their enemies, while they skulk away in the dark.
The inauguration of white slavery here is so desirable to
English abolitionists, that our abolitionists hope to accom-
plish it in the name of freedom, through the agency of the
poor white man himself.

Let us see if T am right.

Mr. Seward, the acknowledged leader ot the abolition
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party in this country, in his Rochester speech, October 25th,
1858, says :—‘“The laborers who are enslaved are all ne-
groes, or persons more or less purely of African derivation.
But this is only accidental. The principle of the system is,
that labor, in every society, by whosoever performed, is ne-
cessarily unintellectual, grovelling and base: and that the
laborer, equally for his own good and for the welfare of the
State, ought to be enslaved ! The white laboring man, whether
natwe or foreign, is not enslaved, only because he cannot as
yet, be reduced to bondage.”’ That is a bold, manly declara-
tion of Mr. Seward : and however much we may abhor the
sentiment. we respect him for the honesty of its utterance.
But we are indebted to Gerrett Smith for the disclosure, just
on the eve of the Gubernatorial election in New York.
The laboring white man cannot, as yet, be reduced to bond-
age, and that is the only reason why he is not a slave—so
says Mr. Seward. But I fear the laboring white man will
be enslaved if he jfollow Seward’s teachings. It is the
South, and negro slavery in the South, that prevents these
abolitionists from enslaving the laboring white man. The
Barons of England secured Magna Charta; the Southern
people will not allow white slavery where they have the
power to prevent it.

In the North, where the Southern man can have no voice,
the meshes of slavery are entoiling the poor whites in so
many ways, that I will give the evidences of this truth.
The ‘““New York Courier and Enquirer’’ of Nov. 1857—a.
good abolition paper—makes the following ‘‘Appeal to
Farmers, Mechanics, Housekeepers, and others who need
labor, in the State of New York and elsewhere. All per-
iions requiring labor, will please direct their orders as fol-
oOWS :

‘““For children of both sexes—To A. C. Pearcy, Juvenile
Asylum, 23 West 13th street, New York.

““For girls and women—To Home of the Friendless, 30th
street, New York.”” |[What a bleak and cheerless home
that must be: thank God, we have no such homes in the
South. ] -

““For children and young women—To C. L. Brace, Chil-
dren’s Aid Society, Astor Place, New York.”” [Our South-
ern mothers are the only aids our children need.]

“For children, young men and women, Families, Me-
chanics and Laborers—To L. M. Pease, Five Points Mission,
New York.”” Signed R. M. Hartley, Secretary of the 4s-
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soctatton for Improving the Condition of the Poor, 39 Bibb
House, Astor Place, New York.

Here is slavery, white slavery, unequivocally; but it is
covered up with so many nice, humane allusions, that the
casual reader would hardly see through the veil. This
Northern Slave Pen far exceeds any thing of the kind I ever
saw in the South, both in numbers and variety of its chaitels.
I need labor, but never sent any orders, because I am op-
posed to white slavery. The abolitionists of the North must
have ordered pretty freely, for I find by the ‘‘Independent,’’
a newspaper published in Jamestown, in the State of Wis-
consin, that in March following, a lot of those white slaves
was sold in that town, in the following manner, the ‘‘In-
dependent’’ says:—¢“The price for each slave was $10 cash.
The Free Church was thrown open, the young females oc-
cupying the seats in rows, some of them crying! Customers
then walked among the ranks with perfect coolness, exam-
ining their condition one by one, and, as they found one
suitable, they planked the cash and carried off the prize.”’

Oh'! what unfeeling, cold hearted slavery this must be;
to seize upon young white men, women and children, and
sell them into slavery for no other crime than poverty.
What sacrilege! to pollute the sacred altar of God with
their offerings to the devil. Our Saviour once expelled
from his temple a similar gang of traders, saying, they had
‘““made it a den of thieves.”” The cargo of 300 negro slaves
landed at Charleston the past summer, from the ship Echo,
did not cost per head, quite so much as'those white slaves—
the negroes averaged from $5 to $10 per head, on the coast
of Africa, only. |

To show that this trade in white slaves is a brisk and
profitable one, a communication to the ‘‘Journal of Com-
merce,”” May 6th, 1858, says:—‘‘An interesting lot of fifty
boys and girls may now be seen at the House of Reception,
(why not call it barracoon,) No. 23 West 13th street.
They have been selected from about four hundred, to supply
the Illinois market. They are met at a central point, a bill
of sale is signed, and they are taken to their new homes.
Disposition of fifty more has been made to go out in June.”’
A Mr. Pearcy appears to be largely engaged in this white
slave trade.

I see a card in the ‘‘Courier and Enquirer’’ of October
27, 1858, signed by J. H. Ranson, 39 Dey street, John
Stewart, 35 Veasey street and Samuel B. Calwell, 20 Old
- street, in which they advertise to the public, that they ¢‘in-
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tend to engage in this traffic of running white slaves to the
stern markets.”’ i

W](? also find by a communication in the ¢“Journal of Com-

merce’’ of October, 1858, that «‘four thousand of such slaves

have been disposed of in like manner, and that persons Efq—

aced in the traffic gave notice they would regularly otter

fgorg cale in the market, fifty head once in every two

h ‘?} : ‘
mo’lr’lﬁe:e Northern speculators in white slaves, call it a be-
nign institution, for without 1ts interposition the gé:ea,‘?3 ma-
jority of these slaves must evidently become adep S:iﬁ
crime.”’ Again:—‘‘After a thorough acquaintance vlvy
the practical working of the Institution, its objects and %) aln_s
have every thing to recommend them to the practica '}3 ﬁ}—
lanthropist.”” Courier and Knquirer, Oct. 27, 1858. . 8
last paper, of the 20th of March, 1858, calls this traae g .
work of pure, disinterested mercy, which would comr.ltlax}
the sympathy of any being with a remnant of humanity 1mn

is bosom.”’ . .
h]SSuch is a brief citation of the proofs that white slavery at
the North, is a part of their domestic economly. Iham
aware that abolitionists cover up this trade with the hon-
eyed terms of humanity. So much the worse; peryell&.on
of terms to improper uses does not affect the prm%p e;c in-
volved. They have established agents 1n the .esr}e.rtn
States to receive and peddle out those live cargoes o{ W g}de
human beings, torn from their native homes to do the t.l -
ding of their Western masters. What 18 this but ]g()iar 1n%
mothers and children, brothers and sisters, husbands an
S
W“]ge&‘ we are told they are enslaved for their gogd, and are
commanded to take their word for 1t. And is 1t possllblye,
that free society is so degraded as to demand the e'nsla,\ e-
ment of one portion to save the other portion PiOh hux}-
derstand it perfectly well. Northern humanitarians {uﬁ
borrowed the machinery of monarchical Europe with whic
to enslave their fellows. They yelp and cry freedom :in
every synagogue, and all the while are enslaving thousan 3
under the stern law of necessity. They manage the moneye
institutions of the country, and beget pressures and panics
at their pleasure, to enslave the poor white II;:.:I)I]. Whenﬁe
came the cry last year of ‘‘Bread or Blood : From the
North. Where do thousands of women yearly go into
rostitution to escape starvation? In the North. Where
were thousands turned out of house and home at the edict
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of abolitionists, and then caught up and sold into slavery
because they were poor? In the North; in the land of soup
houses and cold charities. Reader, these are no fables, but
stern realities, which we gather from the Northern press.
Truly we may thank God our lot was not cast amongst

those hypocritical freedom shriekers. Negro slavery at the

South is a paradise compared to such freedom. .

We however, have no right to meddle with white slavery
at the North ; neither have abolitionists any right to meddle
with negro slavery at the South. The State of Maryland
 and the citizens of Maryland, will dispose of this free negro
question themselves, without seeking advice beyond her
limits. My conviction is that no choice of election should
be given those free negroes, who have been set free and have
remained here since the passage of the act of 1831. But
. they should be remanded into slavery by law. Many of our
citizens who have set their slaves free, are now convinced of
the impropriety of the act, and would take them back into
slavery again. It appearsjust and right, where that is the
case, that an enabling law to that effect, should also be
passed. All slaves held for a term less than slaves for life,
ought to go into slavery for life, or leave the State, in one
year from the expiration of their term of service. The bal-
ance of our free negroes might be placed on their election
of slavery or freedom. '

The action of the Convention having been commented on
pretty generally by our own press, I ask it as a matter of
courtesy and justice, that our editors will also give this
letter in part or in whole, a publication in their respective
papers. .

With these remarks, I would respectfully suggest to the
press in our State, the propriety of a suspension of opinion
on the merits of the case, till the committee shall have
time to get out their address—which will be at as early a
day as practicable.

- Iam, very respectfully, &c. :
: C. W. JACOBS.




